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In the name of the Father and of the + Son and of the Holy Spirit. Amen. 
 
“In those days, when again a great crowd had gathered, and they had nothing to eat, [Jesus] called his disciples to him 
and said to them, ‘I have compassion on the crowd, because they have been with me now three days and have nothing 
to eat. And if I send them away hungry to their homes, they will faint on the way. And some of them have come from 
far away.’” 
 
Trusting that God cares for you and gives you what you need is a relatively simple concept when you think about the 
grand scheme of theology and things about God. For example, there are articles of faith that are mysteries and beyond 
understanding but things simply to be confessed. The Trinity is a case in point. The two natures of Christ and the 
hypostatic union. Or consider the genus maiestaticum whereby divine attributes communicated. You get the picture. 
 
Yet how often do you doubt that God will take care of you, that he will provide for you, that he will give you what you 
need? Yet this is not who your God is. Your God is Jesus, who has compassion on his people. He has had and continues 
to have compassion on you. This is who your God is and what he does. 
 
To see Jesus work this miracle in the Gospel reading today is to behold him as the Lord of creation and the one who has 
compassion on his people. The two are not separate from one another. God who created all things, is the same God who 
became man to redeem it and then creates anew. This is who Jesus is, God in the flesh, fully God and fully man. He 
worked this miracle for his people because he had compassion on them just as he has compassion on you. 
 
The reading starts off in a very interesting way and a few things jump out at you. Hear again what St. Mark recorded 
for us, “In those days, when again a great crowd had gathered, and they had nothing to eat, he called his disciples to 
him and said to them, ‘I have compassion on the crowd, because they have been with me now three days and have 
nothing to eat. And if I send them away hungry to their homes, they will faint on the way. And some of them have 
come from far away.’” 
 
This crowd was with Jesus for three days and we hear they have now nothing to eat. Why is that? We don’t know all 
the details but what we do know is that they were listening to Jesus. They were gathering around him and some of them 
came from a great distance. They’re not expecting him to give them bread or any type of food for that matter as they 
sometimes are in other places. No, they are there with the Lord and they don’t have anything to eat. Their primary 
concern is to be around Jesus and where he is preaching. That in and of itself is telling and teaches you something 
about how you are to order and prioritize your life. 
 
The temptation is real for you to look at our lives and look at God and see a disconnect. Not trusting God in general or 
that he provides is because at the core of the matter is sin. In your sin you see your lives as one thing and who God is 
and what he gives as another. He becomes merely a supplement or someone you checked off the list rather than your 
very existence. But if you really believed that God has created you, redeemed you, and called you his own wouldn’t 
your lives be different? Would you care about the things of this world more and place them in a higher priority or 
importance in your lives if we really believed that in Christ you have your very existence or know that God cares for 
you and you are of more value than the birds of the air? Wouldn’t that mean that you would gladly suffer anything even 
death rather than have Christ and his word taken from you or hinder you from hearing it? 
 
In Acts 17, the Holy Spirit inspired St. Luke to write, “Being then God’s offspring, we ought not to think that the divine 
being is like gold or silver or stone, an image formed by the art and imagination of man. The times of ignorance God 
overlooked, but now he commands all people everywhere to repent, because he has fixed a day on which he will judge 
the world in righteousness by a man whom he has appointed; and of this he has given assurance to all by raising him 
from the dead.” Or as the Epistle reading exhorts you, “But now that you have been set free from sin and have become 
slaves of God, the fruit you get leads to sanctification and its end, eternal life. For the wages of sin is death, but the free 
gift of God is eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord.” 
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The wonderful thing in all of this is that you see the Lord and what he does as you fix your eyes on Jesus. The 
compassion of Jesus in all this rings out loudly. You see his compassion toward the crowd as he feeds them with bread, 
he who is the Bread of Life come down from heaven. God is there to take care of his people as he always has and will. 
No matter how small or large the crowd, the Lord and his compassion is never ending as his steadfast love endures 
forever. This is his promise to you. Jesus is not going to forsake you in this life as no one who believes in him will be 
put shame. It’s ok to trust that he will provide for you. In fact, Jesus said, “For the Gentiles seek after all these things, 
and your heavenly Father knows that you need them all. But seek first the kingdom of God and his righteousness, and 
all these things will be added to you.” Seek him first, that is put him first above all things and you will not be left in 
want or lacking, instead you will have everything you need for this body and life. 
 
Your confidence and trust rest on this compassion of Jesus. Sure, the Lord worked a miracle for these people in the 
Gospel reading but this is the same God who was crucified for them and for you. Don’t doubt for one second what your 
God thinks about you and if he will care for you. Your confidence to live like this is because you have been forgiven in 
Jesus who suffered for your sin in your place. God’s wrath has been satisfied in the death of Christ. Will God take care 
of you and your family? See Christ crucified and know that he has, and he will. Will God forsake you or let you come 
to ruin as you follow him and his word? Look to Christ crucified and see him who was forsaken by the Father so that 
you are now brought near and have a place in his kingdom. Does God forgive you for your sin and your life which has 
fallen short of his glory seeking after other things rather than fearing, loving, and trusting in him above all things? See 
the crucified one and know your sin is forgiven and this is yours even as you have been baptized into his life, death, 
and resurrection. 
 
The compassion of God is toward you is found and seen in Christ. You are his child whom he has formed in the womb 
and redeemed you by his blood. He gives you your daily bread and the bread of immortality. Feast on what he gives 
and cling to his promises for you. Don’t be afraid dear flock but trust in the provision of the Lord. Jesus didn’t want to 
send the crowds away until he fed them, he didn’t want them to faint along the way home. “And he took the seven 
loaves, and having given thanks, he broke them and gave them to his disciples to set before the people; and they set 
them before the crowd. And they had a few small fish. And having blessed them, he said that these also should be set 
before them. And they ate and were satisfied. And they took up the broken pieces left over, seven baskets full. And 
there were about four thousand people. And he sent them away.” Receive his gifts and know that God will sustain you 
in this faith. Depart this place in the peace of Christ full and satisfied for your sin is forgiven, you have life and 
salvation. You have been redeemed by Christ and his compassion overflows in abundance in your lives toward you and 
your neighbors. His compassion is toward you and this mercy overflows to others around you in your life as you live 
out the vocations God has called you to live. 
 
The Epistle reading speaks about your freedom in Christ now that you have been baptized, as you heard about last 
week and this Epistle reading is shorting after last week’s reading. St. Paul by divine inspiration wrote, “When you 
were slaves of sin, you were free in regard to righteousness. But what fruit were you getting at that time from the things 
of which you are now ashamed? The end of those things is death. But now that you have been set free from sin and 
have become slaves of God, the fruit you get leads to sanctification and its end, eternal life. For the wages of sin is 
death, but the free gift of God is eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord.” 
 
So, what does this mean? As a Christian, baptized into Christ, you have freedom in Christ to listen to Jesus and to serve 
your neighbor. Both of those things are true. You are a hearer of the word of God living in faith toward God and in love 
toward one another. You trust your Lord and cling to him who takes care of you and you are free to live. Use your 
freedom wisely as a Christian and not as an excuse or cover up for sin. Likewise, don’t neglect to serve your neighbor. 
But remember God is a God of order. Put things all in their proper place and realize that everything comes from and is 
brought about because your Lord is compassionate taking care of your needs of body and soul. Your life in Christ is 
formed, shaped, and is a fruit of the redemption you have in Christ. Take yourself away from his forgiveness, life, and 
salvation given to you in the means of grace and you go back into the slavery to sin you were rescued from by him. Not 
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only that but your faith will starve to eternal death. Your prayer, then, is what you prayed a few minutes ago in the 
Collect of the Day, “O God, whose never-failing providence orders all things both in heaven and earth, we humbly 
implore You to put away from us all hurtful things and to give us those things that are profitable for us.” 
 
Dear people of God listen to the miracle your Lord did out of his great compassion. The comfort in all of this is Jesus is 
the same yesterday, today, and forever. The same God who created Adam and Even putting them in the Garden of Eden 
is the same God who fed the 4,000 in the Gospel reading and is the same God who has redeemed you. God will not 
forsake you in this world or into the life to come. He hears and answers your prayers not because of how hard you pray 
or how great your faith is, he does this all out of his compassion. How do you know this is true? Jesus is crucified for 
you. Your sin has been washed away in the waters of baptism. He sends a preacher to you to deliver his forgiveness. 
The Lord feeds you with his own body and blood given and shed for you. Your sin is forgiven, and you have eternal 
life. What a joy to have and behold this all today as you sit here listening to Jesus. He has compassion on you. He 
blesses you. He feeds you. He grants you the new life to live in faith toward him and in fervent love toward one 
another. He sends you on your way now and into eternity. 
 
In the name of the Father and of the + Son and of the Holy Spirit. Amen. 


