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OUR CALL HAS BEEN ANSWERED

Pastor Wright and his family plan to move to Topeka in October. More details on his installation will be
given once details of their move have been finalized. Praise God from whom all blessings flow!
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VOTER’S MEETING
Our next scheduled voter’s meeting is set for Sunday, November 20. Our constitution defines “voting
member” as a communicant member who has reached the age of 18 years and been received as a voting
member upon application for such privilege and approval of the voters of the assembly. We encourage
all eligible St. John’s members to join the voters assembly. If you would like to become a voting
member of our congregation, you can contact the office, pastor, or your elders to get instructions on how
you can become a voter.

SOUND WORDS ACADEMY 2022-2023
Sound Words Academy (SWA) returns this Fall! SWA, centered on the Office of Evening Prayer at 7:00
p.m., will meet Wednesday evenings starting September 7. There will be a meal served at 5:15 p.m. prior
to our Youth Catechism, Junior Lutherans and Rhythm of Faith classes. At this time, there will be no adult
bible study. Evening Prayer will begin at 7:00 p.m. Be sure to sign up for the meal by Monday each
week in order for the cooks to have enough prepared for everyone. If you are interested in assisting with
these meals as the “team leader”, please go to the St. John’s website, click on the Sound Words Academy
link and click the “team leader sign up” and pick the dates you are willing to lead a team of 2-3 people in
the kitchen. All the food will already be purchased; we just need people to help prepare, serve and clean
up after the meal. Contact Pam Harms in the church office for questions. The sign up for both the meal
and team leader is located on our St. John’s website: https://stjohnlcmstopeka.org/learning/sound-wordsacademy/.

HYMN OF THE MONTH
“BAPTIZED INTO YOUR NAME MOST HOLY” (LSB 590)
Each year at Topeka Lutheran School, there is a theme verse. This year’s verse is Matthew 28:18-20 where
Jesus tells His disciples, “Go therefore and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of
the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, teaching them to observe all that I have commanded you.
And behold, I am with you always, to the end of the age.” The hymn of the year that is connected to this
theme is “Baptized into Your Name Most Holy” (LSB 590). The children will be singing this hymn
throughout the year as they live as baptized children of God and as they continue to learn this in their
education.
This hymn was written by Johann Rambach (1693-1735) and was published in 1734 in a book whose title
is translated as “edifying little book for children.” The heading associated with this hymn was “daily
renewal of the baptismal covenant.” The text, especially that of the original, focuses on the baptismal life
of believers in Christ. It is important to remember that our baptism is not just a “one-time” event, but it is
a daily drowning of our sins and rising to new life in Christ. The Holy Spirit lives within us, and we share
in the blessings of the cross won for us.
Stanza 1 acknowledges that baptism is connected to God’s name – Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Though
we are “weak and lowly” and “dead to sin,” we are saved by God and claim a place among God’s saints
in baptism. Stanza 2 describes the actual act of baptism, of being brought to the font like an infant. Parents
and sponsors bring those who need baptism, but God ultimately does the work of salvation. Through
baptism we share in Christ’s sufferings, and the fruit that comes from that is God’s grace and mercy toward
us through His Son. We are comforted in this promise.
Our baptized life is a life of prayer. As children of God, we can talk to Him in prayer with the faith that
He has given to us. The last two stanzas provide a good prayer that acknowledges that God “fails us never”
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and keeps His promises. The prayer continues to ask that we not be cast away from the faith, even as we
“daily sin much and surely deserve nothing but punishment” (meaning to the Fifth petition of the Lord’s
Prayer). This prayer includes the Kyrie, “have mercy,” and implores God to “forgive, lift up, restore Your
child” when we sin.
As we live in our vocations, we pray that our actions serve not our will but God’s alone. God receives us
as His own, for He lives in us. As baptized children of God, we are called to love our neighbor and confess
our faith to those around us. “Making disciples” is done by God through us. He “desires all to be saved
and to come to the knowledge of the truth” (1 Tim. 2:4). We pray that God would give us the faith, courage,
and strength to confess Christ to others in our vocations, bring them to the baptismal font, and teach them
about God’s Word. This includes our own children, our fellow church members, our co-workers and
friends, our family, and any other neighbor we encounter in our life. It is a life-long endeavor, just as our
baptized life is on-going as well. May God continue to work His faith within us unto the end.

Thank you for your support for St. John’s Music Academy
Check us out on Facebook!
Interested in private lessons for piano, organ, trumpet, violin or flute? Contact Bethany Johnson
(bjohnson@stjlcms.org)

CALLING ALL MUSICIANS…
Do you desire to use your musical talent in service to the Church?
Do you want to join other musicians making music together?
Do you love to sing, play bells, or play an instrument?
If you said “yes” to any of these questions, please consider the following:
•
•
•
•

Kantorei (vocal choir), rehearses every Thursday, 7:15-8:15 p.m. (beginning September 8)
Ecclesia Bells (handbell choir), rehearses every Thursday, 6:15-7:00 p.m. (beginning September 8)
Playing a musical instrument during a service
Singing in a small choir or duet, or chanting during a service

Contact Bethany Johnson (bjohnson@stjlcms.org) if you are interested.

THANK YOU
Thank you to all my friends at St. John’s for the cards, prayers and visits. May God bless and keep each
of you in His care. – Helen Holt (This was received prior to Helen’s passing.)
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SUPPORT OF THE EAGLE FOUNDATION
Support of the Eagle Foundation “Building Maintenance and Enhancement Fund” that was established to
address large, specific, and known future building maintenance, repairs and Capital Enhancements to the
church are always welcome. Use your Building Maintenance and Enhancement, “Eagle Foundation”
envelope or write BM&E on the memo line of your check. Donations directed toward this fund are highly
beneficial to the longevity of St. John’s Ev. Lutheran Church. Thanks in advance for your support.

BOARD OF STEWARDSHIP: BUDGET AND RECEIPTS REPORT
In an effort to keep our congregation informed about our financial situation, the Board of Stewardship
has agreed to publish monthly budget reports. These reports are designed to give you a snapshot of our
congregational support of the budget adopted by the voter’s assembly for 2022. We hope that you will
find this information useful.
YTD Projected Budget Receipts through July 2022
Actual Receipts through July 2022
Year to Date Receipts Over (Under) Budget

$433,489.00
$406,548.05
$(26,940.95)

BOARD OF STEWARDSHIP – PLANNED GIVING SUNDAY SPEAKERS CONTINUES
The Board of Stewardship continues its planned giving series during our monthly breakfast on September
11. Heather Williams, who is the planned giving advocate for the LCMS District Office, will join us and
give a presentation geared to prepare individuals for a “Lifetime Plan for Giving”. The goal of the
presentation is to provide education on Christian estate planning, letting LCMS members know about a
resource available to them through the LCMS Foundation called the “Lifetime Plan for Giving.” St. John’s
members will learn about the LCMS Foundation, and how the Kansas District has partnered with them
for the benefit of Kansas District congregations, schools and registered service organizations. We’ll talk
about planned giving from a Lutheran stewardship perspective, with details on how to engage in LCMS
Foundation’s “Lifetime Plan for Giving.” The session will wrap up with a discussion of the fruits of
Planned Giving in the Kansas District, with an opportunity for questions and answers.

MONTHLY BREAKFAST IN SEPTEMBER
Our next monthly breakfast will be potluck on Sunday, September 11. Sunday school will be held, and
during our Bible Study, we look forward to hearing from Heather Williams. All are welcome to attend
and enjoy food and fellowship after the early service in Luther Hall.

YOUNG ADULTS MONTHLY GROUP BOOK DISCUSSION
Young adults (20s and 30s) are welcome to join a monthly book discussion on “Provoking Proverbs”
Interested? Contact Bethany Johnson for more information (bjohnson@stjlcms.org).

WOULD YOU LIKE TO HELP?
Volunteers are needed to assist in cleaning the Nave, bathrooms and Sunday School rooms (wiping
tables and chalk boards, etc.). Please contact the church office if you are willing to volunteer. Many
hands make light work!

ST. JOHN’S OKTOBERFEST
Join us for Oktoberfest on Sunday, October 23, with a single Divine Service at 10:00 a.m. followed by
an Oktoberfest meal. Tickets will be available for purchase later this month in the Courtyard between
services. See your bulletin for more details coming.
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ST. JOHN’S WOMEN’S LEAGUE
Sarah circle meets the 2nd Monday of the month at 6:00 p.m. for bible study, a short meeting and
fellowship. Meetings will resume September 12, 2022.
Dorcas circle meets the 2nd Tuesday of the month at 1:00 p.m. for bible study, a short meeting and
fellowship. Meetings will resume September 13, 2022.
``````````````````````````````````````````````````````````````````````````````````````````````````````````````````````````````
The Caring Mission Committee will be doing health and school kits again this year. We will collect these
items through the end of August. 100 school bags were donated from a church in Wichita, for which we
are very grateful. At this time, we do not need pencils or construction paper.
What’s in a Hygiene Kit?
1 bath towel, 1 washcloth, 1 bath-size bar of soap, 1 plastic soap box holder
1 toothbrush, 1 sturdy comb, 6 Band-Aids (½” or ¾”), secured together
1 small package facial tissues,1 nail clipper, 1 piece of strong ribbon or cord
What Goes into a School Kit?
1 Backpack, 2 Spiral Spiral Notebooks (wide rule), 2 Pencils, 2 Pens, 10 sheets of
construction paper, 1 Box of Crayons (24 count), 1 Ruler, 2 Glue sticks, 1 Scissors
1 Eraser, 1 pkg Colored Pencils (12 count), 1 Pencil Sharpener.
``````````````````````````````````````````````````````````````````````````````````````````````````````````````````````````````
The Annual Bargain and Bake sale was held, Thursday, August 18 and Friday, August 19. Our projects
this year included the St. John’s Welfare Fund, the International Missions of St. John’s, the Lutheran
Hour, and Topeka Lutheran School Operating Fund. The funds that we received were $2,147.25. Bake
sale $575.00 and Bargain $1,572.25, with $100.00 still outstanding. These funds will be divided equally
between the 4 projects we selected.
THANK YOU to everyone who helped in any way to make this a success. Without the donations and
help we could not have made this happen.
``````````````````````````````````````````````````````````````````````````````````````````````````````````````````````````````
The Fall LWML Topeka Zone Rally will be held October 15, 2022, at Messiah LCMS, Emporia Kansas.
Watch the October newsletter for more information.
``````````````````````````````````````````````````````````````````````````````````````````````````````````````````````````````
St. John’s Women League continues to collect Best Choice labels. Best Choice labels may be purchased
at Apple Market in Topeka. In addition to the Best Choice, there is another brand called Clearly. These
may be found at the same stores that sell Best Choice products. Ask your friends and family to save them
for you. Place them in the box labeled stamps along with any stamps you collect. Money received from
the Best Choice labels is used for our special projects.
``````````````````````````````````````````````````````````````````````````````````````````````````````````````````````````````
Donations for quilt projects continue to be accepted. Items needed at this time are bed sheets of any size
or color and embroidery floss. Thank you in advance to anyone who donates. If you would like to give a
monetary donation, send it to the church office and Erika will see it gets to the Women’s League.
If you enjoy working with your hands and like to do quilts, the group is meeting the first and third
Thursdays of the month in the undercroft of church beginning at 9:00 a.m. and work until they are tired.
Come join and enjoy sister fellowship.
``````````````````````````````````````````````````````````````````````````````````````````````````````````````````````````````
Mission Statement Empowered by the Holy Spirit, the Lutheran Women’s, Missionary League Kansas
District will nurture, motivate, and prepare The Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod women to serve the
Lord with gladness.
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SAVE THE DATE FOR ST. JOHN’S GOLF SCRAMBLE
Now is the time to register for the St. John’s Scramble Golf Tournament! The tournament will feature a
1:00 PM shotgun start on Saturday, October 15rd at Village Greens Golf Course just north of Meriden
(on-site registration desk opens at 11:30AM). Register by returning a registration form to the church office
or by contacting Ryan Weir at (785) 806-4118 or: ryan.weir@rocketmail.com.

7

YOUTH CORNER
St. John’s youth are encouraged to volunteer at the St. John’s golf scramble. It is the youth’s only
fundraiser of the year! More details on what the youth will be doing at the scramble will come via email.
Sign up sheets will be on the youth board soon!
Youth group coordinator Rachel Kathman and Vicar Kastner have been working on several fun events for
all our St. John’s youth. These events will be a great opportunity for the children to get to know other St.
John’s members, creating friendships and growing in faith together. Below are the dates scheduled for our
events this coming year. We look forward to fun and fellowship!
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PASTOR J.S. BRUSS INSTALLATION AT CONCORDIA THEOLOGICAL SEMINARY
On Tuesday, September 6th at 10:00 a.m. Eastern Time (9:00 a.m. Central Time) Concordia Theological
Seminary will hold the Opening Service for its 177th academic year. Two Kansas District pastors, Pr.
Geoff Boyle (formerly of Wichita) and our former St. John’s Pastor Jon Bruss will be installed as
professors at that Divine Service. Below is a formal letter St. John’s received of the installation.
You can catch a livestream of the Opening Service and Installation on the CTSFW Chapel page:
https://www.ctsfw.edu/daily-chapel/.
For more information go to: https://www.ctsfw.edu/ctsfw-events/event-opening-service-2022/.

TLS NEWS
TLS & Junior Wildcats Garage Sale!
Thursday, September 8 from 5:00 – 8:00 p.m.
will be a “First Look” for daycare facilities and members of the congregations
Friday, September 9 from 8:00 – 5:00 p.m.
Saturday, September 10 from 8:00 – 3:00 p.m.
See more details on TLS Facebook page!
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DOORSTEP NEWS
th

Doorstep is planning its 5 Annual Neighbor Helping Neighbor Walk/5K Fun Run set for Sunday, October
2 at Lake Shawnee at 2:00 p.m. Gather your family and friends and join others for some exercise at the
lake and snacks while raising funds for Doorstep at the same time.
Doorstep has everything available online on its website (www.DoorstepTopeka.org) under the Events tab.
Both the flyer and registration forms are available to download. You can also register online. To guarantee
an event t-shirt, be sure to register by September 13. Late registrations will still be taken.
One child age 10 & under can walk for free (t-shirt is extra) with one paid adult. Registration is $30 per
person or get sponsors to cover your fee and donate to Doorstep. The sponsor form is also on our website.
Doorstep is planning an in-person event this year with Chris Fisher from WIBW-TV as their Celebrity
Starter!
Because of Covid, Doorstep was unable to hold its Operation Soup Line, Annual Banquet and Quilt
Drawing. So its Walk/5K run is its only fundraiser in 2022. Please consider joining Doorstep or sponsor
someone to help bring in the necessary funding for this event.
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THE MISSION OF THE CHURCH
“Go therefore and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son
and of the Holy Spirit, teaching them to observe all that I have commanded you.” (Matthew 28:19–20a)
So that we may obtain faith in Christ, God instituted the ministry of teaching the gospel and administering
the sacraments. Through the gospel and sacraments, as through means, God gives the Holy Spirit who
produces faith, where and when He wills, in those who hear the gospel. (Augsburg Confession, Article 5)

