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In the name of the Father and of the + Son and of the Holy Spirit. Amen. 
 
“Finally, all of you, have unity of mind, sympathy, brotherly love, a tender heart, and a humble mind.” 
 
When God places before you these admonitions, to a better way and life together as his people, he does so because he 
cares for you. When you look at the commands in the Epistle reading, they sound a bit idealist. They sound like a pie in 
the sky notion of the church that is never possible and is just going to cause disappointment for everyone. That’s one 
way the old sinful man responds to the instruction of God’s law. 
 
Two weeks ago, you heard about the call to humility in your lives. Last week, you took to heart from God’s word the 
command and instruction to “Be merciful, even as your Father is merciful.” It’s helpful for Christians to consider these 
things and apply what God teaches them in their lives. It’s not at odds with salvation by grace alone through faith in 
Christ alone to listen and seek to follow God’s law in your new lives in Christ. God commands you to do this and so 
it’s important. It’s also beneficial for you in this life as well. Think about last week when mercy is show to you and 
when you show mercy to others a spirit of reconciliation and peace is lived out in your lives. 
 
Right before this reading, St. Peter speaks to husbands and wives and the love they are to show one another and the 
different roles they have as they live together as God has joined them as husband and wife. Here the reading picks up 
and addresses the whole Christian body, who really is the bride of Christ and what it means they live together as one 
with the Lord Jesus as their Lord and head. 
 
Today as you consider who you are as the church you think about how when God gathers you together as his people he 
doesn’t just do so like some dog catcher rounding up rabid dogs and throwing them in a cage. While it’s true you are a 
bunch of sinners brought into a body together, you have been sanctified. You are the baptized who have been washed 
clean, forgiven of your sins, rescued from death and the devil and given eternal salvation. This work has been done for 
each one of you. The “communion of saints” is a real thing as you look around you right now and see each other. You 
are looking at saints. That means something because you all belong to Christ. 
 
The old Adam likes to rear his ugly head as he still hangs around your neck. The struggle is daily to drown the old 
Adam which wants to assert his own way, thinks he always in the right, is full of pride, and does not want to show 
mercy. Knowing your sin and how it seeks to have the upper hand is important as you see God’s law expose it and the 
call to turn from this sin lest it destroy you. This is in your daily lives as you live in the world and it’s in the church as 
well. God wants you to live in peace and a quiet life in all godliness. 
 
The devil wants division in marriages, in families, relationships, and in the church. He wants people trying to rouse up 
action and words against one another in ways that seek to pit one member of the body of Christ against another. One of 
the issues in the Corinthian church was when people were trying to take sides against one another such as when St. Paul 
wrote, “I appeal to you, brothers, by the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, that all of you agree, and that there be no 
divisions among you, but that you be united in the same mind and the same judgment. For it has been reported to me by 
Chloe’s people that there is quarreling among you, my brothers. What I mean is that each one of you says, ‘I follow 
Paul,’ or ‘I follow Apollos,’ or ‘I follow Cephas,’ or ‘I follow Christ.’ Is Christ divided? Was Paul crucified for you? 
Or were you baptized in the name of Paul?” 
 
It is foundational and part of your baptismal identity to be one body together for Christ is not divided. Remember what 
God says in Ephesians 4, “I therefore, a prisoner for the Lord, urge you to walk in a manner worthy of the calling to 
which you have been called, with all humility and gentleness, with patience, bearing with one another in love, eager to 
maintain the unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace. There is one body and one Spirit—just as you were called to the 
one hope that belongs to your call— one Lord, one faith, one baptism, one God and Father of all, who is over all and 
through all and in all.” 
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Think about those things God is teaching you. Take them to heart and let your character exhibit those qualities as you 
live in the church and the world around you. Cultivate them in your lives as you hear God’s word, read, mark, learn, 
and inwardly digest it. Look at one another consider them as your brother and sister in Christ. Go out of your way to 
speak well of another. You are to be merciful and kind to one another being zealous for what is good. 
 
Luther preached on this text with these words, “It is man’s nature, coming from original sin, to enjoy taking revenge, 
especially on those who inflict harm on him without reason. If he can do no more, he at least wishes all misfortune on 
his enemy and curses him; he is happy to hear and see things go badly for him. . . 
 
However, a Christian should not and cannot (if he remains a Christian) be an unmerciful or vindictive man, because he 
has become God’s child, and from Him he has obtained mercy, in which he lives without ceasing. He should not have 
desire for or joy in his neighbor’s harm and misfortune or have a bitter, harsh, and stubborn heart toward him. Rather, 
he is much more disposed to show mercy to his neighbor, even to one who is hostile to him, and to take pity on his 
blindness and misery, because he sees him lying in God’s wrath and leading himself into eternal ruin and damnation, so 
that he is already all too highly avenged on him. Just for that reason he should be kind to him and show him all charity 
(provided that he will tolerate and accept it), so that in this way he may win him and bring him to repentance.” 
 
What forms your unity and love for one another is the one who loves you and has gathered you together as his children. 
The disciples in the Gospel reading were called by Jesus to go out and be “fishers of men.” This reading speaks about 
the work of the apostles preaching the word of God and the Lord bringing people into his church just as he worked the 
miracle of the great catch of fish. The Holy Spirit has called and gathered you together as God’s people. You live in 
this boat, this ark; the church as people who have been dragged out of the depths of sin, death, and the devil. You have 
been rescued and brought into the safety of God’s Kingdom. 
 
Always seek the godly and better way when it comes to living with your neighbor. Love your neighbor. Look at your 
brother in Christ and see them as one covered in the blood of the Lamb who has also died for your sins. God teaches 
you some specific examples as St. Peter cites from Psalm 34, “Whoever desires to love life and see good days, let him 
keep his tongue from evil and his lips from speaking deceit; let him turn away from evil and do good; let him seek 
peace and pursue it. For the eyes of the Lord are on the righteous, and his ears are open to their prayer. But the face of 
the Lord is against those who do evil.” 
 
David, who wrote Psalm 34, was fleeing from Saul at the time. Even as he was being pursued, he was called to turn 
away from evil and do good, seek peace and pursue it. That’s who God called him to be and it’s the same for you. It’s 
that same word of God which teaches you what you are to live as a Christian. Keep your tongue and lips from evil, that 
is you are to not curse, swear, or lie but to speak the truth, confess the Christian faith steadfastly, speak well of your 
God and to speak well of your neighbor. Bless him rather than curse him. A Christian’s tongue is informed by God’s 
word and speaks according to it. Seek and pursue these things. 
 
God calls you as the church, as well, have unity of mind. You are the body of Christ together. You have the same word 
of God, the same doctrine, and the same confession. With this too, no one of you is more important than the other. 
Together you are God’s people. You look at one another in the church on an equal level. Married or single. Rich or 
poor. No matter what vocation you may have, you are united in Christ. Connected to this this is sympathy. You share 
one another’s burdens. You have compassion for each other and pray for each other. You sacrifice for your brothers 
and sisters in Christ. This is brotherly love. The people sitting next to you and all saints in Christ throughout the world 
you are to regard as your brothers and sisters in Christ and treat them accordingly. This is seen as well with through a 
tender heart and a humble mind. This is what God instructs you about who you are to be as a Christian living in the 
church and then, in turn, the world. 
 
You have been bought with the price of Christ’s blood, and you have him who is good. When you face evil in your life 
your response is to return it with good. “Do not repay evil for evil or reviling for reviling, but on the contrary, bless.” 
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Your old man wants to curse. He wants to get even. He wants to revile. He wants to be the judge, jury, and executioner. 
This is especially difficult as the church faces mockery and insults, and you are despised when you are faithful the Lord 
and his word. The devil, the world, and your fallen flesh would have you try to justify a response in kind to what you 
receive. But you see this is not who you are dear people of God. That’s not who Jesus is and what he did when he was 
despised, stricken, smitten and afflicted. You are saints who delight in repaying evil with blessing and showing mercy 
and forgiveness even as your Lord Jesus has repaid your sin with this same mercy. 
 
Likewise, your response, your mouth and tongue are to confess and give a defense of this hope you have in Christ and 
which you share together as his people. Being of one heart and mind and at peace is going to produce, by God’s grace, 
and faithful confession which is the salt and light in the darkness of this world even if you as the church are persecuted 
for it. The Christian faith confesses. St. Peter wrote, “Now who is there to harm you if you are zealous for what is 
good? But even if you should suffer for righteousness' sake, you will be blessed. Have no fear of them, nor be 
troubled, but in your hearts honor Christ the Lord as holy, always being prepared to make a defense to anyone who asks 
you for a reason for the hope that is in you; yet do it with gentleness and respect.” 
 
Know who you are in all this as a new creature in Christ. Your hope is in the Lord who has made you, redeemed you, 
and made you holy. You have a good conscience before God as you go through this life. In verse 16, right after the 
Epistle lesson ends, God through St. Peter wrote, “having a good conscience, so that, when you are slandered, those 
who revile your good behavior in Christ may be put to shame. For it is better to suffer for doing good, if that should be 
God's will, than for doing evil.” 
 
Always ask yourself before you lay down your head at night, have I listened to God’s word? Have I thought, lived, and 
spoke according to what my Lord teaches? Of course, you will always see where you have fallen short, repent of those 
things, but also go running back to the Lord’s word and let your conscience be held captive by it. When you suffer 
then, for doing good, count it as a blessing and don’t be sorry one iota for being faithful to the Lord for he will never 
put you, who trusts in him to shame. Know this too and most importantly, as you live out your Christian life you have a 
good conscience even if you should suffer for it and be mocked as an individual or the church. 
 
You have a good conscience not because you have followed what you thought best but because you know what God 
says about you this whole time, every day and when your last hour arrives on this side of the grave. What is this? It 
goes on further to say after the Epistle reading to say, “For Christ also suffered once for sins, the righteous for the 
unrighteous, that he might bring us to God, being put to death in the flesh but made alive in the spirit, in which he went 
and proclaimed to the spirits in prison, because they formerly did not obey, when God's patience waited in the days of 
Noah, while the ark was being prepared, in which a few, that is, eight persons, were brought safely through 
water. Baptism, which corresponds to this, now saves you, not as a removal of dirt from the body but as an appeal to 
God for a good conscience, through the resurrection of Jesus Christ, who has gone into heaven and is at the right hand 
of God, with angels, authorities, and powers having been subjected to him.” 
 
God has saved you in Christ. He has saved you in the waters of your baptism. Do good works God instructs you to do 
and in accord with the new heart and spirit God has given to you. Do these as you have been instructed with a good 
conscience knowing that your sin is forgiven, and you have eternal life. Don’t be afraid of doing good to each other and 
together. Delight in your Lord and seek first his righteousness. Your confidence is in the righteous one who perfectly 
obeyed God without any spot or blemish. His righteous life, his atoning death, and his resurrection are all yours through 
faith. This is a freedom, then to live. It’s a freedom to hear, rejoice in God’s teaching and live as one who turns away 
from evil and does good, who seeks peace and pursues it. The Lord’s eyes are on you, the righteous because his eyes 
look through the shed blood of his Son as your righteousness. 
 
“The Lord is my light and my salvation; whom shall I fear? Teach me your way, O Lord, and lead me on a level path 
because of my enemies. Give me not up to the will of my adversaries; for false witnesses have risen against me, and 
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they breathe out violence. Wait for the Lord; be strong, and let your heart take courage; wait for the Lord!” Thanks be 
to God for such a Lord and such a life he has given to you now and forever. 
 
In the name of the Father and of the + Son and of the Holy Spirit. Amen. 


