Seventh Sunday of Easter—June 1, 2025
Alleluia! Christ is risen! He is risen indeed! Alleluia!

Next Sunday is Pentecost. In what has been a series of readings from John 16, today we hear the final words, ironically
from the beginning of the chapter, getting us ready for that day. Jesus teaches us more about the sending of the Holy
Spirit. In his teaching there are words of warning and words of comfort. In all of this we see the work of God to give
and preserve us in the Christian faith unto life everlasting.

Like we heard a couple of weeks ago, sin is really unbelief. This is what the Holy Spirit reveals when he reveals sin in
the world. He makes known the unbelief in Jesus we have from the time of our conceptions. The Holy Spirit through
the law does this and everyone is held accountable. All sin comes back to the first commandment that we should have
no other gods. When other things in our lives capture our fear, love, and trust then they have become our gods.
Christians, by the work of the Holy Spirit, turn from these things and back to Christ and the faith by the gospel which
forgives their sins and gives them Jesus.

Jesus said to his disciples, “But when the Helper comes, whom I will send to you from the Father, the Spirit of truth,
who proceeds from the Father, he will bear witness about me. And you also will bear witness, because you have been
with me from the beginning.” The Holy Spirit bears witness to Jesus. This means that he proclaims Jesus to the people
through the word of God. The apostles are witnesses too for they were with Jesus from the beginning and the Holy
Spirit would use many of them, by divine inspiration, to write the words of the New Testament.

Martin Luther once said, “There is therefore no other manner of way to comfort, strengthen, and instruct the
consciences, and to protect and defend one’s self, than by this preaching and testimony of the Holy Spirit. . . . That is
the word of God, preached in the world through the Holy Spirit.” Through this word of God, we have Christ and his
benefits. The Holy Spirit gives Jesus and what he has done. We have the forgiveness of sins, life, and salvation
delivered through this means.

Amid these great gifts, there is a danger. Jesus gives the purpose for his teaching. “I have said all these things to you to
keep you from falling away. They will put you out of the synagogues. Indeed, the hour is coming when whoever kills
you will think he is offering service to God. And they will do these things because they have not known the Father, nor
me.” Jesus warns the disciples about falling away from the faith. This can happen. The Greek word is even more vivid
here, Jesus says to them “so that you would not be scandalized because of me.”

For the case of the Apostles, this would be a danger as they would preach the word in the various lands where they
were sent. People would hate them and even kill them because of what they said. To add insult to injury, some would
do this all in the name of god. Saul, who became Paul, held the coats of the men who stoned St. Stephen. He thought at
the time that he was being zealous for God trying to stomp out these followers of Jesus. The reason, Jesus says, they
did these things is “because they have not known the Father, nor me.”

You aren’t apostles but you are baptized Christians and as such you are called to confess Jesus in your lives. This is an
important thing that happens in our families and communities. To confess Jesus is to first be a hearer of the word of
God and receiving his Supper. You can’t confess Christ on your own and if you can’t do it if you aren’t being fed by
the means of grace. When you don’t receive the gifts of Jesus as he has instituted for them to be received you are
saying to God and to the world around you that you want nothing to do with Christ. You are saying you are scandalized
by him whether or not you may think that you are. Someone who confesses Jesus obeys his word and lives what he
says. Someone who is, however, scandalized by Jesus does whatever he thinks in his sinful heart and not what Jesus
teaches.

We also show we are scandalized by Jesus when we fail to confess the faith in our lives. If we never give thought to
God’s word in our families, our jobs, our activities, or anything else what are we really saying about Jesus? If Jesus is
the only way to heaven and he alone has the words of eternal life, then shouldn’t his word be coming from our lips
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especially to those whom we love? If we are afraid of making people angry with us or things getting awkward if we
bring up the Christian faith then who do we fear more, God or men?

Thinking about all of this is sobering but necessary and important. God isn’t calling you to be Apostles but he has
called you to be his people. St. Peter says in the second reading, “The end of all things is at hand; therefore be self-
controlled and sober-minded for the sake of your prayers. Above all, keep loving one another earnestly, since love
covers a multitude of sins. Show hospitality to one another without grumbling. As each has received a gift, use it to
serve one another, as good stewards of God’s varied grace: whoever speaks, as one who speaks oracles of God;
whoever serves, as one who serves by the strength that God supplies—in order that in everything God may be glorified
through Jesus Christ.”

You are instructed by God to do this as his people. One fundamental way God teaches you this is done is as parents
confess the faith to their children. They raise them up in the fear and love of the Lord. There is nothing more glorious
and God pleasing than a father and mother who read the Bible to their children, prays for them, and brings them to
church. They do great things in these things. Christian parents are a wonderful gift of God.

God has called you his own and the new life he has given you is far greater. It’s eternal, unchanging, and has a real
future. Hear again what God says through the pen of St. Peter, “Beloved, do not be surprised at the fiery trial when it
comes upon you to test you, as though something strange were happening to you. But rejoice insofar as you share
Christ’s sufferings, that you may also rejoice and be glad when his glory is revealed. If you are insulted for the name of
Christ, you are blessed, because the Spirit of glory and of God rests upon you.” Remember that as you confess Christ
and even if someone should stand in front of you and mock God’s word. Rejoice in what Jesus says. Rejoice and be
glad not because of how great you are but because of who your Lord is and what he has done for you. Jesus said, “But I
have said these things to you, that when their hour comes you may remember that I told them to you.” Rejoice and be
glad because you belong to Jesus and you have a future glory that is beyond comparing. See these times in your life
confessing Jesus as times of blessing and signs that the Spirit of glory and of God rests upon you.

Dear brothers and sisters in Christ, Jesus speaks to you today. He warns you about what you will face in this life. He
does this so that you would not be caught unaware and you would also see where you have failed and repent. The Lord
knows this world all too well as he was mocked and crucified. Yet it’s in this suffering of Jesus that he won for you the
day. He took upon himself your unfaithfulness, your lack of fear, love, and trust in him, and all your sin onto his
shoulders. He lived perfectly in accord with God’s law and was never scandalized by the Father. He was and is always
perfectly faithful.

God said through the prophet Ezekiel, “It is not for your sake, O house of Israel, that I am about to act, but for the sake
of my holy name, which you have profaned among the nations to which you came. And I will vindicate the holiness of
my great name, which has been profaned among the nations, and which you have profaned among them.” This is
precisely what the Father did as he sent Jesus. The very name of Jesus means “YHWH saves.” Jesus was sent by the
Father to save his people and has saved you. The Father and the Son also send the Holy Spirit to deliver these gives to
you. By the Spirit you have been called, gathered, enlightened, and sanctified.

God says, “I will sprinkle clean water on you, and you shall be clean from all your uncleannesses, and from all your
idols I will cleanse you. And I will give you a new heart, and a new spirit I will put within you. And I will remove the
heart of stone from your flesh and give you a heart of flesh. And I will put my Spirit within you, and cause you to walk
in my statutes and be careful to obey my just decrees. You shall dwell in the land that I gave to your fathers, and you
shall be my people, and I will be your God.”

Your sin is forgiven. God has shown you mercy and according to his steadfast love he has blotted out your
transgressions. Jesus has died, is risen, and ascended for you. He rules and reigns in all power and glory. He is your
King. He promises that he will never forsake you and is with you always even to the end of the age. He is always with
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you but makes his presence known for you and in a saving way as you receive his word and sacraments. The Lord tells
you what this life with entail and what you will face but you know that he has overcome the world, and no one can
snatch you from the Father’s hand. Cling to those promises of Jesus today and every day for they are never failing.

The end of all things is indeed at hand, but you have the Lord. He has not left you without consolation. The Holy Spirit
has been poured out upon you, and you bear the name of the Holy Trinity in the waters of your baptism. That’s the
great confidence and hope to always confess the Lord and all places. He has acted for the sake of his holy name, and it
is strong to save. That saving name is placed upon you. You are God’s people now and forever.

Alleluia! Christ is risen! He is risen indeed! Alleluia! Amen.



