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Alleluia! Christ is risen! He is risen indeed! Alleluia! Amen. 
 
“For to this you have been called, because Christ also suffered for you, leaving you an example, so that you might 
follow in his steps.” 
 
Today in the Church Year is Misericordias Domini which is commonly called, “Good Shepherd Sunday.” The Latin 
name comes from the mercy or steadfast love of the Lord, and you see that beautiful proclaimed to you today in these 
readings and as you behold your Lord, Jesus. On Good Shepherd Sunday, Jesus says in the Gospel reading, “I am the 
good shepherd. The good shepherd lays down his life for the sheep.” That’s who Jesus is and what he tells you he has 
done for you as you are his sheep. This is for our confirmands this morning, and this is for all of you. Your Lord, Jesus, 
is your Good Shepherd he is this today, tomorrow, and every day. 
 
When Jesus is your Good Shepherd, and he most certainly is, you follow him. You follow your Lord where he leads 
you through this life and into eternity. Jesus does this through this his word. St. Peter today knew what it meant to 
follow the Lord and the example he gives. Peter knew what as well it meant to wander like sheep as he denied the Lord 
three times before the rooster crowed and then after the resurrection, he was restored by the Lord who forgave him. The 
Holy Spirit inspired him to write in the Epistle reading appointed for today, “For to this you have been called, because 
Christ also suffered for you, leaving you an example, so that you might follow in his steps. He committed no sin, 
neither was deceit found in his mouth. When he was reviled, he did not revile in return; when he suffered, he did not 
threaten, but continued entrusting himself to him who judges justly.” 
 
As Lutherans, sometimes this makes us feel a bit uneasy because seeing Jesus as your example seems to smell of 
legalism or some fad in American evangelicalism or any number of other ways the Scriptures have been twisted over 
the centuries. Those are wrong and dangerous, to be sure, but it doesn’t negate the fact that Jesus does teach you to 
follow in the example that he gives and commands. Through this word of your Good Shepherd, he gives you 
commands, he comforts you with his promises, and he shows you by way of example what it means to be his sheep and 
follow in his steps. 
 
But even when Jesus gives this example for you to follow, he does so because he is your shepherd, and you are his 
sheep. Sometimes this means you follow through suffering and trial as Jesus said, “If anyone would come after me, let 
him deny himself and take up his cross and follow me.” The thing with this though is that Jesus even as you bear your 
cross your Good Shepherd has borne the weight that is his cross upon which he died to atone for your sin is your 
salvation. 
 
Every year when you hear and study this reading, it’s always a time for self-examination for all of God’s people. Jesus 
calls all of us to follow his example for we are together his sheep, sons and daughters of Christ who are baptized. St. 
Peter also brings this in the next chapter when he talks about the love between a husband and wife. That example of 
love God calls you to follow, and it is true, good, and beautiful. To follow Christ is to follow in that example of 
righteousness and love. It’s to sacrifice even all if necessary for your neighbor. This is especially the case when you 
think of God teaching about the love a husband for his wife, which is no coincidence is an image of Christ laying down 
his life for his bride the church. Sacrifice and love go together. Often in your life these may be small things, but the 
love is still the same as you love each other as Christ has first loved you. Let your love be defined by Christ and his 
word and you will see and know all that is good and find refuge when you fail to love your neighbor as yourself. That’s 
because the example of Christ is not simply an example but his love for you forgives you and gives you eternal life 
freely and fully. 
 
In a few chapters later in this same epistle when he talks about pastors and every year it preaches to me and calls me to 
account of what it means to shepherd as Jesus is the Good Shepherd. The there is a bit of a “Table of Duties” we see in 
these chapters. Again the Holy Spirit inspired St. Peter to write, “So I exhort the elders [pastor] among you, as a fellow 
elder and a witness of the sufferings of Christ, as well as a partaker in the glory that is going to be revealed: shepherd 
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the flock of God that is among you, exercising oversight, not under compulsion, but willingly, as God would have 
you; not for shameful gain, but eagerly; not domineering over those in your charge, but being examples to the 
flock. And when the chief Shepherd appears, you will receive the unfading crown of glory. Likewise, you who are 
younger, be subject to the elders. Clothe yourselves, all of you, with humility toward one another, for ‘God opposes the 
proud but gives grace to the humble.’” 
 
To be a sheep of Jesus is to have been redeemed by his life laid down for you. That’s because you can’t do it on your 
own. You are defenseless against sin, death, and the devil. Your life has been bought with a price. In our day and age, 
we think so much about being individuals or being our own people, but the truth of the matter is in our sin we are 
slaves under the reign of sin, death, and the devil. The reading from 1 Peter refers to this near the end when we heard, 
“For you were straying like sheep, but have now returned to the Shepherd and Overseer of your souls.” 
 
Straying sheep get themselves in trouble and by nature, without a shepherd, go away from where they need to be 
grazing. You know, this is something we all understand. We all get it that to be a sheep of God is to hear his voice and 
follow him but look at how easily we will throw that out of the window and follow the voice of another. You are a 
sheep and sheep must be led, fed, and protected. They must listen and go where the Good Shepherd leads or be wolf 
feed ready to be torn to shreds. This is why Jesus warns the sheep, he warns you to not wander off searching for what 
you think may be greener pastures. Don’t be fooled. 
 
As you think about this today you think about what God has given you in the waters of your baptism and what you 
confess at your confirmation. The faith which has been given to you by God confesses that you belong to the Good 
Shepherd. You are his sheep. This is something God reminds you of and preaches to you this day. It’s an important 
thing. When Jesus reveals to you who he is and who you are, he doesn’t just do is some general or abstract way. He 
tells you who he is and how this is the case. Here when Jesus says he is the Good Shepherd, he tells you what the Good 
Shepherd does. Jesus has laid down his life for you. There’s confidence too in this because you see his faithfulness 
when you behold him as the crucified Lord. You see his work for you completed and know that you stand forgiven and 
are one of his sheep as you have been baptized into Christ; crucified and risen with him. 
 
Jesus is your Good Shepherd. The Father sent his Son to live obediently under the law for you, to suffer for you, to die 
for you to atone for your sin, and to rise on the third day from the dead. Still fresh out of Holy Week, Good Shepherd 
Sunday recalls those images of Maundy Thursday and Good Friday. You see your Good Shepherd praying in the 
Garden. You see him betrayed by Judas Iscariot. You see him arrest, mocked, questioned, tortured and crucified. This 
is your Good Shepherd who endured this all. When false witnesses and lies were told about him, there was no deceit in 
his mouth. When reviled, he didn’t revile in return. When he suffered, he didn’t threaten but entrusted himself to the 
Father. Why? He did the will of his Father to save you. He did all this because he is without sin and he did it all 
because his mind, and his heart were on those of his sheep, on you. The Good Shepherd lays down his life for the 
sheep. He puts the sheep and flock before himself. 
 
Philippians 2, which was read on Palm Sunday, tells you what is this mind of Christ the Good Shepherd in all this for 
you and what is to be your mind as well, “So if there is any encouragement in Christ, any comfort from love, 
any participation in the Spirit, any affection and sympathy, complete my joy by being of the same mind, having the 
same love, being in full accord and of one mind. Do nothing from selfish ambition or conceit, but in humility count 
others more significant than yourselves. Let each of you look not only to his own interests, but also to the interests of 
others. Have this mind among yourselves, which is yours in Christ Jesus, who, though he was in the form of God, did 
not count equality with God a thing to be grasped, but emptied himself, by taking the form of a servant, being born in 
the likeness of men. And being found in human form, he humbled himself by becoming obedient to the point of 
death, even death on a cross. Therefore God has highly exalted him and bestowed on him the name that is above every 
name, so that at the name of Jesus every knee should bow, in heaven and on earth and under the earth, and every tongue 
confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father.” 
 



Misericordias Domini—Third Sunday of Easter—May 4, 2025 

 3 

To be called to follow the example of Jesus, your Good Shepherd, is to imitate him. It’s a call to sacrifice and be 
Christlike to those around you. It’s to exemplify compassion, humility, service, bear the cross, confess the faith, and 
forgive as you have been forgiven. This is the example you have as Christians. This is the faith you have been called to 
live every day being salt and light in this fallen world. And you don’t do this alone. You are the church. You are one 
body with many members. You rejoice together. You suffer together. You serve together. You sacrifice together. You 
love another as Christ has loved you. You bear one another’s burdens and so fulfill the law of Christ. The devil scatters 
and divides. God gathers. The Good Shepherd lays down his life for the sheep and gathers his people together protects 
his people even at the cost of his own life and you are kept safe. 
 
Jesus has sought you out. “For thus says the Lord God: Behold, I, I myself will search for my sheep and will seek them 
out. As a shepherd seeks out his flock when he is among his sheep that have been scattered, so will I seek out my 
sheep, and I will rescue them from all places where they have been scattered on a day of clouds and thick darkness.” 
 
You are the flock of God. You are his bride the church whom he has purchased with his blood. He is your shepherd. 
God promised he would do this, “I myself will be the shepherd of my sheep, and I myself will make them lie down, 
declares the Lord God. I will seek the lost, and I will bring back the strayed, and I will bind up the injured, and I will 
strengthen the weak, and the fat and the strong I will destroy. I will feed them in justice.” This is Christ, your Good 
Shepherd. Jesus is the one who has redeemed you. “He himself bore our sins in his body on the tree, that we might die 
to sin and live to righteousness. By his wounds you have been healed. For you were straying like sheep, but have now 
returned to the Shepherd and Overseer of your souls.” 
 
Dear Christians, Jesus is your Good Shepherd. He is faithful in all that he says and does. You especially see this as he 
has laid down his life for you. It’s out of his great mercy toward you that he has done this and gives you in return 
forgiveness, life, and salvation. He continues to shepherd you through life now. How he does this is through his word 
and sacraments. This is how the Holy Spirit makes you his sheep, brings you in, and keeps you in the flock of God. 
These are how you have Christ and his benefits and where his pasture of the church is found. He graciously gives them 
out and shows this is where green pastures are found. When all around you is dying God gives you life because he has 
first laid it down for you. 
 
Be comforted today and this Easter season. Jesus is risen from the grave and draws you to himself. He leads you 
through life and shepherds you as only he can do. As sheep you hear his voice and follow him where he leads and 
teaches. The days of grazing are long, but the food is plentiful because Jesus provides. Fix your eyes on him. See and 
trust him as the one who has stepped in front of the wolf so that you are kept safe. See him crucified and behold his 
love for you and have the forgiveness he has accomplished. See him risen from the grave and know that he will 
shepherd you even through the valley of the shadow of death into eternal life. All of this is yours as he has baptized you 
and placed upon you his holy name. 
 
Rejoice today and rest in the arms of your Good Shepherd. Jesus knows you as only he can, and you know him only as 
he has revealed himself to you through his word. Who is he then, as you sit and hear him speak this day? Jesus said, “I 
am the good shepherd. The good shepherd lays down his life for the sheep. He who is a hired hand and not a shepherd, 
who does not own the sheep, sees the wolf coming and leaves the sheep and flees, and the wolf snatches them 
and scatters them. He flees because he is a hired hand and cares nothing for the sheep. I am the good shepherd. I know 
my own and my own know me, just as the Father knows me and I know the Father; and I lay down my life for the 
sheep. And I have other sheep that are not of this fold. I must bring them also, and they will listen to my voice. So there 
will be one flock, one shepherd.” Thanks be to God this is your Lord, Jesus. He is your Good Shepherd and you are his 
dear sheep now and forever. 
 
Alleluia! Christ is risen! He is risen indeed! Alleluia! Amen. 


