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WHY ATTEND CHURCHéWEEKLY ? 

The elders are presently studying Connected to Christ: Why Membership Matters by Pr. Peter Speckhard. 

They found the following passage, pages 65-67, so compelling they wanted to share it with the 

congregation. You can order the booklet from CPH for $8.99 (https://www.cph.org/p-30668-Connected-

to-Christ-Why-Membership-Matters.aspx). 
 

More important than any participation in any special congregational causes or programs is participation 

in the regular Word and Sacrament ministry. Human care ministries are a practical extension of, not a 

replacement for, worship attendance. Christians are told not to stop meeting together. Apparently some of 

the earliest Christians, like so many people today, had already begun to make the spiritually dead mistake 

of skipping regular worship. They, again like many well-meaning people today, were under the mistaken 

impression that ñgoing to churchò didnôt matter for them as long as they had faith. But that misses most 

of the point about attendance. The key word in the Hebrews passage1 is ñtogether,ò which means not only 

that you benefit from the presence of other people as you sing, pray, and hear the Word, but also that your 

presence benefits them.  
 

When you decide to skip church, you arenôt only deciding for yourself that you can do without Word and 

Sacrament ministry and the mutual consolation of the brethren for an entire week. Youôre also unilaterally 

declaring that everyone else can do just fine without you there. But you are wrong. The indelible 

impression on young minds of seeing widows and newlyweds, troublemakers and respectable folk, black 

and white, rich and poor, young and old all singing and praying together can never happen if people donôt 

show up.  
 

When you stay home because your toddler is too much of a hassle in church, you might be making your 

morning more manageable, but youôre also declaring that the ninety-year-old who sometimes sits behind 

you will not have your toddler to smile at and thereby have his faith in the future of Godôs promises 

reinforced.  
 

Maybe youôre an overworked twenty-something who has one day each week to sleep inðand that day is 

Sundayðand you feel like you donôt get much out of church anyway because you already learned it all in 

Sunday School. When you decide to stay home from church, you get that extra hour of sleep, sure, but 

you also deprive the twenty-something visitor who is nervous and uncomfortable in church of the 

assurance your presence gives that says this strange place is for them too.  

 
 

1 Hebrews 10:25: ñnot neglecting to meet together, as is the habit of some, but encouraging one another, and all the more as 

you see the Day drawing nearò 

 

 

http://www.stjohnlcmstopeka.org/
https://www.cph.org/p-30668-Connected-to-Christ-Why-Membership-Matters.aspx
https://www.cph.org/p-30668-Connected-to-Christ-Why-Membership-Matters.aspx
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When you as a middle-aged man skip church, youôre not only reasoning you have more important places 

to be, but you are also robbing a fatherless teenage boy whose mom made him go to church that morning 

of the example your presence in worship might have given.  
 

When you stay home because youôre too embarrassed to use the wheelchair, you are robbing your church 

family of the comfort of seeing that gracefully growing old is possible, and that should the day ever come 

for them to be in a wheelchair, their church would welcome them as it welcomes you.  
 

No matter who you are or what your situation, when it says in Hebrews not to stop meeting together, God 

isnôt just telling you that you will be blessed if you go to church. He is also telling you that you are a 

blessing to others there whether you know it or not. Donôt selfishly rob everyone else of the blessing God 

wants to give them through your voice, your problems, your prayers, and your presence with them in 

worship.  

+ The Elders + 
 

  

Senior Pastor - Rev. J. S. Bruss, ext. 104 

Associate Pastor ï Rev. D. M. Kerns, ext. 101 

Kantor - Bethany M. Johnson 

TLS Teachers ï Erin Grass, Joshua Grass, Edith Kerns, Andrea Kosmicki 

 
THAT THEY MAY KNOW YOU, THE ONLY TRUE GOD: STEWARDSHIP 2020 

As many of you recall, we shifted things around in our stewardship plan so that our pledge year overlaps 

with our fiscal year. Formerly, pledges were made from 1 July through 30 June. That made budgeting 

difficult since the fiscal year could depend on only half of a pledge year. Our new pledge year coincides 

with our budget year: 1 January 2020 ï 31 December 2020.  

 

The Board of Stewardship has also adopted a new way of presenting our budget called a ñnarrative 

budget.ò Basically, a narrative budget says what the congregation does with the gifts we receive, rather 

than simply listing out the line-items in the budget. That doesnôt mean the line-item budget is going away. 

It just means that some order will be imposed on the sea of numbers we usually look at when considering 

our budget in the form of large groupings. Specifically, the Board of Stewardship has reduced everything 

in our budget to five broad areas: Word and Sacrament Ministry, Care for the Body of Christ and Christian 

Outreach, Missions, Christian Education, and Operations. 
 

Beginning on Sunday, 1 September, the Board of Stewardship will be giving very brief talks about each 

of these areas to the congregation after the Benediction and before the last hymn. Weôll be presenting to 

you in percentages and big numbers the proportion of our 2019 budget that went to support each of the 

five areas outlined above, along with some brief narrative on how, exactly, those gifts are deployed in the 

congregation. Weôll also be getting Fiscal and Pledge Year 2020 Pledge Cards into your hands on those 

Sundays. We ask that you return them in church in the regular offering plate on Sunday, 22 September. If 

youôre unable to make it to church that Sunday, you can bring them to the church office during the week 

or turn them in on a subsequent Sunday. 
 

The theme we have adopted for our 2020 budget is ñThat they may know You, the Only True God.ò Truly, 

this is what our gifts to the Lord supportðwhether by supporting the office operations of our congregation, 

our missionaries overseas and the work of our district and Synod, the Christian education of our 

congregation, our works of love toward our neighbors, or, especially, the preaching of the Word and the 

administration of the Sacraments. We pray that you will join us in generously supporting this precious 

work to make Christ known. 
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SOUND WORDS ACADEMY 2019 - 2020 

Everyone 
Evening Prayer (4 September ï 6 May; 7:00 p.m.) The center and heart of Sound Words Academy is 

our congregationôs gathering together, irrespective of age, to receive the gifts of the Lord and call upon 

Him in prayer, praise, and thanksgiving. Required for all catechumens, it is not for catechumens alone; 

and, in fact, the presence of the entire congregation demonstrates their support for the catechumens and 

their learning of the faith. Stay an extra half hour to learn, together with your brothers and sisters in Christ, 

what God would have you believe and do according to His holy Word. Office switches between Evening 

Prayer, Vespers, and Compline according to the season of the church.  
 

Children  
Rhythm of Faith Choir (4 September ï 6 May, 5:00-5:40 p.m.; E. Grass, Johnson & Smith) Rhythm 

of Faith uses Godôs gift of music to confess the truth of His Word in song. Develop life-long skills in 

singing, ringing, and reading music. Participate as a choir in Wednesday Evening Offices and Sunday 

services. Learn the rich heritage of Lutheran hymnody and liturgy. Enroll after Sunday services now 

through 9 September or contact Bethany Johnson. 
 

Jr. Lutherans (4 September ï 6 May, 5:55-6:50 p.m.; J. Grass & Sweet) This fast-paced Bible, 

Catechism, and Lutheran history quiz game places Lutherans aged 4 ï 12 yrs. in competition with one 

another and teams from other congregationsðwith ñtriviaò that is hardly trivial . To enroll, just show up! 
 

Adult s 
The Formula of Concord, Part I: Manôs Problem, Godôs Solution (4 September ï 2 October; 5:55-

6:50 p.m.; Bruss) Forged in the crucible of controversy during the first decades of the Reformation, the 

Formula of Concord presents perennially relevant doctrinal issues and their solutions. This year weôll be 

dipping into the Formula several different times. In Part I: Manôs Problem, Godôs Solution, we take a 

look at several big, key questions: How in the world can the Christian Church ever solve doctrinal 

disputes? What is the nature of our corruption due to sin, and what are its consequences? Just what is 

Christian righteousness, and how should Christians, counted righteous by faith alone, live? For this one, 

youôll need to bring your Book of Concord. You can also purchase from St. Johnôs a copy of the Book of 

Concord ($26.00ða great deal!) or of the Epitome of the Formula ($5.00). 
 

1 & 2 Timothy (4 September ï 6 May; 5:55-6:50 p.m.; Hintz)  Through these words of guidance to 

young Pastor Timothy, St. Paul portrays the model of a Christian pastor: one prepared in season and out 

to proclaim the whole counsel of God and to find his sufficiency not in himself but in Christ, who has 

called him to his office. Filled with warnings about end-times corruption and Gospel nuggets, these letters 

remain a precious possession and always applicable to her life. 
 

Reformation Players (16 October ï 30 October; 5:55-6:50 p.m.; Kerns) A quick review of the chief 

issues, dates and players of the Wittenberg Reformation in preparation for the Feast of the Reformation. 
 

The Books between the Testaments (6 November ï 11 December, 5:55-6:50 p.m.; Kerns) How many 

books does the Bible have? The Lutheran answer to that question may be more surprising than you think. 

Come and learn about the Apocrypha and other interesting Jewish writings from the time between Malachi 

and Jesusô birth and the wonderful way in which they anticipate and look forward to the birth of the 

Messiah, Israelôs Savior and the worldôs.  
 

A Kingdom of PriestsðBelievers, Priesthood & Pastors in the Bible, Luther, and the Confessions 

(8 January ï 29 January; 5:55-6:50 p.m.; Bruss) St. Peter declares, following Moses, that Christians 

comprise ña kingdom of priests.ò What does this mean, and how does it work in the practical life of the 

Church? And if all Christians are priests, then what about pastors? Where do they fit in? And if there are 

pastors, then what of the priests? Come and find the answers to these and many more questions on our 

identity in Christ and the shape of the Christian Church. 
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The Formula of Concord, Part II: How God Relates to Men in His Holy Church (5 - 19 February, 

5:55-6:50 p.m.; Kerns) Forged in the crucible of controversy during the first decades of the Reformation, 

the Formula of Concord presents perennially relevant doctrinal issues and their solutions. This year weôll 

be dipping into the Formula several different times. Part II: How God Relates to men in His Holy 

Church looks at 3 controversies that arose in early Lutheranism over how Godôs Word should be handled, 

over how Godôs Law should applied to believers in Christ, and over whatôs really going on in the 

Sacrament of the Altar. For this one, youôll need to bring your Book of Concord. You can also purchase 

from St. Johnôs a copy of the Book of Concord ($26.00ða great deal!) or of the Epitome of the Formula 

($5.00). 
 

Exposing the Catechism of Devil, World and Old Adam (26 February ï 25 March, 5:55-6:50 p.m.; 

Kerns) ñCatechizeò comes from a Greek word that means ñecho on down.ò In the church, catechesis is 

the ñechoing on downò of Godôs life-giving teaching in the Scriptures. But hereôs the sneaky thing: 

everything teachesðincluding the devil, the world, and our Old Adam whoôs glad to ñecho on downò 

their teaching. In fact, itôs not too far-fetched to say the devil has set up his catechism in direct opposition 

to Godôs. In this class weôll look at several such ñechoings downò that permeate our culture today.  
 

The Formula of Concord, Part III: What It Means for Christ to Be Divine and Human and A 

Miscellany of Problems  (1 ï 15 April, 5:55-6:50 p.m.; Bruss) Forged in the crucible of controversy 

during the first decades of the Reformation, the Formula of Concord presents perennially relevant 

doctrinal issues and their solutions. This year weôre dipping into the Formula several different times. In 

Part III: What It Means for Christ to Be Divine and Human  we dive into the heady issues concerning 

just how the human nature and divine nature in Christ relate to one another, and apply it to Christôs descent 

into hell. For this one, youôll need to bring your Book of Concord. You can also purchase from St. Johnôs 

a copy of the Book of Concord ($26.00ða great deal!) or of the Epitome of the Formula ($5.00). 
 

The Formula of Concord, Part IV: A Miscellany of Problems (22 April ï 6 May, 5:55-6:50 p.m.; 

Kerns) Forged in the crucible of controversy during the first decades of the Reformation, the Formula of 

Concord presents perennially relevant doctrinal issues and their solutions. Our last dip into the Formula 

this year. Part IV: A Miscellany of Problems looks at the vexing problem of uniformity and diversity in 

church practices; takes up the crux theologorum, ñthe cross on which theologians crucify themselves,ò 

i.e., the question why God saves some and not others; and deals with the Lutheran response to the 

Anabaptists, Schwenkfelders, and those who deny the Trinity. For this one, youôll need to bring your Book 

of Concord. You can also purchase from St. Johnôs a copy of the Book of Concord ($26.00ða great deal!) 

or of the Epitome of the Formula ($5.00). 
 

LCMS U/College Students and Young Adults 
Living by Faith: Justification and Sanctification (4 September ï 11 December; 7:45 ï 8:40 p.m.; 

Bruss) In Living by Faith, Oswald Bayer brings biblical, Lutheran teaching into direct confrontation with 

the ideologies, idols, and -isms of our age. A must-read for every Lutheran who swims in the morass of 

cultural decay and the corruption of our dying world on her heavenward way. Buy the book. Available 

online in a variety of conditions from $7 to $29 per copy.  
 

The Theology of Martin Luther (8 January ï 6 May; 7:45 ï 8:40 p.m.; Kerns) Martin Luther is the 

writer and Paul Althaus is the compiler. Join Pr. Kerns at Sound Words Academy as we go through one 

of his favorite Lutheran books. It is so good that once we come to the end of it, we will want to circle back 

around it again. Come drink from the fire-hydrant of good, confessional Lutheran thought. 
 

Adult Catechesis 
Adult Catechesis (4 September ï 6 May 7:45-8:40 p.m.; September through December, Kerns; 

January through May, Bruss) The central teachings of the Christian faith. What does God say about me 

in His Law? What does God say to me in His Gospel? How am I to relate to God? And where can I find 

Christ and what He wants to give to me? This September through May course, with breaks scattered 

throughout those 8 months, weaves together the teachings of Scripture and The Small Catechism and 
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shows how God encounters you in the Divine Service. For those interested in becoming members of St. 

Johnôs or those seeking a refresher in the guts of Lutheran theology.  
 

Youth Catechesis 
YCat I (12 September ï 8 May, 5:55-6:50 p.m.; Kinnett) For 6th graders. 1 year long. 

YCat II (12 September ï 8 May, 5:55-6:50 p.m.; Bruss & Kerns) For 7th and 8th graders. 2 years 

long. 
 

ALSO REGARDING SOUND WORDS ACADEMY 

The Sound Words Academy 5:55-6:50 p.m. study for adults (and anyone whoôs confirmed, for that 

matter!) that starts on Wednesday, 4 September, is a study of the Formula of Concord. If you already own 

a Book of Concord, be sure to bring it along. You can also purchase a copy from the office for $26.00. 

Itôs the kind of book that should be on the shelf of every Lutheran household. Conversely, if that price is 

too steep, we also have available a copy of the Epitome of the Formula of Concord for $5.00, which will 

be sufficient for our class. This year our plan is, at various times throughout the year in Sound Words 

Academy, to study the issues and articles of the Formula of Concord (see schedule for SWA above)ðso 

your investment will provide you with fruitful service throughout the year.  

 
REMINISCENCE ON THE O CCASION OF THE 145TH

 ANNIVERSARY OF ST. JOHNôS 

St. Johnôs was founded on 13 September, the Eve of Holy Cross, 1874.  

Iôve always wanted to know what St. Johnôs ñfelt likeòð30, 50, 80 years ago, even more. Thatôs why 

many of youðespecially those of you whoôve been around a long timeðhave been the target of my 

questions about the past. My many thanks for humoring me! 

 

Of course, beyond just anecdotal information and remembrances, thereôs also documentary evidence and 

artifacts. For example, in the last year I ran across the 1896 confirmation class picture: Three boys, 5 girls, 

all dressed in their heavy (!) late-Victorian-era clothingðand each one dressed just like everyone of their 

own sex.  
 

More recently, Pr. Scott Snow of Holy Cross in Wichita received from one his members a box of St. 

Johnôs ñgoodies,ò including a copy of our constitution adopted on 9 July 1933, and passed it on to me. 

The thing is in near perfect shape, nicely bound. To put it in historical context, 1933 is the year Hitler rose 

to power, the Great Depression and Dust Bowl were present reality, Pr. Hoyer was pastor of this 

congregation, TLS wasnôt TLS but St. Johnôs Ev. Luth. School, and St. Johnôs must have already at least 

been thinking about building our present nave (which was completed in 1938). Though at the time St. 

Johnôs offered only one English service per month, the 1933 constitution is in English (due to pressures 

to drop German exerted in WW I and the rise of Hitler to power).  
 

But all of those little contextual notices arenôt really the point. Far more interesting are the many things 

that have remained the same, and some of the differences.  
 

Every Missouri Synod congregation from the founding of the Synod until now has proudly and 

unabashedly subscribed Godôs inspired, inerrant Word, the Bible, as the sole source and norm of teaching 

and life, and the Book of Concord of 1580 as a true exposition of the Word of God. That was true in 1933, 

as well. But in addition to that, and as the last document enumerated as the ñDoctrinal Basis,ò the 1933 

constitution lists The Visitation Articles of Saxony (VAS). 
 

Now, VAS was drafted by Luther and Melanchthon, and was designed as a sort of blueprint for the 

problems church supervisors were to look for and the things they should cause to make happen in the 

congregations of Saxony in the late 1520s. It includes things like making sure the church yard/cemetery 

isnôt used during the weekday as a cattle penðmuch less the nave (!). VAS also includes a great deal of 

instruction on what should be taught to the people, since Luther hadnôt yet written the Large and Small 
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Catechisms. In fact, the Large and Small Catechisms were written after the church visitors had made their 

visitsðthe need for instruction they discovered was great. The inclusion of VAS in the ñDoctrinal Basisò 

is one of the most interesting things in the 1933 constitutionðand, to my knowledge, unique. 
 

A little later on in the document, all communicant male members 21 years or older ñare to be admonished 

of their Christian duty to become voting members.ò Duty, for sure. But even more, what a privilegeðto 

have a hand in securing the well-being of our congregation for welfare of the Gospel not only today but 

also in the future! And here we are, 86 years later, thanks in no small part to good decisions made by the 

voters of St. Johnôs. Join the voters assembly!  
 

Shortly thereafter the constitution reads, ñIt shall be the duty of all members who have the parental care 

of unconfirmed children incumbent upon them to commit such children to the Christian Day School or 

otherwise provide for their training in pure Christian doctrine.ò Indeed, how could it be otherwise? If 

parents have been given the gift of eternal life through the Gospel, what cost and effort would they not 

spare if only their own children could have the same thing? Fortunately, our parents can still do that by 

sending their children to Topeka Lutheran School, having them regularly in Sunday School, Jr. Lutherans, 

and Youth Catechesisðand thereôs a bonus today there wasnôt in 1933: youth and young adult bible 

studies. Take every opportunity to use what our congregation offers for your chidren to be trained in pure 

Christian doctrine! 
 

In terms of communal life, itôs also telling that the constitution requires members, on pain of removal from 

the rolls, to ñsubmit themselves to the ordinances which are or may be established by this congregation, 

as long as such ordinances are not contrary to the Word of God, and permit themselves to be fraternally 

admonished and corrected when they have erred.ò It sounds heavy-handed, but itôs just saying in 

ñlegaleseò what is true of the Body of Christ in any location: that we submit to one another out of reverence 

for Christ, lay aside personal interest, and that, as a single body, we work together to build up the kingdom 

of God in that place. How can we do that better?  
 

The final really interesting thing among the duties of the members is this one: ñIt shall be the duty of every 

communicant member to make personal announcement for confession to the pastor.ò Our Augsburg 

Confession says, ñConcerning Confession [our churches] teach that Private Absolution is to be retained.ò 

(AC 9.1) What a blessing our ancestors in 1933 had! And how well Pr. Hoyer was able to take care of the 

flock entrusted to his care when he could regularly and individually speak Godôs holy and powerful Word 

of forgiveness over sins that plagued the consciences of congregation members! St. Johnôs still offers 

Private Confession and Absolution, and itôs practiced here several times per month. Receive this as 

encouragement to make an appointment with one of the pastors for that purpose!  
 

The final thing Iôll mention is an article that reads roughly the same as what we have in our constitution 

todayðand one we always do well to heed. It  has to do with what kinds of books are to be used throughout 

the congregation in the Divine Services, Bible classes, school instruction, catechesis, and so forth. Such 

books ñmust be genuinely Lutheran and all secular subjects must be taught in agreement with Lutheran 

doctrine.ò Praise be to God alone that such a spirit has pervaded our congregationðfrom Pr. Hoyerôs time 

(and no doubt earlier) to the present day. And, as He has now blessed us with 145 years, may the Lord 

continue to grant to us His clear Word and Lutherôs doctrine pure till He returns again in glory to judge 

the living and the dead! Amen.  
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THANK YOUôS 

Dear Friends at St. Johnôs, 

Thank you for the wonderful Service of Farewell and Godspeed with reception on Friday evening, August 

2, as well as for the many cards and gifts. Marcia and I so much appreciated the opportunity to say thanks 

and goodbye to so many of you. Thank you also for a wonderful 20 years at St. Johnôs and in Topeka. We 

have been richly blessed by our time in Topeka and will miss you very much! May the Lord bless you and 

keep you and continue to feed you through the faithful, dedicated, and caring servants whom He sends to 

serve you in this place. 
 

      All our love in Christ, 

      Pastor Lange, Marcia, and family 

 
AN UPDATE FROM PASTOR GOETZ 

After retiring from my position at St. John's last fall, I agreed to play the organ for church one Sunday a 

month without being paid. Last Spring I asked my successor Kantor Bethany Johnson not to schedule me 

to play in June, July, and August because of summer travels Betty and I hoped to make. 
 

Later, at my request, I am scheduled to play the organ one last time at St. John's: for both services on 

Sunday, September 8. The first time I played for church was on June 26, 1955, when I was fifteen years 

old. Thus, I have been a church organist for 64 years ï 39 of them at St. John's. I thank the Lord for the 

joy this has been in my life! 

                                         Cordially in Christ, 

                                        Pastor Goetz 
 

MONTHLY BREAKFAST IN SEPTEMBER 
 

Bring your favorite breakfast food to share on Sunday, September 8, between services. Sit down and enjoy 

the meal with someone new! (Donôt forget to pick up your dishes from the serving table so that those 

cleaning up will have less to do.) 

 

 

NEIGHBORHOOD BLOCK PARTY ï NATIONAL NIGHT OUT RECAP  
 

The Lord blessed us with summertime weather for the event. 325 attended the event, 200 from the 

neighborhood. For the 6th year in a row, we received a generous Mission Outreach Grant from the Lutheran 

Church Extension Fund. Those funds, combined with a $100 grant from law enforcement, and funding from 

the Historic Old Town NIA, significantly lowered the expense of putting on the event. The Neighborhood 

Care Team expresses their sincere appreciation for those who volunteered at the event along with all St. 

Johnôs members that attended the event and interacted with our neighbors. The neighbors truly enjoyed 

the evening!  
 

We are reaching out to the guests that visited the Block Party by inviting them to the kick-off event for 

Sound Words Academy as well as weekly SWA activities. We plan to invite them to other church activities 

throughout the year. If you see a new face in the crowd, please help us give them a warm welcome. 
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A LETTER FROM DAVID WOELMER 

 
 

HYMN OF THE MONTH FOR SEPTEMBER 

LSB 545, ñWord of God, Come Down on Earthò 

Introduction  

 The explanation to the second petition to the Lordôs Prayer is as follows: ñThe kingdom of God 

certainly comes by itself without our prayer, but we pray in this petition that it may come to us also... 

Godôs kingdom comes when our heavenly Father gives us His Holy Spirit, so that by His grace we believe 

His holy Word and lead godly lives here in time and there in eternity.ò The kingdom of God came to us 

in the womb of the Virgin Mary and in a lowly manger ï God becoming man for us through His 

incarnation. Just as Jesus healed the deaf man by the physical means of touch, He touches us with His 

Word and Sacraments. His Word of forgiveness enters our ears, creating faith that receives His gifts. 
 

Background & Explanation 

 ñWord of God, Come Down on Earthò was written by James Quinn (1919-2010), a Jesuit priest 

from Scotland. He was primarily a teacher and a writer, as well as a translator. In this hymn, Quinn focuses 

on the ñWord of God,ò namely, Jesus Himself, the Word become flesh. This hymn is both a hymn of 
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prayer and a hymn of praise. We pray that God would come to us, just as we pray in the Lordôs Prayer, 

ñthy kingdom come.ò We also praise God for what He has done for us on the cross and what He continues 

to give us in Christ. 

 Stanza 2 teaches us about the Word of God that creates and redeems, and that will bring restoration 

on the Last Day. Not only does God bring life in creation, but He also gives us eternal life through His 

redemption on the cross. On the Last Day, He will call us to the full restoration of His eternal glory found 

in Christ (1 Peter 5:10). 

 Stanza 3 pairs well with the Gospel reading for this particular Sunday for which this hymn is the 

hymn of the day. In Mark 7:31-37, Jesus healed a deaf man. So also, He heals us, who are spiritually deaf, 

by giving us forgiveness of sins through faith, which ñcomes by hearing, and hearing through the word of 

Christò (Romans 10:17). Both kinds of healing come through physical means, which is how God chooses 

to save us and care for us in our vocations and sufferings. 

 The fourth stanza includes all three persons of the Trinity. God the Father sent His Son as the Word 

made flesh to suffer and die in our place, and He sends the Holy Spirit to guide us in His Word and sustain 

faith within us. God is continually sanctifying us, feeding us Himself, the Bread of Life, in the Lordôs 

Supper and leading us by His Word of truth, where He has promised to give us life and salvation. 

 

 

ST. JOHNôS WOMENôS LEAGUE 
 

Thank you to everyone who came out and helped with the Bargain and bake sale. 

Thank you to everyone who has given supplies for the Lutheran World relief (LWR) health kits. Many 

willing hands have worked diligently to sew and put together approximately 50 Quilts. We will have a 

number of how many and what organizations will receive them in our upcoming article. 
 

Caring Mission committee, (LWML), is collecting the following item for School Kits, 4-70 page spirals 

note books, plastic ruler, #2 lead pencils, blue or black ink pens, (no gel), 24 box crayons, pink eraser, 

small pencil sharpener and blunt end scissors. Bags for these items have been provided. 
 

The Womenôs League is still collecting Best Choice labels, ask you friends and family to save them for 

you, you may put them in the box in the labeled stamps along with any stamps you collect also. 
 

"Save the Date" for Topeka LWML Zone Fall Gathering to be held on October 12, 2019, at Redeemer, 

Lawrence, beginning with registration, coffee, and service project starting at 9 a.m. Hope to see you and 

lots of ladies from your society there! 
 

Please join us at the Lutheran Women in Mission Christian Life Retreat ñFearless Women, Redefining 

Beauty Boldlyò Guest speaker: Heidi Goehmann:  November 1 & 2, 2019 Salina, Kansas Sponsored by 

the Kansas District LWML Christian Life committee. Brochures are available in the Choir robing room. 
 

Itôs not too early to start thinking about our Annual Christmas bazaar. The date is December 6, 2019. More 

information to come. 
 

Our upcoming September Women's Gathering is quickly approaching. Please join us September 22nd at 

2:00pm in the Courtyard for an afternoon of Christian Fellowship. Please enter the East doors nearest the 

courtyard. We would love everyone to attend and spend the afternoon together with other Lutheran 

Women in Mission working together to replace and/or repair our Hymnal ribbons. Snacks will also be 

provided. Hope to see many smiling faces there! 
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TLS NEWS 

 

1.  September 6, 8:00 am to noon is Grandparents Day at TLS. The annual Scholastic book fair will be 

held as well. Join us for chapel that morning followed by fun activities, refreshments, and book-shopping! 

2.  September 14, 4:00 pm to 7:00 pm, is the annual PTL carnival and capital campaign celebration at 

the Roosevelt campus. There are several new inflatables and food trucks this year, so bring your entire 

family and invite your friends and neighbors! 

3.  September 14, 7:00 pm to 10:00 pm is the TLS Alumni Social at The Pennant in downtown Topeka 

(915 So. Kansas, upper level private room). Make plans to attend! There is free childcare available from 

7:00 to 9:00 - call the school office (785.357.0382) for more information. 

4.  TLS alumni...we'd like to hear from you! If you haven't already done so, please send us your contact 

information by completing the Alumni Survey found at the TLS/F Alumni website here: 
https://www.topekalutheran.org/alumni-survey. Call the Foundation Office at 785.357.1468 if you have 

any questions.  

 

2019 FLOWER CALENDAR  
 

We have had a great response in signing up for the Flower Calendar on the bulletin board outside of the 

church offices. If you would like to provide flowers for a particular service this coming year, please sign 

your name and phone number next to the date of your choice. Only two remaining dates available:   

November 10 & 24. 

 

DOORSTEP NEWS 
 

Thank you to everyone who donated to Christmas in July this year!  Doorstep has two events coming up 

this month! 
 

We will be taking orders here at St. Johnôs for cinnamon rolls and tamales on Sunday, September 22. 

The cinnamon rolls with icing are 6 for $9 and the tamales (beef or pork) are 6 for $13. Payment is due 

with your order. Checks should be made out to Doorstep. Delivery will be Sunday, October 13 just in time 

for the holidays!   
 

Secondly, Doorstep is planning their 2nd Annual Neighbor Helping Neighbor Walk/5K Run set for 

Saturday, October 5 at Lake Shawnee. Get your family and friends together and join them for some 

exercise and breakfast while raising funds for Doorstep at the same time!   
 

You can also visit their website:  www.DoorstepTopeka.org and download the forms to mail in, drop off 

at our office, or register online.  To guarantee an event t-shirt you need to register by September 9th.  

However, Doorstep will continue to take registrations up to the start of the event. One child age 10 & 

under can walk for free with one paid adult. Registration is $30 per person or get sponsors to cover your 

fee and donate to Doorstep.   
 

You can help Doorstep and your neighbors by participating where you can! While donations have been 

down this year, they are hoping for two great events to help boost them into the holiday season! 

 
 

 

 

https://www.topekalutheran.org/alumni-survey?fbclid=IwAR1lb1pUfFOmEwpuSnwjL4G4hRe34MyalkgBNAuJm82MlH7KuG-J3fFhheY
http://www.doorsteptopeka.org/
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SUNDAY  SCHOOL NEWS FOR SEPTEMBER 2019 

 

September 1        11th Sunday after Trinity          Luke 18: 9-14       The Parable of the Pharisee and the  

         Tax Collector 

September 8        12th Sunday after Trinity          Mark 7: 31-37       Ephphatha 

September 15      13th Sunday after Trinity          Luke 10 : 21-37    The Good Samaritan 

September 22      14th Sunday after Trinity          Luke 17: 11-19    The Ten Lepers 

September 29      15th Sunday after Trinity          Matthew 6:24-34  God and Mammon 

 

 

All Members please note: We are starting the practice of congregational opening taking place in the 

courtyard at 9:45 each Sunday. This will take the place of our normal Sunday School opening. Parents, 

you are encouraged to keep your children with you in the courtyard until after the opening. You will have 

the opportunity to have this devotion time as a family before going to your respective classes. 
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