The Ascension of Our Lord—May 29, 2025
In the name of the Father and of the + Son and of the Holy Spirit. Amen.

Then [Jesus] said to them, “These are my words that I spoke to you while I was still with you, that everything written
about me in the Law of Moses and the Prophets and the Psalms must be fulfilled.”

Jesus makes a bold statement before his ascension in Luke’s Gospel. Jesus preaches to the apostles that everything
written in the Scriptures must be fulfilled. God’s word of the Old Testament was not simply a historical account to look
back on with fondness. No, God was preaching to his people and giving them the promise that what they were hearing,
seeing, and reading would come to fulfillment. These words of the Old Testament were God caring for his people and
laying before them the promise of one to come who fulfill all things.

That’s a bold statement but it’s a true statement. Jesus did this. Jesus fulfilled all things. Jesus is the one to whom the
Prophets testified, the law was fulfilled in and Psalms cried out in praise. He is the one who came, who lived, who died,
and who rose again. The apostles look at Jesus and they see him who has done this all and not only that, but they see
the very God who had promised all this and was with them these years. He is the one who Thomas cried out, “my Lord
and my God.” This is Jesus.

Luke goes on and records what happened next. “Then he opened their minds to understand the Scriptures, and said to
them, ‘Thus it is written, that the Christ should suffer and on the third day rise from the dead, and that repentance and
forgiveness of sins should be proclaimed in his name to all nations, beginning from Jerusalem. You are witnesses of
these things. And behold, I am sending the promise of my Father upon you. But stay in the city until you are clothed
with power from on high.””

Now, here are the apostles, eyewitnesses of these things and standing before the Lord who opened their minds to
understand the Scriptures. They beheld the Lord with their own eyes and looking to the word of God they beheld him in
faith. These men were called by the Lord and set apart to be sent out with a purpose. They were being sent out to give
Christ and his benefits to his people. They preached as the church continues to preach, repentance and the forgiveness
of sins, law and gospel, to all nations. In ten days, the Holy Spirit would be poured out upon them at Pentecost. He
didn’t send them out alone but went with as did the name of and the whole Trinity would go and work through them
and God’s people. Jesus was with them even as he had shown them that all things were fulfilled in him.

The Holy Spirit has opened your mind. He has enlightened you as only he can do as he has turned you from unbelief to
faith. See Jesus and who he is and know that he is for you. Jesus gives you the promise that he is with you always. All
has been fulfilled, and all is finished for you. He is present with you in your life and present for you. Though you no
longer see him with your eyes like the disciples did, that doesn’t mean he isn’t present with you. In the reading from
Acts the Lord was overshadowed by a cloud. “A cloud took him out of their sight.” He is out of sight but still near to
you and is at the right hand of the Father. Can he be both places? Yes, he can because he is God. Is he present only in
his divinity? No, the two natures, his human and divine, are united. Where he is in his divine nature, he is also present
in his human nature. His whole person as the Son of God is present in your life always. And, as if that wasn’t enough,
he tells you where you find him present for you and your forgiveness, life, and salvation. The means of grace, the word
and the sacraments, are where your Lord promises to be present and present for you.

Jesus is also at the right hand of the Father interceding for you. This also means that he’s there in his humanity. The
flesh and blood of a man, sinless and glorified, is at the right hand of God praying for you. Jesus is your brother in the
faith whose blood pleads your case before the throne of God and who prays for you as your mediator. In some ways,
then, the wonder and glory of Ascension Day is the wonder and glory of the incarnation. There’s comfort in knowing
your Lord, the Son of God, is at the Right hand of the Father and he is for you. The same human flesh and blood which
was in the womb of the Virgin Mary, lived a perfect obedient life, died on the cross, and is risen from the grave is the
same Lord who is at the right hand of the Father praying for you and ruling his Church with his word and sacraments.
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I love having the Ascension Day Divine Service every year here in the Courtyard. Look at the image before you on the
altar and look at what your Lord is preaching to as you gaze upon this place. This is not a mountain, but this is the place
of God where he comes and dwells for you to give you life. He fills all things and is here now. He has led the captives
of sin, death, and the devil and has accomplished your salvation. Now he has called you his own in the baptismal
waters. He has gathered you together in his church. And he rules and governs you which his mercy forgiving you and
giving you eternal life. And yes, he even gives you his own true body and true blood given and shed for you. This same
Lord who ascended and went out of sight of the apostles is the same Lord who is here for you right now. Jesus lifted his
pierced hands and blessed the apostles, and he does the same for you.

Rejoice then, this Day of Ascension because Jesus is with you, and you are his. He also promises you this day that he is
coming again. The angel preached this to the apostles as they look dumbfounded at all they saw. “Men of Galilee, why
do you stand looking into heaven? This Jesus, who was taken up from you into heaven, will come in the same way as
you saw him go into heaven.” Jesus is coming again. The day will come when you see him face to face no longer in
veiled means. That day is promised to you on this day as well. Ascension Day is also a day of preaching to you that the
Lord is coming again in great glory.

Luke’s Gospel account ends today with these words, “And they [the apostles] worshiped him and returned to Jerusalem
with great joy, and were continually in the temple blessing God.” The disciples did leave this sight with joy, and you
can leave this place tonight in that same joy. You have the Sacramental presence of Jesus. You have the Scriptures
opened to you. You have the gift and promise of the Father in the Holy Spirit. The ascended Lord is with you always in
the baptizing, teaching, and Lord’s Supper of his church. He is here for you until the end of time. So rejoice here in this
temple, this church, and keep coming back to where your ascended Lord has promised to be for your Lord invites you
to be here and to shower you with his gifts.

Ascension Day is a day of comfort. Confess boldly, “And the third day he rose again according to the Scriptures and
ascended into heaven and sits at the right hand of the Father.” Know what this is all means as you speak those words

and what this all means. It’s a day for you to rejoice in your Lord who is near and is yours now and forever.

Alleluia! Christ is risen! He is risen indeed! Alleluia! Amen.



