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In the name of the Father and of the + Son and of the Holy Spirit. Amen. 
 
“After these things God tested Abraham and said to him, ‘Abraham!’ And he said, ‘Here I am.’ He said, ‘Take your 
son, your only son Isaac, whom you love, and go to the land of Moriah, and offer him there as a burnt offering on one 
of the mountains of which I shall tell you.” 
 
Last week we heard about God testing the Israelites in the wilderness and Jesus was testing Philip about feeding the 
people with so little food in the Gospel reading. Here God tests Abraham in a big way. Lest we gloss over this without 
noticing it, who is the one who tells Abraham to kill his son? It’s God! The Lord is the one who tells him to do this 
thing. That’s quite mind boggling on many levels. 
 
For our consideration this morning though, we see that when God tests Abraham he is asking him to sacrifice 
something. That’s an important thing when we think about God testing his people. There’s sacrifice involved on our 
part. When God tests us it’s not comfortable. Sacrifice, though, is what we try to avoid at all costs. It’s something too, 
that we don’t have the slightest clue how to do this. The reason is because sacrifice at its very core is denial of our self, 
an individual, for the sake of someone or something else. There is a humility in all this that see the world is bigger than 
us and what we may want. 
 
When it comes to the things of God, though, we still don’t want to sacrifice. It’s a common thought that you will see in 
many circles that wants all good and pleasant things to come from God to the point that we think it absurd that the Lord 
would call us to sacrifice let alone he would give us a cross and suffering to bear. We think any time suffering, 
sacrifice, and bearing a cross happens then it must be from the devil. It’s no wonder the prevailing thought and belief 
about God and the Christian faith is what some refer to as “moralistic therapeutic deism.” It’s a belief that God exists to 
make me happy in life and to affirm my choices. God is there but he doesn’t interfere or have a part in my day to life, 
he’s simply a higher power. When the going gets tough, we just write God off or rationalize that he would never 
discipline us or give us times of suffering. This view of God is the gateway drug to atheism. 
 
Go back to the reading from Genesis, God tells Abraham to sacrifice his son. It’s not the devil who does this rather it’s 
God. When Abraham hears this, it appears as though God is contradicting himself. The Lord promised Abraham that he 
would be blessed, and a great nation would come through the son God would give to him. Abraham had doubted that at 
first and tried to take things into his own hands with Hagar, but God was not pleased. God still though spoke his word 
to Abraham and was faithful to his promises. God gave Abraham and Sarah a son, Isaac. Every time Abraham looked 
at his son, then, he was reminded of the Lord and his faithfulness toward him. He always was reminded of the great 
things the Lord would continue to do. Abraham trusted those promises. Abraham trusted the word of God and God 
counted it to him as righteousness. 
 
Now, when the Lord told Abraham to sacrifice Isaac it appeared the promise and everything the Lord said was going to 
end. God appeared to go back on his promises. Abraham, knew, though that God doesn’t go back on his word and is 
always faithful. He knew that even if he did kill his son, God would raise him back to life. Hebrews 11 says, “By 
faith Abraham, when he was tested, offered up Isaac, and he who had received the promises was in the act of offering 
up his only son, of whom it was said, ‘Through Isaac shall your offspring be named.’ He considered that God was able 
even to raise him from the dead, from which, figuratively speaking, he did receive him back.” 
 
Trusting in the promises of God is an nothing short of miraculous, because it’s worked and sustained by God. In times 
of trial, especially, to trust in Christ and his word is to look solely to him and know that he will never lie or go against 
his word. It looks outside of yourself and to the Lord. It realizes that you are not God and that you must have someone 
else to save you and redeemed you. It holds to the promises of God even against what appears to be impossible or all 
odds. The certainty and confidence of this rests in Christ who is the Word made flesh. He is the truth and the one who 
is the faithful one. He is the fulfillment of all that God has said. In all of this, too, he is the sacrifice who took our place. 
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There are times when you will suffer in this this life and times when God will call you to sacrifice something. But even 
in these things that may appear to hurt you or even get you wondering, God is still faithful, and he is the one who points 
you to himself. You can learn what it means to sacrifice and endure in all of this because as you go through this as God 
has appointed you learn really who is important and who you are to fear above all things. This goes against our sinful 
nature which wants to find some confidence in ourselves. It’s the same sort of thinking, though well intentioned, that 
thinks, “God won’t give me anything I can’t handle.” No, you can’t handle things in the broad sense, you can’t endure 
and that’s precisely the point. God save us from things we can handle! The Scripture passage that is misquoted refers to 
God not letting us be tempted beyond our ability and providing the way of escape. His testing burns that away and 
humbles us. It hits us between the eyes and shows us who we are to fear, love, and trust in above all things. For you, 
your absolute first priority is to be faithful to what the Lord says and there are no exceptions to this. Even if this means 
you might lose some of your stuff, your property, or whatever, you fear, love, and trust in God, above all things. If you 
are placed with the choice to follow God or reject it or compromise it for the sake of the approval of friends, family, 
members, or even if it means you must run into sure and certain death you are called to be faithful. You sacrifice and 
give of yourself. 
 
You see, though, the Jews in the reading from John didn’t want to listen and believe Jesus so the Lord exposes who 
they really are. It gets to what’s behind all of this and strikes through our sinful hearts. Jesus said, “You are of your 
father the devil, and your will is to do your father’s desires. He was a murderer from the beginning, and does not stand 
in the truth, because there is no truth in him. When he lies, he speaks out of his own character, for he is a liar and the 
father of lies. But because I tell the truth, you do not believe me. Which one of you convicts me of sin? If I tell the 
truth, why do you not believe me? Whoever is of God hears the words of God. The reason why you do not hear them is 
that you are not of God.” Jesus tells those before him in the reading what is happening. They lived their lives rejecting 
the words of Jesus and accused him of blaspheming God when he is God himself. That’s a contrast to the one whom 
they call their father, Abraham. 
 
Martin Luther commented on this Old Testament reading during a time when a plague was going through his area. The 
people were enduring suffering and trial and were turning away from God’s word. He wrote, “At this time, in the 
present danger of the plague, we are in a state of trepidation. It is as though we did not have the command to live and to 
call upon God. We have a most dependable Word uttered by the mouth of the Son of God (John 11:25–26): ‘I am the 
resurrection and the life; he who believes in Me, though he die, yet shall he live, and whoever lives and believes in Me 
shall never die.’ But who is interested in this Word or pays any attention to it? . . . We have the command that applies 
to us all, namely, that we should love God and fear no one—not the devil, not the Turk, not the plague—when we walk 
in our ways, even if our life is in danger, in accordance with the passage (Ps. 27:14): ‘Wait for the Lord; be strong, and 
let your heart take courage.’ But who heeds this? Nobody. For nobody believes that God has commanded confidence 
and has condemned despair.” 
 
God calls you to be faithful to his word and promises that he given to you and which you are baptized into as a 
Christian. Don’t have a “yeah, but” faith that goes “yes” until it requires you sacrifice something and then says “but.” 
Repent of your sin and lean not on your own understanding. See this testing before you and repent of despair. Have a 
faith that hears God’s word and says, “Amen.” Those who are of God hear his word and keep it they don’t pay it mere 
lip service. Your lives are to conform to God and his word. He calls you to see him for who he is and know that you are 
his children, and he is your Father. 
 
Abraham was blessed by God, and he lived by faith. By faith he was doing these things because he was trusting and 
clinging to God’s word above all the things. He feared God more than he feared killing is his own son. The Lord 
provided the sacrifice for him, that’s what this place became known as and for, the reading says. God was and is 
faithful and this, what appeared to be terrible was ultimately for Abraham and Isaac’s good. In Psalm 66 we hear, “For 
you, O God, have tested us; you have tried us as silver is tried.” You aren’t called to the same thing as Abraham, but 
you see your life and be warned. Don’t turn away from the Lord and fear him above all things. See this as you being 
refined by God. Martin Luther picks up on this in his great Hymn, “O Lord, Look Down from Heaven, Behold” (TLH 
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260) when he wrote, “As silver tried by fire is pure from all adulteration, so thro’ God’s Word shall men endure each 
trial and temptation. Its light beams brighter thro’ the cross, and, purified from human dross, it shines through every 
nation.” 
 
Dear people of God, your confidence, given by the Holy Spirit, even if you must sacrifice and endure hardship during 
this earthly life, is that the Father sacrificed his only begotten Son for you and your sake. This is your “song of love 
unknown” you sing in faith. He is the Lamb God provided as the sacrifice and because he is the perfect one you have 
forgiveness and life in his name. In his death as your substitute Jesus glorifies the Father, and you have glory in what he 
does as the propitiation for your sins. Going through this life each and every day you receive from the Lord the times of 
prosperity, health, and calm to be sure. But you also receive from him those times when he calls you to give of 
yourselves and when he does, through fear and trembling you simply cling like a burr to a wool coat to him who has 
suffered all for your sake. You know the Lord is faithful to you and his promise to you is that you have eternal life, and 
he will raise you up on the Last Day. He has made this promise to you in the waters of your baptism, and he continues 
to make it to you as you hear his word. Like St. Peter you look around you and say, “Lord, to whom shall we go, you 
have the words of eternal life.” 
 
Hear these words of eternal life. “But when Christ appeared as a high priest of the good things that have come, then 
through the greater and more perfect tent (not made with hands, that is, not of this creation) he entered once for all into 
the holy places, not by means of the blood of goats and calves but by means of his own blood, thus securing an eternal 
redemption. For if the blood of goats and bulls, and the sprinkling of defiled persons with the ashes of a heifer, 
sanctify for the purification of the flesh, how much more will the blood of Christ, who through the eternal Spirit offered 
himself without blemish to God, purify our conscience from dead works to serve the living God.” 
 
What a joy to hear these words today that God preaches to you. Your conscience is clear, it is forgiven and made new. 
This is what you know and have in Christ. This is how you have been set free to live. Hold fast to Jesus crucified for 
you. You stand at peace with God, and you are his dear child. Even if God sends you times of trial and times where you 
must sacrifice and endure suffering know that you will endure by God’s grace because the sacrifice required for sin has 
been made by Jesus. God is the one who does this, and no poison can be in the cup the Lord gives you even if it may 
taste bitter for a time. Jesus hid himself from the people in the reading from John because it was not yet his time to be 
handed over. When you look around now in the world, though his face may be hidden he still is at work and still is with 
you. And you see that his power is made perfect in weakness and that he makes foolish the wisdom of the world. Christ 
crucified is the power of God for salvation to you. 
 
Jesus is the eternal God in the flesh. Abraham saw the day of the Lord and rejoiced. You see that day and rejoice as 
well. God has redeemed you. He calls you to follow him up the mountain and promises that you will be with him and 
where he dwells. God provides for you even as he has already provided for you the sacrifice of the Lamb of God for 
your sin. Jesus has done it, and you see him as he is, and you will see him face to face on that great day when he brings 
you to himself. On that day all trial, suffering, sin, the works of the devil, and death will come to end in a glory beyond 
compare. With Abraham, Sarah, Isaac, and all the saints you will join in that unending hymn of glory to the Lamb who 
was slain and has been raised. Until that day, dear saints of God, fix your eyes on Jesus and go through this world 
walking by faith. Day by day, come what may, Jesus has been crucified for you and never will he leave you. Your 
voice cries out, “Here might I stay and sing, no story so divine! Never was love, dear King, never was grief like Thine. 
This is my friend, in whose sweet praise I all my days could gladly spend!” These are you days even now and so they 
shall be in body and soul forever. 
 
In the name of the Father and of the + Son and of the Holy Spirit. Amen. 
 


