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THE ECHO OF THE AARONIC BLESSING

ThelorRDspoke to Moses, saying, “Speak to Aaron
the people of Israel: you shall say to them,

A T h eRrD bhless you and keep you;

the LORD make His face to shine upon you and be gracious unto you;

the LORDIliftupHiscount enance upon you and give you

“So shall they put My name upon the people o
0 Numberss.2227

Come Trinity Sunday, 12 June, around 11:15 in the morning, | will have my last opportunity to speak
those wordstothskongr egati on as your pastor. Therebs so
words, for sure, and especially on Trinity Sunday. This bledsthg secalled Aaronic blessiriy should

serve as a standard and mark of the Church. Thmattite phrasetogy, with the name of the @rRD
repeated in each part, clearly marks tl@Rb as the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit and declares,
AThis is a congregat i cmarkodverytoheef yourae redeegmedibg Ch@sb the! o
crucified the sare blessing you received at your Baptism in the name of the Father and of the Son and
of the Holy Spirit.

The blessingbs derivation straight from Scriptdt
God that is the supreme and final auttyoin all matters of doctrine and life. (Coincidentally mostraf

liturgy is simplypassagestraight from the Scripturestrung together;ih hose f ew pl aces

a direct gquotation itds not hi whatthm8arigguresdgya n an e X

So for those two reasons alénthe clear confession of the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit and the
AscriptudiitcGs yaopprfoprti at e.

|l tds al so appropriate because what dsh®émpastdou ! d

you, the dear baptized flock of Christ, t han tf
making sure that the first words our spouses hear when they wake up and the last words children hear
from us when they walk outttdtoor i n the morning or go to sl ee

youd each sheep individually and all sheep as a flock. And | want the blessing for all of you.

But where it falters for me a little bit is here: the Aaronic blessing was never idtendes & yfeg @o d r
as filast words. o

Il nstead, itds the perennial blessing of Godbs p
t hrough your Baptism into His death and relsurre
who are t he sdoQalatians8.7)Abr aham. o
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So imagine that the history of the world is a slinkpld one end of the slinky in one hand and the other

in the other hand and stretch out your hands as far as you can. That span is the whole histamriaf th

from Numbers6 until the Lord Jesus Christ returns. One of the whirls on that slitiopefully further

from theNumberss end and cl oser to t WWeveirdetlwrcmtef atshe u

But every single time that blessingisutte d, it 6s | i ke the slinky is b
so that no matter how Afarodo you are from it on
of the blessing joins you with Gandbissons,mrdwithtalut i o
the people of Israel, so that —righ t hen when
uttered, straight from the mouth of thekRbHi ms el f. That s how it was fc
came from th&eORDO s  mto Mdsés; from the mouth of Moses to Aaron; from the mouth of Aaron to

his sons; and finally from the mouth of his sorl

mouth it was: the voice and blessinglonged to and canfeom the LORD Himself.

And this is exactly what has happened on down through the ages. At every whirl of the slinky that blessing
has been echoed by its repetitigvith every repetitionthe slinky is collapsed, andt 6 s tohGod voi c
Himself spealng into the ears of His faithful people.

Onthe 19 of Junegf t er | utter those wodrnds arodomay dftyoutf ierme
like the slinky is getting stretched out again, like the blessing is distant and remote.

But the next Sunday imgs another whirl; the next Sunday after it, yet another; and so orbld@$sng

wi || be spoken, not by Moses, not by -Aaysoo of, no
Aaron. Butit will be spoken, faithfully, as hasalways beenThesin k' y wi I I col | apse, &
whose mouth it isbecause it will be the voice of God that wlithw near to the ears of His faithful people,

and the gracious®RD who desires every good of body and soul for you His chosen Israel will place His
Triune name upon you once again and bestow upon you every blessing in Jesus Christ the Son.

Fogs

Senior Pastor - Rev. J. S. Bruss, ext. 104
Kantor - Bethany M. Johnson
TLS Teachers — Joshua Grass, Erin Grass, Kyle Johnson, Andrea Kosmicki

May God grant you His peace!

CALL COMMITTEE UPDATE

The call committee has conducted the interviewswificdoe presenting two candidates to serve as our
next senior pastor at special meeting of the voteassembly on Sunday June 5 at 9%3®.You should

have received an email blast from Yvonne on Thursllay 26 with the names of the two pastors and an
information sheet on each one of théinnted copie®f the information sheet will be availatdéerboth

Divine Services on Sundajay 29.We want all of the voters to become familiar with the two pastors by
reading their information sheets and visiting their church websites prior to the voters assembly meeting
on June &t 9:30 a.mif you did not receve a copy of the information sheets on the pastors, please contact
the church officeThe call committee will not be making a recommendation as to whewall should

be extended Both would be excellent choices for the next senior pastor for SJELgbu have any
guestions please contact any member of the call comdisee dy Gr i tt man (chair),
Justin Polter, Kristin Weir, Mason Leach, Cheri
Mar k Bawuer|l e, Buck, Eldhn ,KiQleaytMar kki limckedrtwo od,
Johnson.



Our constii

INTERESTED IN BECOMING A VOTING MEMBER?
tution defines fivoting member 0o as

a

c

and been received as a voting member upon application for such privilege and approval of the voters of
the assemblyWe encourage all eligible St. John’s members to join the voters assembly. If you would
like to become a voting member of our congregation, you can contact the office, pastor, or your elders to
get instructions on how you can become a voter.

John Kastner

e St. John's Evangelical
Lutheran Church - Topeka,
KS - Vicar

ST. JOHN’s 2022-2023 VICAR

OnTuesday, April 27, Seminarian John Kastner was assigned to serve-hi
year Vi car agand I8stfamilyplan honafrige.mieddree anchis

installationwill be on June 2@luring our Divine ServicesVicar Kastner is
married to Beatrice and thepVve a ong/earold daughter, Anastasiandare

expecting another child in Decembaéficar has lived in several differer
places, including Washingtd@itate and Virginia. However, he is familiar wit
this part of the country as he attended Concddsiesversity Nebraska where
he received a Bachelor of Science in Computer Sciddeep Vicar and his
family in your prayers and consider how you can help welcome them t
Johnos a if gou Would leeknderested in helping the Kastner farr
move into the new home, please contact the church office.

CANDIDATE OF THEOLOGY JOSHUA BRANDMAHL ORDINATION AND INSTALLATION

ANNOUNCEMENT AND INVITATION

Eee el Saint Bartholomew Evangelical Lutheran Church - Brillion, Wi

. 2

JOSHUA J. BRANDMAHL .
I”i
el

Dear members of St . John 6aftertheselastfoureworeerfal yeargHdrt t o

Wayne, we will now be moving on to BrillighwWVisconsin where | will be serving as head pastor of St.

Barthol omewd6s Lutheran Church. St . Johnoés has

Fort Wayne, and especially since we startediBam. My ordination will be oisaturday,July 9th at 2:00
PM with a reception following. Any who wish and are able to come are welcome!

0 Joshua and Ashley Brandmahl

a

b



HYMN OF THE MONTH
“O HoLY SPIRIT, ENTER IN” (LSB 913)

During eachDivine Service God the Holy Spirit enters ih a true miracle when He comes to us from
heaven to earth through His Word and Sacraments. We learn from Pentecost that the Holy Spirit makes
us His dwelling place as He enters in us to create faith by thenptide love of Christ. As a result of
Christ in us, the Holy Spirit, our ALight diwvin
vocations.

The hymn A0 Hol ¥SBE&EPR)wasiwtitten bl Michaer Schirmeo (160673).Originally

written for Pentecost, the hyntaaches us about the gifts of the Holy Spirit, whose work delivers the
salvation accomplished by our crucified, risen, and ascended Savior, Jesus Christ. This hymn is also a
prayerto receiveGod 6 s Wo r d foi theHdly&piritbhs  acnodiis wankunead through u#\s

such, it is also suitable for use at the beginning of any Divine Service.

Lut herdos expl anatoifon hoef Aphoes tTiheisrod CAreteidc Iset at e s,
believe inJesus Christ my Lord or come to Him, but the Holy Spirit has called me by the Gospel,

enlightened me with His gifts, sanctified and |
God the Holy Spirit must enter amag¢complishthat work in usHe wakes us from death to life with all
joy and gladness. Wi th the |ight of Christ, we

hearing Godo6és Word and

receiving His Sacrament
Savsobbessingo (stanza 3)

Because of the Holy Spiritdéds work in us, we are
unceasingo and fAlove increasingo we continue t|
Afire g luodiswmotraly @motional state of being but rather a true unity with Christ who displayed
Hi s Aglory ever showingo from the cross. The ac
t he Holy Spirit, and t hr o uwehbecbnzeifaithiul watmeskes ftdlled tot r u
praise God and serve our neighbor through our preaching (sharing the Gospel) and our labor (work in our
vocations).

One of the gifts of the Spirit is wisdonsgmeed un
and peace toward us lest we fall prey to our own wisdom and understanding that is governed by our sin.
OQur unceasing prayer as Christians must be that
al ways recei vi ngHiStudwislomMnd abnfessing @hrishy the power of the Holy
Spirit in us.

Goddéds Holy Spirit works through pastors, teache
Word and His mercy toward us poor sinners. We pray that the Haly 8puld also workin us through

our vocations that we may be faithful withesses of the glory revealed in Christ through His redemption
won for us on the cross. God is our ASource of
the many changeof this world, through doubt and strife, and even unto death itself. May God bless all
servants of the Church and may we continue to |
all the days of our life.

“Brodawy M Yebwion



RHYTHM OF FAITH MUSIC CAMPAT ST. JOHN’S

What? This music camp is a wedling opportunity to use your voice and hands to sing and play music,
while learning more about music technique, hymnody, theology, architecture, and more. Snacks, games,
and fun wih friends included!

Who? Children entering gradeis5

When? June 20-24, 9:00 — 11:30 a.m. We will have a performance for family on Friday.

Where?St . Johndés Ev. Lut heran Church

What now? Fill out the Google Form (https://forms.gle/9J87m1KQkaPnTCw8dume 13 or contact

Bethany Johnson for registration. Payments by cash or check can be made prior to or on the first day
Cost? $40 per child

Questions? Contact Bethany Johnson at bjohnson@stjlcms.org 0136367132 ext.3

ST. JOHN’S YOUTH VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL

When: July 1:15
Time: 9:00a.m:12:00p.m.
Theme: The Ten Commandments
Ages: 3 years old through 5th grade
If you are interested in helpipngontactAndrea Kosmicki

2022 SJELC WORSHIP CONFERENCE

Saturday, August 13, 9:00 a.m. - 4:00 p.m.
Rev. Sean Deanzer, LCMS Worship Director, is the keynote speaker. This conference is for lay people,
musicians, and pastors, so we encourage you to attend. More information to come.

BOARD OF STEWARDSHIP: BUDGET AND RECEIPTS REPORT

In an effort to keep our congregation informed about our financial situation, the Board of Stewardship has
agreed to publish monthly budget reports. These reports are designed to give you a snapshot of our
congregational support ofegh budget adopted by the voterdés ass
find this information useful.

YTD Projected Budget Receipts through April 20225 247,413.49
Actual Receipts through April 2022 $ 221,748.57
Year to Date Receipts Over (Under) Budget $(25,664.92)

FAREWELL AND GODSPEED LUNCHEON FOR PASTOR BRUSS AND FAMILY

Join us as we give thanks and bid farewell to Pastor Bruss and family at a farewell luncheon on Sunday,
June 12after a single Divine Service at 10:00 a.m. All food is provided. It is helpful to know how many

to plan for,so please notify the church office or use the SignUp Genius link emailed tw pouthe St.

J o hn o s if yoa flas totateend. Of course wailks will still be welcome!

BOARD OF STEWARDSHIP — PLANNED GIVING SUNDAY SPEAKERS

The Board of Stewardship is happy to host the following speakensg our monthly breakfasts this
summer In July, Thad Sulliverwill speak at our monthly congregatiobatakfast. In Augustve will be

hosting Heather Williams who is the planned giving advocate for the LCMS district office. These guests
are coming to help our members better understand what stewardship looks like and gvewdgasve
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providkeongoi ng support for the mini st WghopefyoutcdmnsderWo r d
attending the Sunday breakfasts and learning what is possible and how we can help.

SAVE THE DATE FOR ST. JOHN’S SCRAMBLE

Qur 2022 St. J 0 hheld ©ctoBec 1522032 lared will bel moving this year to Village
Greens, just north of Meriden. Village Greens is a great location and has us scheduled for a 1:00 p.m.
shotgunstart onSaturday, October 15. More information will be coming in future newsdetter

LUKE SAVAGE MEMORIAL GOLF TOURNAMENT

The 8" annual Luke Savage Memorial Golf Tournameili be held at Shawnee Country Club on
Saturday, July 9Gratefully, they are full on teams but can alwagseptdonations or raffle items.

ST. JOHN’S WOMEN’S LEAGUE

Dorcas and Sarah Circles would like to invite the ladies of the congregation to a brown bag picnic
lunch on Tuesday, June 14 at 11:30 a.m. at Hughes Park (725 SW Orleans). Parking lot entrance is from
Parkview St. Bring your lunch and beveraljet should be raining, the location will move to Luther Hall
at St. Johnods.

Sarah circle meets the " Monday of the month at 6:00 p.m. for bible study, a short meeting and
fellowship.Meetings will resume September 12, 2022.

Dorcas circle meets the ® Tuesday of the month at 1:00 p.m. for bible study, a short meeting and
fellowship.Meetings will resumé&eptember 14, 2022.

The Caring Mission Committeill be doing health and school kits again this year. They will be different,

ard a complete list of items needed will be in the July newsletter. 100 school bags were donated from a
church in Wichita, which we are very pleasBldncy plans to find out which church and include in the

July newsletter.

St. Johiis Women Leagueontinues to colledBest Choice labels. Best Choice labels may be purchased

at Apple Market in Topeka. Ask your friends and familysave them for you. Place them in the box
labeled stamps along with any stamps you collect. Money received from the Best Choice labels is used
for our special projects.

Donations for quilt projects continue to bacceptedltems needed at this time are bed sheets of any size

or color and embroidery flos$hank you in advance to anyone who donates. If you would like to give a
monetary donation, send it to the church office and Erika will see it gets to the \¢édreague.

If you enjoy working with your hands and like to do quilts, the group is meeting the first and third
Thursdays of the month in the undercroft of church begmat 9:00 a.m. and work until they are tired.
Come join and enjoy sister fellowship.

Mission Statement Empowered by the HolypBit, the Lutheran Women's, Missionary League Kansas
District will nurture, motivate, and prepare The Lutheran Churdhissouri Synod women to serve the
Lord with gladness.

BIRTHDAY BLESSINGS ARE EXTENDED ToO...
Joyce Lohmanwho will be 92 on June 5



Alice Casurawho will be 91 on June 10

FUNDING FOR CHURCH ACTIVITIES

Funding for our monthly breakfasts, coffee and dorutsnninglow.l f youdve theeen enj
fellowship with our coffee andonuts on Sunday morningsonsider supporting by donating to the
i F | find,using cash or check and place it in the offering.

PORTALS OF PRAYER BOOKLETS

New Portals of Prayeidevotion booklets wilbeset outin the narthex towards the end of June. These are
available to the entire congregation free of charge; howedwsaations are welcome and appreciaRidk

one up and put it with your Bible in a place at home to remind you to have daily devotions. Consider
taking an extra copy to give to a friend.

DOORSTEP NEWS

This month Doorstep begins its'§ear of providing services to our neighbors in need. Since March
2020, Doorstep has provided all of its services, except clothing, by phone and interview. Clothing has
been by appointment only since it openedagjin. Approximately 75% of Doorstep voluntebes/e
returred howevermany of our regular volunteease beginning to take vacations and days off. Thinking
ahead once Doorstep returns tepgrson services again, they will rely heavilyvamhunteers each day, so

help is in need.

Currently, Doorstep has openings in the food room, clothing and sort rooms and at the front desk/check
in desk. Volunteers are also needed to{ipk for items such as bread, pet food and other miscellaneous
items Most volunteer hours are Mondayriday, from 8:30 a.m. to 1:30 p.m. For a volunteer application,
visit the Doorstep websitgtps://DoorstepTopeka.ony stop in the office to pick one up.

Mark your calendars! Do o r s t"@npuél sieighbor helping neighbor walk/5K run is Sunday, October
2 at 2:00 p.m. at Lake Shawnee. Plan to join others in getting exercise around the lake and raise funds for
Doorstep this October.



SUPPORT OUR MISSIONS

You gifts to the Lord using the International Missions envelopes support missionaries in the Czech
Republic, Central Russia, Siberia, and Kenya.

The Russianvar againstJkraine is now going on for more than three montis. continue to pray
for peace in Ukraine and for all its peoplecities, villages, congregations, and familig&y our good
Lord, whoreigns over all grant Higeace, which passes all understanding to keep the affirctespite
all terror.

Please support our mission@ermany wher¢he Lutheran Reformation startéfle ask for Your prayers
and donations as we work to accommodate displaced penstiresOld Latin School. Pleag&n us in
thecaring serviceand mission outreach as we continue to proclaim His graces pedamercy

M International Lutheran Center
== W a1 the Old Latin School

pEnm Lutherstadt Wittenberg




Rev. Vance and Linda Becker

Theological Educator
Serving the Lord in Kenya

The Rev. Vance and Linda Becker
serve the Lord as missionaries
through The Lutheran Church—
Missouri Synod (LCMS) in
Kenya. Vance teaches at Matongo
Lutheran Theological College in
western Kenya, where pastors,
evangelists and teachers are
trained for service in 11 countries
in East Africa. At the school,
Linda works with music and
deaconess students.

Vance graduated from St.
John's Junior College, Winfield,
Kan.; Concordia Senior College,
Fort Wayne, Ind.; and Concordia
Seminary, St. Louis (1982). Before becoming a missionary, Vance was a pastor at three LCMS
parishes in South Dakota and Minnesota. Vance’s other interests include building design and
hymn writing. His current duties, in addition to teaching various classes, include serving as
chair of the Department of Practical Theology and as Dean of Chapel.

Linda graduated from Bethany Lutheran College in Mankato, Minn., and the University
of lowa in Iowa City, lowa. She was later colloquized into the LCMS at Concordia University,
St. Paul, St. Paul, Minn. Linda taught first through seventh grades in Lutheran and public
schools in Virginia, South Dakota and Minnesota before serving in Kenya. Her hobbies
include reading, playing piano and organ, and quilting. The Beckers both enjoy camping,
hiking and bicycling.

Pray for Vance and Linda as they serve in Kenya, and ask God to help
them fit in well in the culture of this rural area. Pray for Vance, that
he would be effective in his role as a college teacher. Ask God to make
Linda’s music and mentorship work a blessing to all
the students. Pray also for the students they teach,
that they would grow in faith, wisdom and abilities
that will enable them to serve the growing church
in eastern Africa. Pray for the Evangelical Lutheran
Church in Kenya and Matongo's students, that they
would have the resources necessary to allow dedi-
cated Christians to be trained for church work. Let
us give thanks to God that the Beckers are serving
His people in this part of the world.

Pray daily for
Vance and Linda
and how you can
support and tell others about their
ministry. Visit Icms.org/becker

Learn about LCMS international

work at international.lcms.org

Support aninternational worker.
Call 888-930-4438

1’ THE
LUTHERAN CHURCH
MISSOURI SYNOD

BIRTHDAYS: Vance - Sept. 20, Linda - Dec. 9
ANNIVERSARY: July 10
HOME DISTRICT: Minnesota South

Dear friends at St. Johns,

Thark you for your recent contribution
to the teaching work hereThe work
continues with asummer semester wit
somestudentsincluding a program fol
High School studentahich began this
week

We are leaving in the morning for th|
U.S. where we will be makg stops to
thank supporters.

We look forward to seeing yaa July.
Godos

continued b

0 Rev. Vance Becke

To sign up to receive their newslettel|
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CAMPAIGN NEWSLETTER JUNE 2022

. ﬁm, E.e.ru.mt-:ma ‘Ea c&m:
Topeka Lutheran School

Diear Hesvenly Father, as we come to the end of another school year at TLS. we ask that You would be with and bless our
children this summer as they enjoy summer vacation. Kesp them safe and give them a yeaming to leam about ou and the gift
of Your Son, Jesus Christwhom You sent fo save us from etemnal death. We are thankful for your blessings on our GiEC capital
campaign and the people that hawve given so much time, tglent and treasure to keep TLS functioning here in Topeka,

£l this was ask in Christ's Holy Mame, Amen.

SUPPORT TOPEKA LUTHERAN TODAY! CLICK TO DONATE.

hit

TOTAL COMMITMENTS

Total Amount Committed: 3548 843
Total Pledged Gifts Received: 3531 487
Total # of Pledges Received: 125

TLS UPCOMING EVENTS

June 11, §:00am to 4:00pm, TLS Main Campus: Prepars

Classrgoms for £YC Transition [see update on CYT below].

+ June 1317, TLS Gym: Camp Invention

« June 20-24: Faith VBS Camp

= July 8, 3:00am: Luke Sevage Memarial Golf Banefil, Great
Life Shawnee Country Club, 513 5E 28th 5t

CAMPAIGN UPDATE

Thank you fo the zeveral familiez whe hawve deeided o conbinuwe
their schedwled giffigiang for this important campaign, even
though their inital three-year commiiment was completed.

If your family would like to do the same, please contact the TLS
Foundation Office at 785-357-1468 or

foundation(@ topekalvtheran.org .

Upon recommendation of the Growing God's Children
campsaign lesdership and members of the LSAT and
Foundation Boards, approval was given to allocate sl
remaining capitsl campaign funds to facility upgrades. A new
TLS Building Upgrade Commities will meest in wupcoming
weeks to review, priontize and design needed upgrades and
changes. Members will include representstives from the
Growing Sod's Children team. the three Associstion
Churches (Christ, Faith, and 5t. John's}, LSAT ard Foundation
Bioard of Directors. Updates on the commitiee's progress will
be made in upcoming newsletters.

UPDATE FROM LSAT BOARD

+ Staffing and Enrcllment: Mr. Kyle Johnson begins &= the
new TLS Principal/Executive Director effective 7-1-2022
along with Mrs. Cristy Balch, the new Kindergarten teacher.
Baoth hewve made on-site visits to meet with staff, and kr.
Johnson hedd 5 "meet and greet”™ with TLS parents oo hMay
11. Mr. Johnson will be a Faith Lutheran Church an Juns
18 to meet with familizs. Enroliment for K-8 continues with
approsmately 55 stoedents retuming and additional
enrcliments anticipated during the surmmear months.
Encourage youwr family members, fiends and neighbors to
consider having their childiren) attend TLS next yesr. To
schedule s tour, please call the school office at
TER. 3670382,

+ Replacement of Steam Boiler: PCI Contractors confirmed
that a new stearm boiler has been orderad and delivery is
anticipated after August 31, 2022,

+ C¥C Transition: In April, the TLS LSAT Board of Directors
approved the transition of the Center for Young Children
(CHC) from the 17th and Gage location to the 701
Roossvelt campus. This transition will sllow CYC to
streamline operations, ensure its on-going viahility, and
enhancs its parinership with TLE and the Topska
community. The Roosewelt O will utilize fowr dassrooms
lozated in the west entrance hall and will bagin operstion
on Twesday July 5, 2022, CY'C Roosewelt will be shle to
serve children from year one (walking) through Prekl
Estimated enrcllment is 43_snd building modifications will
be completed prior to the fransition. Additional questions
can be sent to the LSAT board email at
schoolboard@topekalutheran.org.

THANK YQU ! Thank you to all who paricipated online or stopped by TLS to observe the Mational Day of Prayer
hiedd on May 5 - and thank you to the teachers and students who shared their thowghtful prayer ists. Many prayers were lited up
that day by students, teachers, families, and church members. & special "shout-out” to Mr. |szac Taylor for seffing up the live-

streaming of this observance on the TLS Facebook pags.
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LI St John's
)%

901 SW Fillmore, Topeka, KS 66606-1445

THE MISSION OF THE CHURCH

“ Go therefore and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son
and of the Holy Spirit, teaching them to observe all that | ltavemanded yot.(Matthew 28:1920g

So that we may obtain faith in Christ, God instituted the ministry of teaching the gospel and administering
the sacraments. Through the gospel and sacraments, as through means, God gives the Holy Spirit whc
produces faith, where and when He willsthose who hear the gospdlu@gsburg Confessigrrticle 5)



