Palm Sunday 2025
John 12:12-19 (ESV)

At that time, “the Pharisees said to one another, ‘You see that you are gaining nothing. Look, the
world has gone after him.’”

In the name of the Father, and of the + Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Amen.

Well, there they were, dear ones. There they all were that day, in and around the city of
Jerusalem, huge crowds of people were all going out to see Him—hundreds and hundreds of
them, if not several thousands. Probably even many thousands went, massive numbers of people
were all swarming about Him. Their shouts of praise were deafening. They were straining and
struggling just to catch even a glimpse. And the whole place was simply filled with excitement
and energy at His entry into Jerusalem that day. It was electric.

There He was—Jesus of Nazareth—Christ our Lord—the Son of God in the flesh—
making His way to the city of David, peoples’ cloaks lining the way all along to welcome Him;
their palm branches waving in the wind as He went by.

Truly, someone greater—someone infinitely greater—than the wise King Solomon was in
their midst. And as you heard from our Gospel text, the Pharisees, for their part, were helpless.

Try as they might, they really couldn’t do much of anything at all to stop Him as they
looked on. Even with all their learning and all their combined “wisdom” and with all their
cunning schemes and plots, still the Pharisees were impotent to stop people from going out to
Jesus and adoring Him and believing in His name. What were they to do? What could they do?

Because as St. Paul says in the first chapter of his first letter to the Church in Corinth,
“Christ [is] the power of God and the wisdom of God.” And despite our Lord Christ knowing full
well that in going to Jerusalem He was willingly going to His own death, even still, “the
foolishness of God is wiser than men, and the weakness of God is stronger than men.”

Just consider what had played out by this point in John’s Gospel when Jesus made His
royal entry into Jerusalem. Consider the “wisdom” the Pharisees had embraced up till then.

Already, so many people in the crowds that were welcoming Jesus had been completely
astonished at the power of His Word. St John the evangelist tells us just before our text today that
many were coming to faith in Jesus and especially on account of Lazarus, whom Christ called
forth and raised from the dead.

People were utterly amazed, of course, that a dead man was now alive among them, and
not only were they amazed by this great sign, but also by the divine wisdom they heard from the
lips of Jesus when He spoke, when He went about His work of preaching and teaching. By then,
the word was out on this too, and it was said of Jesus, “no one ever spoke like this man!”



Like it was with King Solomon back in his day, when the Lord blessed him with wisdom
and people were astonished at his words and even world leaders were pleased to go out to meet
him and pay homage—so likewise, now the masses were flocking to Jesus—the Power and
Wisdom of God in the flesh—and the people were listening to Him. They were hanging on His
words and not the words of the Pharisees.

So, they took counsel among themselves and the grand plan they came up with was to put
Him to death somehow. In all their “wisdom,” the Pharisees basically said to one another,
“Here’s what’ll solve our problem; I’ve got an idea. Let’s take the One raising the dead by His
great wisdom and power and put Him to death! Right. That’s what we’ll do. That’s wisdom if
I’ve ever heard it. Why didn’t we think of that sooner?”

But to make matters worse, as if things weren’t bad enough for the Pharisees, they soon
discovered they had another little problem they needed to solve which was what to do with
Lazarus, the dead man whom Christ had raised. There he was just walking around witnessing to
Jesus as the Christ and drawing huge crowds to go out and meet our Lord.

What were the Pharisees to do? Well, they decided to double down, and they planned to
kill Lazarus too.

Apparently, they thought, “Yes, he’s come back from the dead to witness about Jesus
once already, but a second time? Well, hopefully that won’t happen. It couldn’t happen, could it?
We couldn’t possibly have to worry about that.” Apparently, none of them saw the folly and
futility of plotting the death of a man who’s already come back from the dead.

So much for the power and wisdom of the world and worldly-minded men.

When the Pharisees saw all the crowds gathering around Jesus as He entered into
Jerusalem, finally they were forced to say amongst themselves, “You see that you are gaining
nothing. Look, the whole world has gone after Him”—something I’m sure they would end up
saying over and again after He was raised on the third day.

But now consider things from our Lord’s perspective as He processed into the city, dear
ones. Consider the plan He embraced in all His divine power and wisdom, which are not of this
world.

He rode into Jerusalem fully expecting to be betrayed, as it is written of Him in the holy
Scriptures. He drew near to the city of David knowing full well that people would turn on Him,
that in just a few days’ time, instead of crying out, “Hosanna! Blessed is He Who comes in the
name of the Lord, even the King of Israel!”—people would soon say, “Crucify! We have no King
but Caesar!”

But still Jesus went on, seated as He was on a donkey. Still, He came into the city even
while knowing He would soon be mocked, that His flesh would soon be slashed open and
scarred, His body beaten, bruised, and bloodied. On He went knowing that He’d soon be given a
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cross to carry up to the place of His death. And in all His wisdom and in all His power, Jesus
planned to embrace all these things and drink the cup of the Father’s wrath.

The worldly mind recoils. Worldly wisdom says to use all your power and might to avoid
all suffering and to do so at all costs. Worldly people would say, “What in the world is there to
gain by enduring and even embracing everything coming up ahead?”

But we, dear ones, must bear in mind that Christ our Lord is no worldly King. His
wisdom and His power are not of this world.

Jesus enters Jerusalem with firm resolve and unwavering trust in the Father, knowing
with full confidence and conviction that the things He’ll soon endure, which evil people will
mean for evil purposes, God will nevertheless use for good, the greatest good of all.

How seldom we enter into suffering like Jesus. How seldom do we imitate Christ in this
way when we see the pain of what’s to come. Whether you may come into suffering for medical
reasons or family and relationship dynamics, be it work-related struggles and strife, or outright
persecution for being a Christian, you name it—how often are you overcome in such
circumstances with anxiety and despair and thinking there’s no possible way you could stand to
gain anything at all, and that God won’t somehow work all things for good?

Well, let the example of Jesus be a powerful corrective for us today. Because He
embraced His imminent crucifixion as His coronation in glory. He went willingly to His death
knowing that by it, He would overcome death and the devil. And by not saving Himself from the
pain and the sorrow soon to come, He has saved us all and gained for us forgiveness and life
eternal with God.

Dear ones, Christ Jesus is “the power of God and the wisdom of God.” Let us embrace
our good King and our own sufferings accordingly. Because “the foolishness of God is wiser
than men, and the weakness of God is stronger than men.”

To Christ, our Redeemer King, be all the glory forever and ever. Amen.



