Fourth Sunday after Trinity—July 13, 2025
In the name of the Father and of the + Son and of the Holy Spirit. Amen.

“Be merciful, even as your Father is merciful.”

Today the Lord teaches you about what it means to live in this world with other people. As much as it may be
appealing to some the world is not just you yourself and that’s it. There are others around you in this world in which
you live. That’s all well and good but there’s a sticking point in this, you are a sinner and so is everyone else. Sinners
living with sinners.

For you who know the Gospel, though, you have been given a new heart and a new spirit. You see the world and those
around you for who they are as sinners, but you know something or rather someone else. You know Christ. You know
the one who has shown you mercy and the one who speaks those words of the Gospel reading today. “Be merciful,
even as your Father is merciful. Judge not, and you will not be judged; condemn not, and you will not be condemned;
forgive, and you will be forgiven; give, and it will be given to you. Good measure, pressed down, shaken together,
running over, will be put into your lap. For with the measure you use it will be measured back to you.”

Let’s unpack this today. You understand and believe that God is God, and you are not. And to know God is to know
him in Christ and to see him and his mercy toward you as he laid aside his glory and took on your sin to pay for it and
forgive you. The center of the Christian faith is the forgiveness of sins. “Wait a second, hold up pastor, I thought
everything is about Jesus” you might be thinking to yourself. You are right, it is all about Jesus. Both of those
statements are true and not opposed to one another and related to all articles and doctrine in the Christian faith. Without
Jesus and his work, death, and resurrection, there is no forgiveness. Without the forgiveness of sins, what point, and
purpose did our Lord come down from heaven and suffer?

The forgiveness of sins means everything. Luther knew this and sums this up well in the Small Catechism regarding the
Lord’s Supper when he asked, “What is the benefit of this eating and drinking?” The answer, “These words, ‘Given and
shed for you for the forgiveness of sins,” show us that in the Sacrament forgiveness of sins, life, and salvation are given
us through these words. For where there is forgiveness of sins, there is also life and salvation.” The forgiveness of sins
is connected to life and salvation.

So, what does this all mean? Well, Jesus threatens or perhaps a better word is he promises you in those words today.
Failure to forgive your neighbor is to mock Jesus and stand outside of his forgiveness. It’s to drive out your faith and be
lost. To hold someone’s sin against them who has sinned against you is to despise Christ and the mercy he has shown
you as you are forgiven. The character of God, your Father, is to be merciful and as Christians this is to be yours as
well. Jesus wasn’t lying and meant it when he taught you to pray “forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who
trespass against us.” This all is to say, forgiving one another is not optional as a Christian, it’s commanded of you by
God. You want to measure how you treat your neighbor with spite and vengeance? Then be prepared for God to show
that measure to you.

You know yourself, though, don’t you? You know that to forgive someone often means to swallow your pride. It means
that you have to intentionally not seek to have the upper hand over that person, but you often must suffer and end up
worse for wear when all is said and done and the other person doesn’t get what is coming to him or her or what he or
she deserves. The measure that you have been shown is often far from merciful and compassionate but to bear the name
of Christ means that your Lord is your teacher, and you listen to him and follow what he has taught you. You know
what? You are not above your teacher, Jesus. What does Jesus teach you, then? Let’s go back first to the Old
Testament.

Joseph was merciful to his brothers when they were far from merciful to him. His brothers couldn’t fathom that Joseph
would take care of them and show them mercy. But what happened in the Old Testament reading? Moses recorded in
the reading from Genesis, “When Joseph’s brothers saw that their father was dead, they said, ‘It may be that Joseph
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will hate us and pay us back for all the evil that we did to him.”” They were afraid that Joseph would treat them the way
they treated him. It’s puzzling to the unbeliever that when Christians are wronged or sinned against that they would
forgive them rather than seek retribution or vengeance. It’s so contrary to what you are taught in the world around you
when you look around and see how people treat one another. But you know what you don’t see in the world around you
and what doesn’t come naturally as a fallen creature? Forgiveness. You need forgiveness to be shown to you. You need
to be forgiven and not treated as you deserve to be treated. You need to be shown compassion. Who has done that to
you and for you? Christ has and still does. His mercy overflows and your sin is forgiven. Thanks be to God this is what
your Lord has done for you and how he regards you as he counts Christ and his righteousness to you through faith.

God is the source of your forgiveness, then, to your neighbor. You don’t merit his forgiveness rather he forgives you
and you forgive one another. “We love because he first loved us” God teaches you in 1 John 4. Jesus is your teacher,
and you aren’t above him. He teaches you to be merciful so be merciful.

This is a warning to you when you are tempted to refuse mercy to those who sin against you. Look at the flip side of
what Joseph’s brothers present to you. They were afraid they would be paid back for the evil they showed their brother.
But what is it that Christians are tempted to fear when they seek vengeance and refuse to show mercy? It’s fear as well
but really this fear could be equated or at least seen as related to unbelief.

Fear undergirds our attempts at vengeance. Deep down we don’t think God will be just. We don’t think he guards and
protects us. We think we are more just and righteous than God. Or maybe we get the “Blue’s Brothers” syndrome and
think we are on a mission from God to stand up for what we think is right and go beyond what God teaches. We take
upon ourselves the judgment and execution of God’s law much like in a way we heard a few weeks ago when, in John
16, Jesus told the disciples what would happen after his ascension. Jesus said, “I have said all these things to you to
keep you from falling away. They will put you out of the synagogues. Indeed, the hour is coming when whoever kills
you will think he is offering service to God. And they will do these things because they have not known the Father, nor
me. But I have said these things to you, that when their hour comes you may remember that I told them to you.”

What does it look like then to show mercy to your neighbor? What does God teach is the more excellent way in which
you, as a child of God, are to live with those around you? St. Paul, no doubt pondering this text from Luke’s Gospel
along with its parallel passages was inspired by the Holy Spirit to reveal to you what God teaches, “Bless those who
persecute you; bless and do not curse them. Rejoice with those who rejoice, weep with those who weep. Live in
harmony with one another. Do not be haughty, but associate with the lowly. Never be wise in your own sight. Repay no
one evil for evil, but give thought to do what is honorable in the sight of all. If possible, so far as it depends on you, live
peaceably with all. Beloved, never avenge yourselves, but leave it to the wrath of God, for it is written, ‘Vengeance is
mine, [ will repay, says the Lord.” To the contrary, ‘if your enemy is hungry, feed him; if he is thirsty, give him
something to drink; for by so doing you will heap burning coals on his head.” Do not be overcome by evil, but
overcome evil with good.”

That’s your mind and heart as you are a new creation in Christ. Or to summarize what St. Paul writes go back to the
words of Jesus, “Be merciful, even as your Father is merciful.” You see the heart and mind of the Christian is love for
the neighbor. It’s to care for those around them. This happens in different ways to be sure and according to your
different vocations and stations in life that God has called you to in relation to your neighbors such as parents with
children. Likewise, in nowhere in any of this is God downplaying sin or somehow implying that thinking and living in
this way is tolerating sin. That’s not what Jesus is saying. What he is teaching you, though, is what it means to love you
neighbor and seek his good. Overcoming evil with good is not about vengeance rather it’s about the concern and care
you have for those even those who have done evil things.

Jesus also teaches you how to approach your neighbor as one who is forgiven and is to be merciful as your Father is
merciful. St. Luke recorded this in the Gospel reading. Jesus also told them a parable: “Can a blind man lead a blind
man? Will they not both fall into a pit? A disciple is not above his teacher, but everyone when he is fully trained will be
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like his teacher. Why do you see the speck that is in your brother’s eye, but do not notice the log that is in your own
eye? How can you say to your brother, ‘Brother, let me take out the speck that is in your eye,” when you yourself do
not see the log that is in your own eye? You hypocrite, first take the log out of your own eye, and then you will see
clearly to take out the speck that is in your brother's eye.”

It truly is sad that this Gospel is abused the way it is today, but it shouldn’t surprise us one bit. What God does and
what God says is good, but we are sinners and sinners take the good and misuse it. Forgiveness does not approve of sin.
Approving of sin and looking the other way is to hate your neighbor and not care whether he goes to hell. Sin always
harms and always destroys. Sin must absolutely be addressed. It’s what Jesus did and still does through his word that
you confess in your life and the vocations you have in this world.

It’s a godly thing, then, to approach a brother or sister in Christ who is sinning. That too is not an optional thing but
something God teaches you to do. The reading today is not an excuse for your to not speak where you have been given
to speak. It’s not your “out” to avoid controversy and not be a Christian parent, friend, and neighbor. Yet, in your
rebuking of sin as a Christian, which you must do when it is your place to do so, the Lord also warns you as he does in
this Gospel reading. You must consider the log in your own eye before you can see clearly to take out the speck in your
brother’s eye.

Another example of this is in Galatians 6 when God teaches, “Brothers, if anyone is caught in any transgression, you
who are spiritual should restore him in a spirit of gentleness. Keep watch on yourself, lest you too be tempted. Bear one
another’s burdens, and so fulfill the law of Christ. For if anyone thinks he is something, when he is nothing, he
deceives himself.” Even with that instruction we still the devil still tempts us to think we are above God either by
refusing to confront our brother or thinking we are better than him. Both of those errors are wrong. Case and point and
how often you see both things in the world around you when people want to excuse or tolerate sin by falsely citing this
passage “judge not” and then forgetting every single other word in Bible or when someone does indeed judge his
neighbor by his own standards and his own righteousness which is what the Pharisees would often do.

The Formula of Concord speaks a great deal about this second error in the article on the Third Use of the Law, Article
VI. God’s law is for people even after they have been converted to the Christian faith because sinful man tries to come
up with his own standards and ideas of what are good works, what is right or righteous, and what man is free or not free
to do. To claim something is wrong where God has not made that statement is to judge and make a judgment that
belongs only to God. Likewise, the Large Catechism rightly confesses from the Bible that to exercise an office of
judgment when that office has not been given to you to do so also judges where God has commanded you not to judge.
That is an issue of breaking the 8" Commandment, “you shall not give false testimony against your neighbor.” The
Hymn of the Day we sang a few minutes ago summarizes this all well and preaches to you about your life in Christ
even as it’s a prayer crying out to God to live in this way as his child.

So, what’s the point in all this today? You are to listen and follow God’s word and his judgments and commands. You
are to look at and examine yourself and remove the log from your own eye as you seek to live a godly life in this world.
How is this done? Confess your sin and receive God’s absolution, his forgiveness. That’s the center of your life in
Christ and the highest worship of God, to receive his forgiveness. Hearing God’s word, confessing your sin, and eating
and drinking the body and blood of Christ is your life in Christ where you sin is forgiven and where there is the
forgiveness of sins there is life and salvation. This is how you find your confidence to stand before God’s judgement as
one who is baptized into Christ and one who rightly seeks to be merciful even as your Father is merciful.

Take this all to heart today. Repent for you have sinned against God. Cling to his forgiveness as your Lord is merciful
and compassionate to you his dear child. Jesus has suffered all so that you are exalted before God’s throne. Show this
same measure to those around you as you forgive one another and are not overcome by evil but overcome evil with
good. You are righteous in God’s sight on account of Jesus. God is merciful to you. Your sin is forgiven, and this is the
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center of the Christian faith. “Be merciful, even as your Father is merciful.” Thanks be to God for the Lord and his
mercy endure forever.

In the name of the Father and of the + Son and of the Holy Spirit. Amen.



