6™ Sunday after Trinity—July 27, 2025
In the name of the Father and of the + Son and of the Holy Spirit. Amen.

“We were buried therefore with him by baptism into death, in order that, just as Christ was raised from the dead by the
glory of the Father, we too might walk in newness of life.”

Being baptized into Christ is being baptized into the death and resurrection of Jesus. It’s a real death and resurrection
which has occurred in the baptismal waters and living out one’s baptism is a daily dying to sin and rising to live in the
new life you have been given in Christ. Really this is the Christian life you have and what it means to live out your
baptism.

The Large Catechism makes this comment about how you consider your baptismal life and what this means for you.
“Every Christian has enough in Baptism to learn and to do all his life. For he has always enough to do by believing
firmly what Baptism promises and brings: victory over death and the devil [Romans 6:3—6], forgiveness of sin [Acts
2:38], God’s grace [Titus 3:5-6], the entire Christ, and the Holy Spirit with His gifts [1 Corinthians 6:11]. In short,
Baptism is so far beyond us that if timid nature could realize this, it might well doubt whether it could be true. Think
about it. Imagine there was a doctor somewhere who understood the art of saving people from death or, even though
they died, could restore them quickly to life so that they would afterward live forever. Oh, how the world would pour in
money like snow and rain. No one could find access to him because of the throng of the rich! But here in Baptism there
is freely brought to everyone’s door such a treasure and medicine that it utterly destroys death and preserves all people
alive.

We must think this way about Baptism and make it profitable for ourselves. So when our sins and conscience oppress
us, we strengthen ourselves and take comfort and say, ‘Nevertheless, I am baptized. And if I am baptized, it is promised
to me that I shall be saved and have eternal life, both in soul and body.’ For that is the reason why these two things are
done in Baptism: the body—which can grasp nothing but the water—is sprinkled and, in addition, the Word is spoken
for the soul to grasp. Now, since both, the water and the Word, make one Baptism, therefore, body and soul must be
saved and live forever [1 Corinthians 15:53]. The soul lives through the Word, which it believes, but the body lives
because it is united with the soul and also holds on through Baptism as it is able to grasp it. We have, therefore, no
greater jewel in body and soul. For by Baptism we are made holy and are saved [1 Corinthians 6:11]. No other kind of
life, no work upon earth, can do this.”

Those words of Martin Luther in the Large Catechism not only confess what the Bible teaches about the benefits of
baptism but how they form and shape your lives. Your thinking and actions as baptized children of God flow from the
baptismal waters where God has forgiven your sins, rescued you from death and the devil, and given you eternal
salvation.

Baptism is passive, that means it happens to you. In the Bible, when baptism is mentioned and when it talks about what
baptism is, it’s something that is done to you and not something you do or an outward mark of something in you. One
example, among many, where this is the case is when Peter is preaching in Acts 2. “And Peter said to them, ‘Repent
and be baptized every one of you in the name of Jesus Christ for the forgiveness of your sins, and you will receive the
gift of the Holy Spirit. For the promise is for you and for your children and for all who are far off, everyone whom the
Lord our God calls to himself.”” Also, in Galatians 3 it says, “For as many of you as were baptized into Christ have put
on Christ.” Today in the Epistle reading, it’s no surprise, then, when it has this same passive language, “Do you not
know that all of us who have been baptized into Christ Jesus were baptized into his death? We were buried therefore
with him by baptism into death, in order that, just as Christ was raised from the dead by the glory of the Father, we too
might walk in newness of life.”

When people doubt or reject that baptism is a work of God or that it delivers something to you it’s often because they
have a view of faith that is faulty. Faith gets defined in several nonbiblical ways such as a quality in a person, or an act
of man like a decision he makes, or that faith isn’t given through a means, or that faith doesn’t have an object by which
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it lays hold onto it, which is the “just have faith” way of thinking. All of those are false, unbiblical views of faith that
end up placing faith in the hands of men rather than the work and preservation of God. Baptism though is different. It
puts everything in God’s hands and his work and that’s comforting.

Baptism is the sacrament of justification. It delivers Christ and his benefits to you and is the foundation for your life in
Christ. Baptism is so important. God, through the pen of St. Peter, even says in 1 Peter 3, “For Christ also suffered once
for sins, the righteous for the unrighteous, that he might bring us to God, being put to death in the flesh but made

alive in the spirit, in which he went and proclaimed to the spirits in prison, because they formerly did not obey, when
God’s patience waited in the days of Noah, while the ark was being prepared, in which a few, that is, eight persons,
were brought safely through water. Baptism, which corresponds to this, now saves you, not as a removal of dirt from
the body but as an appeal to God for a good conscience, through the resurrection of Jesus Christ, who has gone into
heaven and is at the right hand of God, with angels, authorities, and powers having been subjected to him.”

Baptism saves you. But I thought Jesus saves you? He does. Jesus saves you and baptism saves you. Use that example
of the ark the Bible uses. The ark saved Noah and his family. It was the instrument that kept them safe from the flood
waters. Wait, though, didn’t God save Noah? God did save Noah and the ark saved Noah. Both of those statements are
true. God saved Noah and the means of this deliverance was the ark. Jesus has saved you and the means by which you
have this deliverance given to you is the waters of holy baptism. This isn’t complicated. It’s only complicated when we
want to brush aside the plain, clear, words of the Bible and put our wants and desires on it and set things against each
other when God puts them together.

Your baptism has saved you. God has done this and worked this miracle of salvation in your life. Now, as the baptized
you are a new creation. As the baptized you are to make use of your baptism. How you regard sin as a baptized child of
God is one who has been forgiven, rescued, and freed from it. Baptized into Christ you have a good conscience to stand
before God. The idea, though, that one who has baptized would willingly remain in sin is absurd. I am talking about
letting sin rule and reign in your life to the point that you don’t repent, and you get to the point you don’t see it as
serious, sinful, or just don’t care. That is to totally mock God and everything he has given you in your baptism and
everything he has done for you in Christ. It’s nothing new, though, for sinful man wants to abuse God’s grace and think
he can pull one over on God. St. Paul brings this up in the Epistle reading when he takes about the baptismal life in
relation to sin. “What shall we say then? Are we to continue in sin that grace may abound? By no means! How can we
who died to sin still live in it? Do you not know that all of us who have been baptized into Christ Jesus were baptized
into his death? We were buried therefore with him by baptism into death, in order that, just as Christ was raised from
the dead by the glory of the Father, we too might walk in newness of life.”

You have a new life as a Christian. You have a righteousness too that covers you, it’s the righteousness of Jesus. He is
the one who said in the Gospel reading, “Do not think that I have come to abolish the Law or the Prophets; I have not
come to abolish them but to fulfill them.” All that was commanded and promised is fulfilled in Christ and in baptism he
covers you with his obedience, his righteousness, his death, and his resurrection. Now that righteousness is your
righteousness. You were baptized into his death, and you have arisen from those baptismal waters and walk in the
newness of life.

Let’s go back to the Large Catechism, then, and Luther’s words telling you, “Imagine there was a doctor somewhere
who understood the art of saving people from death or, even though they died, could restore them quickly to life so that
they would afterward live forever.” That’s quite something isn’t it? Yet in holy baptism you don’t have to imagine this
as a hypothetical scenario, but you really have Jesus who is the Great Physician of body and soul and who is the
Resurrection and the Life.

The significance of your baptism and what it means to remember it is for you to always hear and trust those promises of
Jesus who is crucified and risen for you. Living your baptism is remaining in Christ, abiding in his word, and feasting
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at his supper. That’s simply who you are as a baptized child of God whose sin is forgiven and whose life is hidden in
Christ.

Each day as a Christian you are living a daily baptism. You daily drown what belongs to your Old Adam, your sinful
nature, and you rise to live in the New Adam given to you by God. You listen to God’s word. You confess your sin and
repent. You hold fast to Jesus and his forgiveness. You desire and live what God’s word teaches you what new life in
Christ you have and what it is to look like as you turn from your sin and do good works for your neighbor. This is how
you “use” your baptism. This is your confidence you have in your baptism. Each day when you get up in the morning
you do so as one who is baptized and that’s so comforting.

One of my absolute favorite hymns is the Hymn of the Day today. It’s the only hymn that is directly quoted in the
Lutheran Confessions, perhaps that’s part of the reason why I like it so much. Yet the beauty of this hymn is the truth
and goodness it proclaims to you and what you have in Christ. Listen again to these words which preach to you what
you have in Christ.

1. All mankind fell in Adam’s fall; 4. But Christ, the second Adam, came
One common sin infects us all. To bear our sin and woe and shame,
From one to all the curse descends, To be our life, our light, our way,

And over all God’s wrath impends. Our only hope, our only stay.

2. Through all our pow’rs corruption creeps 5. As by one man all mankind fell

And us in dreadful bondage keeps; And, born in sin, was doomed to hell,

In guilt we draw our infant breath So by one Man, who took our place,

And reap its fruits of woe and death. We all were justified by grace.

3. From hearts depraved, to evil prone, 6. We thank You, Christ; new life is ours,
Flow thoughts and deeds of sin alone; New light, new hope, new strength, new pow’rs.
God’s image lost, the darkened soul This grace our ev’ry way attend

Seeks not nor finds its heav’nly goal. Until we reach our journey’s end.

Dear people of God, rejoice in what God has done in your baptism. Use your baptism and find consolation in Christ
who has redeemed you. Don’t forget who you are as one who is no longer as slave to sin but one who is forgiven and
has been set free. Let your baptism define your whole life even who you are in this world. You bear the name of the
Triune God, and this is the confession you have as you go from this place and wherever you may be each day in this
world. Live as baptized people and who together, are the body of Christ, the church. Each day too rest your head on
your pillow in the confidence of your baptism which is to rest as one who will lay down your head in death in a similar
way because baptized into Christ your head, even in death, will rise and will live forever because Jesus is risen and so
shall you.

In the name of the Father and of the + Son and of the Holy Spirit. Amen.



