The Day of Pentecost—June 8, 2025
In the name of the Father and of the + Son and of the Holy Spirit. Amen.

“The Spirit of the Lord fills the world. Alleluia. The righteous shall be glad. They shall exult before God; they
shall be jubilant with joy! Alleluia.”

There are many times as a pastor I will be with a person who has dementia or even dying. They may not be able
to remember what was said three minutes ago or going in and out of consciousness but time and again
something happens. I will say something like, “The Lord be with you™ or another part of the liturgy and they
will repeat back the response. Or we will pray the Lord’s Prayer, confess the faith using the Creed, or even
recite part of the Small Catechism. It happens all the time, those who are struggling with memory or facing
death at any moment still have these things in their hearts and upon their lips.

The reason is because faith is a gift and work of the Holy Spirit. God is the author and sustainer of your faith so
you shouldn’t be surprised when the Lord is true to his promises he has been making to you your whole lives.
And just as faith is a gift, so is his church. The same Holy Spirit who called you by the Gospel is the same Holy
Spirit who gathers you together into the body of Christ, the church. The Christian faith is a faith that unites you
by God and what he does and what he says. You see the fruits of this in things like I just mentioned. In a similar
vein, just as nations have their own language, the church has her own and it’s who you are and how you speak.
Your one language is God’s word, his doctrine, his faith which has been handed over to you.

That’s somewhat of an opposite of what happened at Babel, though, isn’t it? When you think of that episode in
history, God inspired Moses to write, “Come, let us build ourselves a city and a tower with its top in the
heavens, and let us make a name for ourselves, lest we be dispersed over the face of the whole earth.” The
people wanted their name to be great and wanted to be united by what they had done not defined by the work of
the Holy Spirit. In some ways they were forming an “anti-church” or church of man. The church of man is built
and gathered around man’s word and calls upon man’s name and speaks man’s language. It looks like the world
around it and fits in very well with it. It’s pleasant to be in and makes you feel important and what you want has
a say. It’s built upon what man thinks it should be and constructed according to man’s preferences. It likes the
things of men and the world and tries to make a name for itself seeking the approval of other men. Rather than
seeking to be holy, set apart, it wants what is common and contextual to the various flavors and whims of the
day. You don’t have to search far to find this, it’s not hard and it’s not complicated to see. At Babel the people
wanted their own way and will to rule the day and want their name to be great as if bearing the name of God’s
people wasn’t good enough.

God though, cares for his people and intervened at Babel. “And the Lord said, ‘Behold, they are one people, and
they have all one language, and this is only the beginning of what they will do. And nothing that they propose to
do will now be impossible for them. Come, let us go down and there confuse their language, so that they may
not understand one another’s speech.” So the Lord dispersed them from there over the face of all the earth, and
they left off building the city. Therefore its name was called Babel, because there the Lord confused the
language of all the earth. And from there the Lord dispersed them over the face of all the earth.”

God divided them in order that they would be united by his word and his name. The Lord showed them mercy
and saved them from themselves. That’s only something that God can do, and he has done. In John 12 Jesus
said, “‘Now is the judgment of this world; now will the ruler of this world be cast out. And I, when I am lifted
up from the earth, will draw all people to myself.” He said this to show by what kind of death he was going to
die.” How Jesus draws his people together is by his obedience to the Father and offering up himself as the
sacrifice. Jesus makes peace with God by his blood. The hostility with God because of your sin is atoned for
and you are reconciled to the Father. You are no longer separated and dispersed from God but are called by him
to be his people and into his one body, the church. This is who you are as God’s people. He is the one who
gathers and creates his church. He has called, gathered, enlightened, and sanctified you.
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God’s people pray on this Day of Pentecost what you prayed in the Collect of the Day. “O God, on this day You
once taught the hearts of Your faithful people by sending them the light of Your Holy Spirit. Grant us in our day
by the same Spirit to have a right understanding in all things and evermore to rejoice in His holy consolation.”
As God’s people you pray that God would fix your eyes on who you are called to be and rejoice in what God
gives you. You pray for ears to hear what Jesus says and that you would not seek a name for yourselves or seek
something different than what God teaches. You pray for wisdom which the Spirit gives and that you would
find your joy in the consolation of the Holy Gospel who has called, gathered, enlightened, and sanctified you.

Seeing this then it makes the events of Pentecost hit close to home and where you fit in all this. In Acts 2 you
heard, “When the day of Pentecost arrived, they were all together in one place. And suddenly there came from
heaven a sound like a mighty rushing wind, and it filled the entire house where they were sitting. And divided
tongues as of fire appeared to them and rested on each one of them. And they were all filled with the Holy Spirit
and began to speak in other tongues as the Spirit gave them utterance. Now there were dwelling in Jerusalem
Jews, devout men from every nation under heaven. And at this sound the multitude came together, and they
were bewildered, because each one was hearing them speak in his own language.”

You are warned with the events in Genesis and see what happened to your brothers and sisters in Christ here in
Acts 2. In some very important ways, you have more in common with those people in Acts who came from
places that you’ve never heard of than you have with many people who live your own city or even family. You
are gathered and share the same faith the Holy Spirit worked that day and which he has given to you. Look
around and the people who are sitting next to you and around you. The reason why you are all here is the Holy
Spirit. The Holy Spirit’s work makes you the body of Christ. Unity is found in God’s word. Even though
languages may seem to divide Christians dispersed all over the globe, the language of God’s church, the words
of Scripture are your language. Your confessions and creeds, the Lutheran Confessions, confess these truths and
are the flag which is unfurled as the ensign of the church militant here on earth as you go through this life
seeking to be faithful even unto death. This too is why the church strives to maintain an outward unity in things
like worship because it confesses who you are united in God’s word. The practice of the church catholic reflect
this unity in the Spirit and adverse things can happen when man wants to be creative and destroy. Our Lutheran
Confessions rightly point out that faith is scandalized when good practices are changed. The Church has her
own language and culture and thanks be to God for that because he has given this to you.

Likewise, God’s church is holy just as the Holy Spirit is Holy. Understanding the Holy Spirit and what this all
means is seeing Christ and having him through his word and sacraments. This is what this day is about now as
well and how you see and have the Holy Spirit at work in your midst. The Holy Spirit makes you holy. That’s
what he does, it’s not that complicated, a theology of the Holy Spirit really isn’t complex but rather
straightforward and simple. The Holy Spirit makes you holy.

The Holy Spirit is a preacher. This is how he works; it’s how he’s always worked. God, the Holy Spirit,
preaches. You have neither a spiritless word nor a wordless Spirit. The Holy Scriptures are his voice for they
are his very breath. The Holy Spirit is attached to the word of God and through this word of God he preaches.
The content of this preaching is what you’ve been hearing about the past few Sundays in the Gospel readings.
He preaches repentance and the forgiveness of sins, law and gospel. Not only that but this is how he works it
through this same word. He works repentance. He forgives as he delivers the salvation accomplished by Jesus.
The Holy Spirit preaches, and you have Christ and his benefits.

The Holy Spirit makes you holy by revealing to you the things of God and giving you faith in Christ believing
God’s word. He saves you making holy by giving you Jesus and the salvation he has accomplished for you.
Jesus said in the Gospel reading, “These things I have spoken to you while I am still with you. But the Helper,
the Holy Spirit, whom the Father will send in my name, he will teach you all things and bring to your
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remembrance all that I have said to you.” So we see in this that the Holy Spirit is not some power rather he is
God himself, a Person who is sent to do this work in your midst, to make you holy and hand over the things of
God to you.

Now if someone were to ask you “How does the Holy Spirit make you holy?” your reply is what you confess in
the Creeds, “by the Christian church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the
body, and the life everlasting.” This is where the Creeds, which confess what the Scriptures teach help you as
you confess the Christian faith in this world. They can be a go to for you to form your thoughts as you confess
the faith in this world. Don’t be afraid of giving answer to people when they ask you questions of reciting the
Creed and unpacking what those words say, really it becomes less intimidating, and you stand with the whole
church in this confession. You are not alone when you confess the faith, the whole faithful cloud of witnesses
stands with you who have gone before you and are here now. The Christian faith is a corporate thing; you are
part of the Body of Christ; it’s not just you yourself. The Holy Spirit has called you and gives you through the
word of God the answer to speak confession of who you are in Christ.

Tying this all together, think about that, then, right now, you are receiving the work of the Holy Spirit. In this
way talking about the Holy Spirit not only goes together with the word of God but it’s connected and
intertwined with the Christian Church which is formed, created, and sustained by the Holy Spirit. In the Large
Catechism Luther sums this us well when he writes, “Everything, therefore, in the Christian Church is ordered
toward this goal: we shall daily receive in the Church nothing but the forgiveness of sin through the Word and
sacraments, to comfort and encourage our consciences as long as we live here. So even though we have sins, the
«grace of they Holy Spirit does not allow them to harm us. For we are in the Christian Church, where there is
nothing but <continuous, uninterrupted» forgiveness of sin. This is because God forgives us and because we
forgive, bear with, and help one another. But outside of this Christian Church, where the Gospel is not found,
there is no forgiveness, as also there can be no holiness. Therefore, all who seek and wish to earn holiness not

through the Gospel and forgiveness of sin, but by their works, have expelled and severed themselves from this
Church.”

Dear people of God, you are God’s holy people, the tower of Babel is not your “church,” and you are not alone
for you are the Holy Christian Church. Rejoice this Day of Pentecost knowing who you are and rejoice in what
this means as you take this all to heart in your lives. Holy people love God’s word. Jesus says this in the Gospel
reading today. Loving Jesus means keeping his word. Jesus clearly said, “If anyone loves me, he will keep my
word, and my Father will love him, and we will come to him and make our home with him. Whoever does not
love me does not keep my words. And the word that you hear is not mine but the Father’s who sent me.” It’s
that simple as well as you think about what your life in Christ is to look like. It’s to hear his word and keep his
words. Don’t believe the lies that try to divorce Jesus from his words which is also to say from his church too.
Be holy is by the Holy Spirit. The Holy Spirit attaches himself to and works through the word of God. Through
this same word you have Christ and his benefits, and he gathers you together into the Church. In this Christian
Church is where God has appointed his salvation to be delivered and as such, outside of which, there is no
salvation.

God encourages you this day with these words of Jesus: “These things I have spoken to you while I am still
with you. But the Helper, the Holy Spirit, whom the Father will send in my name, he will teach you all things
and bring to your remembrance all that I have said to you. Peace I leave with you; my peace I give to you. Not
as the world gives do I give to you. Let not your hearts be troubled, neither let them be afraid. You heard me say
to you, ‘I am going away, and I will come to you.” If you loved me, you would have rejoiced, because I am
going to the Father, for the Father is greater than I. And now I have told you before it takes place, so that when
it does take place you may believe. I will no longer talk much with you, for the ruler of this world is coming. He
has no claim on me, but I do as the Father has commanded me, so that the world may know that I love the
Father. Rise, let us go from here.’”
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The Lord Jesus has ascended in Triumph and now he pours out the Holy Spirit upon his church just as he has
promised. This is the day the Lord has made and given to you, his people. Rejoice this day with one voice as
God’s holy people. The promises of Jesus are yours today. He gives you the peace to be in the world as one who
belongs to him who has overcome the world. Fear is cast out even as he has overcome death as your Redeemer.
The devil has been overthrown, and you no longer stand accused in your sin before God. Jesus has ascended
into heaven so rejoice for he rules and reigns as your King who is still with you now. The Holy Spirit is your
Helper who points you to and gives you salvation. You are not alone but a child of God who has been brought
near to Christ and all his saints. Thanks be to God for this wonderful working he has done and continues to do.
Thanks be to God for all his gifts now and forever.

In the name of the Father and of the + Son and of the Holy Spirit. Amen.



