The Resurrection of Our Lord—April 20, 2025
Alleluia! Christ is risen! He is risen indeed! Alleluia!l

“This is the day that the Lord has made; let us rejoice and be glad in it. Oh give thanks to the Lord, for he is good; for
his steadfast love endures forever!”

God prophesied this day, Easter Sunday, in those words of the Gradual from Psalm 118. Those words are not just about
a day and having a positive outlook on life. It goes far beyond that, it goes to the rejoicing and gladness that is Jesus,
your crucified Lord who is risen from the grave. This is the day the Lord is victorious and proclaims all that has been
done has been accepted by the Father and it is yours. If Jesus is risen from the dead, and he most certainly is, then
everything and every day is lived in this glorious victory.

Listen again to the account from the Gospel according to St. Mark you heard a few minutes ago, “And entering the
tomb, they saw a young man sitting on the right side, dressed in a white robe, and they were alarmed. And he said to
them, ‘Do not be alarmed. You seek Jesus of Nazareth, who was crucified. He has risen; he is not here. See the place
where they laid him. But go, tell his disciples and Peter that he is going before you to Galilee. There you will see him,
just as he told you.” And they went out and fled from the tomb, for trembling and astonishment had seized them, and
they said nothing to anyone, for they were afraid.”

Jesus was dead. On Friday, we heard in John’s Gospel, “So they took the body of Jesus and bound it in linen cloths
with the spices, as is the burial custom of the Jews. Now in the place where he was crucified there was a garden, and in
the garden a new tomb in which no one had yet been laid. So because of the Jewish day of Preparation, since the tomb
was close at hand, they laid Jesus there.”

On the day when the woman went to the tomb, their experience, their senses, and everything they knew according to
human understanding was the body of Jesus would be there when they arrived. One doesn’t simply go to a graveyard
and find a tomb empty. That’s not how it happens. Tombs are dug, hewn, or carved out to be occupied. Bodies go there
because the soul has been separated from them and there is no life left in the body. Yet it wasn’t. It wasn’t there
because Jesus is the Lord who is the Resurrection and the Life. Jesus died but he is risen. That defies human logic and
wisdom but as the Scriptures proclaim, “For the foolishness of God is wiser than men, and the weakness of God is
stronger than men.” It’s true about the Lord’s crucifixion and it’s true about his resurrection.

Every year while listening to the accounts of the resurrection of Jesus, it’s always striking to hear the surprise of the
people who saw the empty tomb and the risen Lord. The three Synoptic Gospels, Mathew, Mark, and Luke all have at
least one person or angel tell the woman something in response to their surprise. In Matthew we hear, “Do not be
afraid.” Mark records the young man said, “Do not be alarmed.” In Luke the men add even more, “Why do you seek
the living among the dead? He is not here, but has risen. Remember how he told you, while he was still in Galilee, that
the Son of Man must be delivered into the hands of sinful men and be crucified and on the third day rise.” John’s
Gospel records the interaction between the angles and Mary Magdalene, “They said to her, ‘Woman, why are you
weeping?’ She said to them, ‘They have taken away my Lord, and I do not know where they have laid him.””

Every one of the four Gospels has this, and we ask the question, “why?” The answer is not that complicated, they
weren’t listening to the word of God at least to some extent. Now, it’s easy for us to sit here close to 2,000 years later
and think, “Wow, these women were being pretty dense. Why didn’t they listen to what Jesus said? It was pretty clear.”
But, here’s the thing, are we any different? The answer to that is an emphatic, “no” and in some ways we are worse.

You have, as St. Peter testifies, “something more sure, the prophetic word.” You have God’s word, the Holy Scriptures,
his very breath. Yet do you doubt what God says to you in the Scriptures? Do you listen to what he says? Do you
always conform your life completely to what he teaches you in this holy, life-giving word? Examining your life, you
see the answer to those questions is a resounding, “no.” God calls you to repent and to trust his word. He calls you to
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turn from doubt to trust. He calls you seek him where he is found. He calls you to rejoice this day with all the faithful
for this is the day which he has made.

The temptation is real is to face today and each day with blinders on or with a mind and heart that refuses to listen to
your Lord and follow where he leads through his word. It far easier to go to what you know and live how you think best
even as you run headlong into hell. The reason ultimately is sin and our fallen state as well as the fallen world around
and the devil who prowls around like a roaring lion. It’s to see Easter as what is abnormal or something so fantastical
that we think we know better than God. Sin has a way of doing that in so many ways in our lives.

Sin faces death, for instance, as God’s fault or thinks there can somehow be a way we can explain things where we can
have some moral high road and God is the author of evil and all that is suffering and death. The devil is a liar, though,
and likes us to believe that God has not answered for death and atoned for sin. The devil lies and wants us to think that
God is the problem or that God doesn’t exist at all because terrible things happen in our lives or because we really like
living the way we like to live and don’t think we answer to God’s word. All of these are utter and sheer foolishness.
The devil doesn’t care how you doubt, question, and sin against God, he’s not picky and lays before fruit fresh for the
picking according to whatever “floats your boat.” See this is the way of the death and repent.

Now look at the tomb, the women went to on the Easter morning. Jesus had died and was laid into it. No one expects
the tomb to be empty, but it is empty because this is the tomb of Jesus. No one expects, in his fallen flesh, but as
Christians you should. You should expect it because Jesus said he would rise. This day, Easter, is the day the Lord has
made. Jesus really did rise from the dead just as he said he would and just as had been prophesied of old. This is the
day Isaiah spoke of when he said, “It will be said on that day, ‘Behold, this is our God; we have waited for him, that he
might save us. This is the Lord; we have waited for him; let us be glad and rejoice in his salvation.’

God preaches this to you today just as he himself preached it to his disciples and the apostles then proclaimed it to all
the world. Everything written in Scriptures sees its fulfillment in Jesus the spotless Lamb of God who is crucified and
risen. He is the Lord who has done it. Jesus is risen, your sin is forgiven, and you stand righteous before the throne of
God on account of Christ. This day, the Resurrection of our Lord, is all about what is known now and the future which
is also known because of Jesus rising from the dead.

Everything is different on this day or rather everything is as it’s supposed should be and looks forward to the fullness of
this for all eternity. I recently heard a pastor say, “Easter is the default setting.” This is the normal, the day of
resurrection. This is what informs your days as a baptized child of God. The readings today may be very familiar as

you have heard them, like Job 19, at funerals. The reason is because funerals are at a lot like Easter. Today is no
surprise for you and for you who belong to Christ, it’s a day where fear is cast out. The day of your resurrection is a

day of rejoicing and gladness.

Likewise, now, you should not only expect but know that just as Jesus is risen and his tomb was empty, so shall you
and yours be as well. Baptized into Christ you see what your future holds when you gaze into the tomb the woman saw
on Easter morning. In Christ your eyes look toward the future not in trepidation rather you are yearning for the day
when the Lord returns. That’s because you won’t be surprised what the Lord will say to you. You already know it now
on this Easter Sunday. God’s judgment for you in Christ is forgiveness, life, and salvation because Jesus is risen from
the dead. The only surprise on that day will be the glory the Lord has prepared for you that you can’t even begin to
fathom.

Rejoice dear people of God. The fast has ended and today is a festival of joy. What seemed like utter defeat on Friday
is proclaimed to be the victory. In that beautiful hymn of the day you sang, “It was a strange and dreadful strife when
life and death contended; the victory remained with life, the reign of death was ended. Holy Scripture plainly saith that
death is swallowed up by death, its sting is lost forever. Alleluia!
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Today the “amen” is proclaimed to you that you now stand righteous before the throne of God. Your sin has been
atoned for, and you are no longer God’s enemy. You are his redeemed, his saints. This day is the day of Resurrection.
Sound trumpets and unfurl the banners. Proclaim with bold “Alleluias” the triumph of your King who has conquered
sin, death, and the devil.

What a boldness to live this life even now because Jesus is crucified and risen from the grave. This is an extraordinary
day. Everything around you with of its fury, suffering, and misfortune you shrug off. Why? Because Jesus is risen, and
you know what you have in him. Even death for you is something to not be feared because just as the tomb couldn’t
hold him, it can’t hold you. Death has been overcome and lost its sting. When you face death and the death of a
Christian, you can mock it and say, “death, you have lost! The tomb of Christ is empty, and I am covered in him who
has done this for I am baptized, and I will live forever. Even when my body is laid into the tomb my soul goes to be
with Jesus and though my body may decay the Lord will raise it up on the last day to immortality and incorruption and
in my own flesh, I will see God face to face. Be silent death! You have been conquered; Christ has done it!”

Dear brothers in sisters in Christ, what a day! Today you celebrate the resurrection of your Lord. The victory is yours
and that’s an eternal victory in body and soul. What a joy this day! Awake your heart with gladness! Now after gloom
comes sadness! Your sin is forgiven, and you are an heir of eternal life. Feast this Easter Day on Christ, the bread of
heaven. The Word of grace has purged away the old and evil leaven. The Scriptures have been fulfilled, Jesus did just
as he said he would, and he promises you that you are his and you will be with him forever. You are safe from evil, you
laugh to scorn sin, the devil and hell. And death? Death can’t scare you because it has lost its sting, its power is gone
even if it may try to trick you into panic and thinking it has, its words are empty and meaningless. See your body and
know it has been redeemed by Christ and will be raised just as Jesus is and you will see him face to face in the joys of
Paradise. “This is the day that the Lord has made; let us rejoice and be glad in it. Oh give thanks to the Lord, for he is
good; for his steadfast love endures forever!”

Alleluia! Christ is risen! He is risen indeed! Alleluia! Amen.



