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Introduction

Overthe course ofmy twentyfive years in the Office of the Holy Ministry have

found it to be very edifying to add a complete raugh of the Lutheran

Confessions to the season of Lent, especially using the edition from Concordia
Publishing HouseConcordia: The Lutheran Confessioihs addition,most of my
Lenten Mi dweek service and sermon serie
Small Catechissm and series on the Lordds Praye
memorable to my laypeople

I n the Holy Scriptures, our Lord Jesus
Prayer, the Our Father. Il n Luke 11, He
i n Matthew 6 He says, APray themnryl i ke t
word andalsogiving usChristiansa pattern for prayer.

It follows that during Lent, a time for special devotionaod meditation orthe
Passion of our Lord, that we focus on the prayer and pattern of prayer Our Lord
gives to us.

This devotion is set up to lead you through various texts to learn morepabypet
and about our Loi@ Passion. Fathers should especially takeaiyggortunity to
lead their families in their sacred task of being the hedlenf household.
Congregations can also take advantage of the Lenten SPrait¢hat can be
foundonlineat SteadfastLutherans.org.

The Lord bless your devotions this Lenten seasahour celebration of the Easter
Sunday Resurrection of Our Lord, crucified for us on Good Friday.

Rev.Paul J CainEditor

AAsk, and it will be given to you; seek, and you will fkrthck, and it wilbe opened
to you. For everyone who asks receives, and the one whdfiselsksnd to the one
who knocks it will be opened. Or which one of yohisiEon asks him for bread, will
give him a stone? Or if he asks for a fish, gille him a serpent? If you then, who
are evil, know how to give good giftsyour children, how much more will your
Father who is in heaven give gothdngs to those who ask hirfiMatthew 7:711)



Our Father Who art in heaven
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Jesus teaches His disciples how to pray the sordtayer. The artist of this
engraving is th&lonogrammist HA. The image is from a 1545 edition of Valentin
Babsts publication of Luthds Small Catechism
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Ash Wednesday

AANd when you fast, do not look gloomy like the hypocrites, for they distiggire
faces that their fasting may be seen by others. Truly, | say tthgyuhave received
their reward. But when you fast, anoint your head am$h your face, that your
fasting may not be seen by others but by yeather who is in secret. And your
Father who sees in secret will reward y@io not lay up for yourselves treasures
on earth, where moth and rud¢stroy and where thieves break in and steal, but lay
up for yourselvesreasures in heaven, where neither moth nor rust destroys and
where thieesdo not break in and steal. For where your treasure is, there your heart
will be also(Matthew 6:1621)

Ités very appropriate during Lent, a season of repentance and incieasedn
God3s work for us in Christ Jesu® be reminded that God aar Father. How is
God our Father? Sometimes people talk aboutlé&inlg our Father by the
Creation. This is true that God created us.aféecreatures. But tlatnot quite

fully revealing about our Father. Creatisrsometimes a scary place. Things in
creation die. There is so much outoafr control in creation. It can be frightening.
Even worse, our many sins teato our thinking about how our Father looks at us.

There is another way to think of God as our Father. Yes, He creatdd bas

done so much more than thiabwever. God is our Father becaudssus is our
brother. The Son of God was sent by the Father to retieegreatures. Now
instead of just seeing the raw power of creatithe wrath we deserve for our
sins and offenses, a new way to see @ dur Father emerges. God is our loving
Father. He showed this in sendidis only-begotten Son. The power of Creation is
under the same Son wkaffered all punishment for us. This Father is our Father.
Because of Christe know Him to be a loving Father.

Let us pray. Dear Fatherin heaven, help us trust you as our loving Father who
gave usJesus to redeem us. Help us to calpon you during this Lenten season
with all boldness and confidence. Amen.



Thursday after Ash Wednesday

Jesus said to hinijl am the way, and the truth, and the life. No one comes to the
Father except through me. If you had known me, you would have known my Father
also. From now on you do know him and have seerolfiohn 14:67)

Christ Jesus is the Son of God. God is His Father. He is alsGodien the

mystery of the Trinity. These words were spokgrdesus to His disciples on the
first Maundy Thursday, the nigkthen He was betrayed. Here He gladly teaches
His disciples thavay to the Father.

Christ Jesus is the way. In fact, the whole Gospel of John lays out thih&idg
know or see the Father you need only look at the Son. Throu@othee have
such access to the Father. This is very important in our prayessaccess of
course came at a pricehe death of Jesus Christ, the Soofl. Jesus has made
it possible for you to come to the Father. He has nitgaessible to know the
Father. He has made it possible to see the Fatherislitesause knowing and
seeing Jesus is knowingdseeing the Father.

Throughout this devotiondlookwe are going to see examples of prayer foam
LordG Passion accounts. This is the first account, where our LordQessgsis
teaching the introduction of the LdedPrayer to the disciples. lHays plainly to
them:fiyou do know him and have seen hinfihis is a surstatement and promise
from our Lord. This fact can encourage you in yprayers. Jesus says the Father
is your Father. When you pray to the Fatliteg as certain as Jesus Christ says. He
has bled and died to give you accasd provides you His Word to encourage your
prayers. All while He Himselvas approaching His own crucifixion. Such is the
love of Jesus for you.

Let us pray. Dear Father in heaven, thank You for sending Your Son Jesus so
that we maynot only pray to You but also that we may know you. Amen.



OUR FATHER,
WHO FROM HEAV’N ABOVE
BIDS ALL OF US
TO LIVE IN LOVE
AS MEMBERS
OF ONE FAMILY
AND PRAY TO YOU
IN UNITY,
TEACH US
NO THOUGHTLESS
WORDS TO SAY
BUT FROM OUR INMOST
HEARTS TO PRAY.




Friday after Ash Wednesday
AOur Father in heaven, hallowed be your nabn@latthew 6:9

Jesus taught His disciples to pray the Geri@rayer. Since thepastors and parents
have used the Lodd Prayer to teach childremt only how to pray but what to
pray. Luthe& catechism hyman the Lords Prayer is a beautiful tool to teach
this; a stanza of thieymn is included each week.

Why do we pray? There are ultimately two reasons. First, God commatals us
pray. The Second Commandment (You shall not misuse the namelLafrthgour
God) commands prayer, or the right use of &athme. It is nadn option for the
Christian. It is commanded. It is a sacred thing that @dands and will punish
our lack of prayer. Let this then encourage youasd reveal your sins against
this Commandment.

The second reason why we pray is that our Father has promised to haasard
our prayers. Jesus Himself promises that what we ask will be gilienshould
encourage us to realize the great joy and pleasure it is toQuay.ather has put
His own reputation on the line by promising to hear amslver our prayers. His
Word is certain.

Our prayers take on a serious nature. They are both in responsedx@oohand
and promise. Our Father provides the motivation and words tdqréye
Christian. Our prayers shouldrbe thoughtless. They should be seriand
faithful. This does@ mean that we avoid repeating prayers like the ¢edpdayer.
In fact, when Jesus teaches the IGsférayer He commands it to berayed. Our
thoughtlessness is never the problem with the words but withezuts, which fall
to keep the Second Commandmenpiaperly believe theromise of God
concerning our prayers. Lgridave mercy upon us.

Let us pray. Dear Father, help us to pray as we ought, obeying Your Word and
trusting Your promise. Amen.



Saturday after Ash Wednesday

For you did not receive the spirit of slavery to fall back into fear, but you have
sons
himself bears witness with our spirit that we are children of God, and if children,
thenheirsd heirs of God and fellow heirs with Christ, provided we suffer with him

received the Spirit of adoption as

in order that we may also be glorified with hi(Romans 8:1617)

Scripture teaches that we are by nature born dead in our sitresipasses. Not
only deadbut enemies of God. It is only the work©frist that changes that. Here

St Paul teaches us why we can wathboldness and confidence call upon God our
Father as His dea&hildren. We have been adopted. We are children of God. The

Spirit Himselfbears witness to this in us.

When weOunpFatlkepp fve are saying that we
confessing that Christ Jesus has shed His own blood to atone for our sihatand
the Holy Spirit has given new life where there was only death. The Baikies us

heirs by giving us faith in dahbkinthest 0s

water of Holy Baptism. Baptism is our testimony of the Spirit thatre indeed

ar e

Wo

children and fell ow heirs thanishnegkltise st .

of the baptized life of the Christian.

The last part of this verse sheds some light on what our baptized lives will
encounter in this temporal existence. In this world we suffer. Just like Christ.
Baptism puts us i nto ChWherd He bagdne\iee ,
will go, too. This means that as He was no strangsufiering, especially in the
Passion accounts, we too will have to suffer in tifés But the promise is that we
are fellow heirs. Our suffering now servegtmnt us to glory that is coming. This
Is true for the baptized and the believlmath now and forever.

Let us pray. Dear Father, grant me confidence in my prayers as the Spirit has
made metrust in Your Son Jesus. Amen.
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First Sunday in Lent

Then Jesus was led up by the Spirit into the wilderness to be temptezl dsyil.

And after fasting forty days and forty nights, he was hungry.tBatempter came

and said to him, nlf ytheseswmegtoietomel|lGoes o f
of bread. 0 But he AiadamMawersdd, IAlntoti § i wrei tt
by every word that comes fromtimeo ut h o (MatGewdt:14 O

Godobs name is certainly hol ynHimselfi t sel f,
We may profane the name of God among us by curswgaring, using satanic

arts, lying, or deceiving by Hisname,bue cannot desecrate Go
itself, no matter how profareur words and deeds may be. For God is perfect, and

His perfection canndie sullied by sin.

Satan learned that lesson long ago in the wilderness. There he arratjantlyted

to tempt the very Son of Gumidgstoresima of ane
loaves of bread to satisfy His hunger, putting the LordGtd to the test by

throwing Himself down from the pinnacle of the temgled gaining all the

kingdoms of the world and their glory by falling down amorshiping Satan. But

Jesus would not be deceived or misled. He answeseld temptation with nothing

but the true and pure Word of Gddworda nd deed, Jesus kept

in order that He would go to the crassthe holy, perfect sacrificial offering for

the worl dobés sin.

l ndeed, Godds name is certainly noroly 1in
the sinful flesh can change that. Jesus proved it in His temptationwildeeness.

But by the Word of God, Godniosgmeraae@ may
When we follow the example of our Lord inteachinghndar ni ng Godds \
truth and purity and in living holy lives accorditmwhat is commanded in the
Scriptures, Godods n Hdalpaisto do this,elgat Fatheoih y a mo
heaven!

Letuspray.Pr ot ect wus from the devil s tempt e
or live contrary to Your Word, heavenly Father! Amen.



Monday of Lent 1

[ Jesus said,] dO@umyFadathleer liikehddaven,

n a ma(Mathew 6:9

Godos name iyetGddadeynotiwil fon His siaarie femain holy by
itself. He wills that His name be kept holy amonals®. Thus, the First Petition

h a

of the Lordoés Pr apreadofthessospel tp al hatians, asmve f o r

sing inthe secondstankzan Mar t i n Lut her 6s Lor dos

del uded souls convert.o

The conversion of poor deluded souls from sin, death, and hell to forgivkieegss,
and salvation does not happen by appealing to the desires of thihftasih
entertainment, needs, or reasonable teachings. It happertbronigh the true and

Pr ¢

pure Word of God, as St. Paul writes in Romans 1Gil3.o0 f ai t h comes |

hearing, and hearing throughtwe r d of Chr i st . O

This is why doctrine matters. The Gosfislthe power of God for salvation to

everyone who believégRomans 1:16). True and pure doctrine has the ptawer
forgive the most wretched sinner, to raise the dead, to give eternal satgation
souls trapped by the snares of the devil. It has the power to creatbetetsnand

renew right spirits in those who believe, hearts that delightihther d 6 s Law ar

seek to do His will. False and corrupted doctrine threatetisaallit misleads
sinners to trust in their own works to earn salvation; it kdads believers to
misunderstand and misuse tbew orevenabolish its uséor Christians.

Let us t herefore abide i n the livesut h

according to it. May God continue to send forth those who teacWHslid, so poor
deluded souls would be converted and be saved.

Let us pray. Father in heaven, bless the preaching of Your Word, that by its
truth and purity sinners would be converted and inherit eternal life. Amen.

and



YOUR NAME
BE HALLOWED.
HELP US, [ORD,
IN PURITY
TO KEEP YOUR WORD,
THAT TO THE GLORY

OF YOUR NAME

WE WALK BEFORE YOU

FREE FROM BLAME.
[ET NO FALSE TEACHING
US PERVERT;

ALL PR DELUDED
SOULS CONVERT.




Tuesdayof Lent 1§ St. Matthias, Apostle,February 24

And they put forward two, Joseph called Barsabbas, who was also dakéaks,

and Matthias. And they pr ayheteartssofcll, sai d
show which one of these two you have chosen to takgatte in this ministry and
apostleship from which Judas turned asidetdgo hi s own pl ace. 0
lots for them, and the lot fell on Matthicesnd he was numbered with the eleven
apostles(Acts 1:23 26)

ARGodbés name is kept holy wtuthandpuntg, Wor d
and we, as the children of God, also lead Higs according to d@(Small

Catechisml.ordG Prayer, First Petitonf,. her ef or e, to pray, fH
name, 0 i s to pray that Go ¢greaglwJedudChristo nt i n
and Him crucified.

Thanks be to God! He has heard and answered that prayer. He cotdtiraiss up
faithful men to preach His Word in its truth and purity. Thisremember today as
we remember and give thanks to God for Matthiasafiwestle chosen to replace
Judas Iscariot. By His grace alone God providedther to take the Office and
preach the Gospel. He continues to daoosthis very day by His grace as well.
Though pastors may take calls, retoedie, God raises up new pastors to take
their place in the ministryzor bythe Word of God that they preadfis name is
kept holy among us also. Osins are forgiven, our faith is strengthened, and we
are moved to live new arly lives according to it.

Therefore, we pray on this St. M™Matthias
name. 0 And whenever we may atcdlledmml t he L
ordained minister proclaim the forgiveness won by Jesus @birigs, God is

answering that prayer. May God preserve to us His trug@aredWord, and may

we, by the power of the Holy Spirit, also lead holy liaesording to it.

Let us pray. Help us to hear Your Word in faith and live holy lives of love as
You command,dear Father in heaven! Amen.



Wednesday of Lent 1

| will extol you, my God and King, and bless your name forever andEweny
day | will bless you and praise your name forever and ever. Gréag iIsORD,
and greatly to be praised, and his greatness is unsearch#sdalm 145:13)

God wills for His holy name to be used by His people. Haéasaled His name
through His prophets and apostles in order@hhtr i st i ans woul d Aca
nameo (1 Chr ofnsiicnge sprlabi:s8e)s athod hi s nameo

However, what God gives as good is soon corrupted by sinners. Theoh&od,

which is given for our use to call upon in times of trouble, to thaniknes of joy,

and to teach to all generations, is misused as a thougatidasnation in moments

of fear, anger, or surprise, or, all the wotsegpromote falsehood that glorifies men
rather than God. Itisaterriblei ol at i on difsna@etd gssitimvaih.t o f

l ndeed, the misuse of Goddéds nawmey i s so
certain Jews forbade its use altogether. However, good intentions siebuld

overrule what God Himself has instituted. God does not will for His riarhe

marked and avoided, as if one could preserve himself from sieftamning from
uttering those syl l abl ecammandtoprayandust as
call upon his name!

What then shall we do? We shallin pray as
heaven, hall owed be Thy name. tusde ask t
that, by His Word, we would use His name as He wills: to call itgarevery

trouble, to pray, praise, and give thanks. God earnestly désirnds name to be

used so, for Aeveryone whal ¢albles sawvetdlde
2:32).

Let us pray. Dear Father, we give thanks for Your holy name, which You have
given to usin Your Word. Grant that we would ever use Your Name as You
will, to Your glory. Amen.



Thursday of Lent 1

ATherefore say to the house offorlyaur ael |,
sake, O house of Israel, that | am about to act, but for the clak®/ holy name,

which you have profaned among the nations to wymehcame. And | will vindicate

the holiness of my great name, which bagn profaned among the nations, and
which you have profaned amotigem. And the nations will know that | am the
LORD, declares the Lor@G&OD, when through you | vindicate my holiness before

t hei r (Erckiat 36:2R23)

Prayer is an act of humility. To pray is to acknowledge your ioahility and thus

need for God to actbeWhédy wampoay heiidélk
confessing that we are incapablehaflowing it with our own reason or strength.

God 6 s nameholy im itselfebuttwa cammot keep it holy by ourselves. So,

we pray in thigetition that it would be kept holy among us also.

God is almighty, and so He has the power to keep His name holy amdig us.
God is also gracious and merciful, and so He is willing to keep His halye
among us as well. For the sake of His holy naBad was moved to abr his
people Israel, as He spoke through His prophet Ezekiel. He vinaeHie would
gather His people, that He would cleanse them from all timeleanness, and that
He would give them a new heart and a new spirit.

By the death and resurrection of His eblggotten Son Jesus, God has kkjst

vow. Through the Word and Sacraments, He gathers His people irBodieof

Christ, the Church, cleansing them and giving them a new heaspaitdAll this

He does not because we have earned it or deserved it, e feake of His holy
name. We pray that Godo decdNiserofeHisgraceal d b e
alone, He hallows it among us also.

Let us pray. Father, we confess that we cannot hallow Your name by our own
reason orstrength. For the sake of Your Son Jesus, hallow Your name among
us also.Amen.



Friday of Lent 1

ARnRemember the Sabbath day, t o kdmalp it
your work, but the seventh day is a Sabbath to the LORD your@oi you shall

not do any work, you, or your son, or your daughter, ymate servant, or your
female servant, or your livestock, or the sojourwio is within your gates. For in

six days the LORD made heaven and edtth,sea, and all that is in them, and
rested on the seventh day. Therefibre LORD blessed the Sabbath day and made

i t h(Bxoduys 20:811)

The hall owing of Godds name iWordi nsepar a
Only by gladly hearing anwhohweshonld ng God
call upon in every trouble, to whom we should pgise, and give thanks.

Therefore, Christians who want to grawtheir piety and devotion to the one true

God should not retreat to sorpevate, inward meditative exercise, but rather go to
church,tothe Divinéer vi ce, to hear preaching and

These are the means by which God strengthernn faith toward Him. Whewe
despise preaching and Goddés Word, it 1is
withers and decays and finally dies. But a faith that regularly hears the @bspel

Jesus Christ crucified and is often fed and nourished by the Body andddlood

Christ will be bold and confident to ask God the Father for all thifigsn having

been strengthened in faith toward God by His Word, wéike@ise strengthened

in love for one another. As the Commandments nioveo m Godo6s dame a
to love for the nei gh ntheliessftlis Chostiahs n a me
through teaching the true and pure Word of @od through living holy lives

according to that Word.

Woul d you have Godds name hall owégd in vy
neighbors whom God has given you: in your home, your congreggation,
communityas Godds Word instructs you.

Let us pray. Almighty God, by Your Word strengthen my faith toward You
and my love toward others, that Your name would be hallowed in my life.
Amen.



Saturday of Lent 1

[ Jesus said,] Al am praying f orthoseh e m.
whom you have given me, for they are yours. All mine are youryoams are

mine, and | am glorified in them. And | am no longer in the waild they are in

the world, and | am coming to you. Holy Father, keep timeyour name, which
you have given me, that they may be one, even asrwe ¢(Joha 17M11)

The Passion of our Lord JesusDurgri st ©br
Hol y Week, Je ssunygsoptrozbhede And whiasRadl ixsay?

OFat her, save me from {(Haiesombtothisiio®. But f
Fat her, gl ori fy -g8alorthiseasenplesgsiwascanceived: 2 7
by the Holy Spirit; for this reasodesus was born of the virgin Mary: to suffer and

die on the cross at the haappointed by the Father. By going to that hour humbly

and willingly, Jesuglorified the name of God. And so a voice from heaven

thundered inresponseo0 Jesusd prayer, Adlorilhie ve gl or
againo (John 12:28b).

By the Gospel of Jesus Christ crucifiege are kept in that same name. Tiname

Is graciously given to us in Holy Baptism, in which we are washed inahee of

the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. That name absslyes

pronouncing us forgiven of all our trespasses, through the mouths péstors.

By that name JesusoO prayer fboy his Chri
Christian and apostolic Church through faith in Christ Jesus.

In this Christian ChurclGod 6s name continues to be gl
Jesus Christ and Him crucified. Wherever this Gospel is taught in its truth and
purity, and the Sacraments administered
glorified, for there is no other name under heaven given among men bywshich

must be saved.

Let us pray. Father, glorify Your name in the preaching and teaching of Jesus
Christ crucified, for in Him alone we have life and salvation. Amen.
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Second &inday in Lent

AThen Jesus answered her , doffoorywouraayoy gr e
desire. o And her daw{Vatthem152i285 heal ed i n

Faith receives what is promised from God. Faith prays based onstiioge

promi ses of God. The Canalaesnstdhealhgro manos
daughter were based on what God had pronised for all people. Though she

was in no way worthy of such a gdt healing, not even being part of house of

Israel, nonetheless shetrusted d 6 s promi ses in Christ Je
faith. Her faith is greatot because of some quality or quantity, but because of its

object: Christ anavhat He came tbring.

Li kewi se, we pr ayo tirTuhsyt iKn gy gtdhoem pcroomei s e
given us concerning His kingdom, namely, His righteous reign over our hedrts

lives by faith. We in no way deserve or have merited that kingdoneveot by

our prayers. But it comes alodrheavendy s a me
Father gives us His Holy Spirit, so that by His grace we bekisdoly Word and

lead godly lives here in time and there in eten{§mall CatechisplLordds

Prayer,Second Petition Therefore, we can pray with the faith of the Canaanite

woman having thesame object of our faith, the same Christ who came for her and
comes for usWe look not to our strength to usher in the kingdom of God. By His
grace wdrust in the promises of His holy Word and by that same grace we live

godly lives of faith both now and forevermore.

Let us pray. O God, You see that of ourselvesve have no strength. By Your
mighty power defend us from all adversity that may happen to the body and
from all evil thoughts that may assault and hurt the soul; through Jesus Christ,
Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one
God, nowand forever.



Monday of Lent 2

And [ Jesus] sai d t®ay:hedkatiMdre nnalmedlul @owe
Your ki ngdlakelikdo me. 60

When wepray,we follow the example of our Lord Jesus Chnglien we pray the

L o r Braysrwe pray the very words thike has given us to pray. Included in

those words isthe petitidhThy ki ngdom come. 0 That i s
asHe Himself brought that very reign of God through His life, death, and
resurrection. Now the Church continues to pray that God would guard that

kingdom against those who would stand against it, namely the dewiptick and

even our own sinful nature.

Their goal i's the same, that is,dothey d
not want the Gospel to spread or godly living to advance. They also d@nbt

you to believe the Gospel or lead a godly life. They would rathed#dsgtair and

ungodly living would prosper. Even now we see it in the warld in our own

|l i ves. | t appears that t hGurcheufferd 6s ki ng
turmoil and defeat both inside and out.

Still the Church prays, AThy kiergdom co
vain appeal. It is the voice of faith, trusting in the promises Godjikeasa to us
concerning His kingdom. T hkngdprn,its&heall I I t's

not prevail against it. The Lord preserves His Church fooeage to the next.
Likewise, He gives to you, as He has promised, His 3plyit, the forgiveness of
sins, and life everlasting.

Let us pray. Heavenly Father, since you have given us your kingdom through
your Son,we pray that you would guard your kingdom against all the assaults
of the devil, the world, and our own sinful nature. Preserve your ChurchO
Lord, and grant to us your Holy Spirit and the gifts of the Gospel, that all the
more we may trust in your goodness, depend on your grace, and live lives
pleasingto you, through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns
with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and foreverAmen.



YOUR KINGDOM COME,
GUARD YOUR DOMAIN
AND YOUR ETERNAL
RIGHTEOUS REIGN.
THE HOLY GHOST
ENRICH OUR DAY
WITH GIFTS ATTENDANT

ON OUR WAY.
BREAK SATAN'S POW'R,
DEFEAT HIS RAGE;
PRESERVE YOUR CHURCH
FROM AGE TO AGE.




Tuesday of Lent 2

Jesus answered, AMy Kkingdom iofthisworld, of t
my servants would have been fightitigat | might not belelivered over to the Jews.

But my kingdom i s Pnidtatoef stahiids two rhlidn,d AT
Jesus an s saythatel dm a kingY Bouthis purpose | was born and for this
purpose | have comiato the worldd to bear witness to the truth. Everyone who is
ofthetruth i st ens t(Jwhnm836370i ce. 0

The kingdoms of this world must always fight to stay in power.| at e 6s Ro0 me
could only remain powerful, and Caesar could aelypainEmperor by being

more powerful than their enemies. In thviay, every kingdom of this world is

won, ruled, and continugtirough violence and power. In this way also, every

kingdom of this worldhat has risen tpowerhas or will fall. There will always be

another, mor@owerful king and kingdom to come.

Jesusd kingdom is different and He i s a
kingdom by violence but by suffering violence. He wins His kingdom by being

delivered over to the Jews and to Pilate, by being delivered to the cross ford

there, by His death and resurrectible indeed won the victory, fd#e opened the

kingdom of heaven to all who believe. And such a kinggammot fall, cannot be
overthrown by force or violence. And so, we pray tha kingdom may come to

us as the Father gives us the Holy Spirit, thabeleve the testimony of the truth

from Jesus and the apostolic witness, tad as we believe so we live, both now

and forevermore.

Let us pray. Lord God, the kingdoms of this world rise and fall, but You have
promisedthat your kingdom is not of this world and that it is eternal. Keep us
dear Lord, in that kingdom by your grace, that we may all the more believe the
truth of your Holy Word, be strengthened in our faith, and love and serveour
neighbor, for you live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, oneGod,
now and forever.Amen.



Wednesday of Lent 2

The Lord will rescue me from every evil deed and bring me safelisiteeavenly
kingdom. To him be the glory forever and ever. Ar(eiimothy 4:18

Paul wrote to Timothy in the midst of personal struggle and cortflectvas

abandoned and harmed even by those he thought wstauid beside him. Yet Paul

trusts in the Lord and rightly confesdbat trust when he says that the Lord would

deliver him from evengvil and would preserve him. The evil deeds to which Paul
refersarethose hi ngs t hat would seek to take a\
desire is thahe would remain faithful unto death, always trusting in the

righteousnesthat Christ bring.

So too for us. When we are assaulted by the evils of this world that seekdo
rob us of our faith in Christ, we pray Thy ki n god oam megdygyer
more faith in the face of evil assaults and diabolic deeds.aar&od gives us His
Holy Spirit so that by His grace we believe His wadti@, preserves us both here in
time and forevermore in eternity. Evas God reigns in our hearts by faith do we
also eagerly yearn for theavenly kingdom to come.

When we pray, ARG hwe kp may ofmonove \seapta . Her e
that webe kept in the one true faith, in the kingdom of God. We also pray that we
would be kept in that faith unto life everlasting, where the evils of this walild

be no more, and we shall be with the Lord and see Him face to fac&dthis

faithful to both promises, that by grace He would rule in our heassby faith

and that He will bring us to His heavenly kingdom whereshal live godly lives

with Him forever.

Let us pray. Heavenly Father, as you have so graciously promised to rescue and
preserveus from all evil, so we pray that your kingdom would come to us now
and that you would safely bring us to that heavenly kingdom where you live
and reign with the Son and Holy Spirit, one God, now and foreverAmen.



Thursday of Lent 2

For the kingdom of God is not a matter of eating and drinking brigbfeousness
and peace and joy in the Holy Spi{flRomans 14:1)/

For what do we pray whenwe ptdiyT hy ki ngdom cnamydaBe® Ther
ways of seeing or wanting that kingdom. Matters of eamddrinking can be

extended to all sorts of issues, goals, and priotitiasdistract us from the true

meaning of the kingdom of God. Whattters is not what we think or feel is right,

nor our preferences or our ideaMdl. those things pass away. But the kingdom

remains, and it is ours. It &srighteousness and peace and joy in the Holy Spirit.
Thatistosay,the ssence of Godo&s sktiodnsg droing hitse ohuasvni
covers all ousins, having the peace that comes from sins forgiven, and having the

true joyof knowing that we are justified and saved on account of the work of

Christ.

That i s Gododéds kingdom, and it | swewhat I
would pray for it or ngtthe kingdom of God, the righteousness of Chissa

reality, and is the only reality that will stand at the last. But we thratyit may be

ours, that this kingdom might come to us. AwGod givesus His Holy Spirit, so

that we believe the Gospel, that the righteousak&hrist becomes our

righteousness, that the peace and joy that comestifi@ospel might be applied

to us and that we might live, by His graaa,that righteousness, peace, and joy all

our days.

Let us pray. God our heavenly Father, who in love sent your onlpegotten Son
to be our righteousness, peace, and joy, grant that by your grace we may be
strengthened in this hope all our days. May your kingdom come to uand
expand to the ends of the world, that we and all may believe the gondws that
the righteousness of your Son covers all our sins, and that weuld have the
peace and joy that surpasses all understanding. Throughesus Christ, Your
Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holgpirit, one God, now
and forever. Amen.



Friday of Lent 2

[Jesus said,]ilnstead, seek his kingdom, and these things will be added to you.
Gearnot,l ittl e fl ock, for It I's your Fat
kingdom (Luke 12:3132)

The kingdom of he awmeurheart§ camnésdos asagifgjoh o f f
Godbs grace. Il n that wtasyotgivento s byrort e ar n
works or merits, but out of the goptkasure of God the Father, through the Holy
Spirit, and for the sakef His Son Jesus Christ. It is ours and we can know it is.

Why then do we fear? Why do we fear what the kingdoms of this worldacé&m

us? Why do we worry about what we will eat or what we willgn Why do we

let the temporary wants or the needs of this earthlplfee r shadow Godods
kingdom? Your Father knows what you need bejane even ask, and He bids you

to ask in faith.

What you need in life is more than food and clothing. You need the kingblom

God to come to you also. To seek His kingdom then is to pray t@histo you,

that the Father giweyou His Holy Spirit that by His grace you beliedes word

and lead godly lives. That is what you, in faith, desire, andgtvalhat is the

Fat herdés good pleasure to give to you.

Let us pray. Dear Lord, our Good Shepherd, as you bid your flock not to fear
but to trust in the good pleasure of the heavenly Father in giving to us the
kingdom, sowe pray that His kingdom would come among us through the
preaching of your Word and the giving of your Sacraments. May we continue
to seek thatkingdom in faith, trusting in your grace, and giving thanks for your
mercieswhich are new every morning, for you live and reign with the Father
and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.Amen.



Saturday of Lent 2

Then the seventh angel blew his trumpet, and there were loud woloesven,
saying, AThe kingdom of toffoer Lordoandlothish as k
Christ, and he shallRevelntenlg:ip f or ever

For now, the kingdom of heaven remains hidddns kingdom exists and grows
underthe cross and in lowly ways. By appearanceshe kingdoms of thigorld
seem more powerful. The Churstffers;the world rejoices.

And yet, what we know by faith now will one day be made known to all L'6ne

Is faithful to His promise both here in time and there in eteriftyen we pray,

AThy ki ngodoim ciosmeerfordsedetalruleain ophreaty now in the
righteousness that comes by faith. Butitisalsoapfayer Chr i st 6s Sec
Coming. As He has promised to come again, and asoness our faith in the
promise in the Creed: juttye bowh thalivihg amdo me a g
the dead, 0 even so we pray for Him to c

We pray that, even as He comes now and rescues us from our sins theough
Gospel, so too that He would rescue us from this wicked worldoiaiethat the
kingdom of the world might become His kingdom and thatight be forever.
This is what He has promised. Even now He continusgémgthen us in our faith
here in time as we look for the resurrection ofdead and the life of the world to
come.

Let us pray. Eternal God, merciful Father, You have appointed Your Son as
Judge of theliving and the dead. Enable us to wait for the day of His return
with our eyes fixed on the kingdom prepared for Your own from the foundation
of the world; through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You
and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever Amen.
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Jesus falls to the ground under the weight of the cross. This image illustrates the

petitoni Thy Wi | | be done on Earth as i1t 1| s

The artist of this engraving the Monogrammist HA. The image is from a 1545
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Third Sunday in Lent

Some of them said, fiHe cast sdeomwotn sd, eomonhsi
others, to test him, kept seeking from him a sign fieaven. But he, knowing their

t hought s, sai d t odividetd ageinst itselEig laid wastk and g d o m
divided household falls. And $atan also is divided against himself, how will his
kingdom stand? Foyou say that | cast out demons by Beelzebul. And if | cast out
demondy Beelzebul, by whom do your sons cast them out? Therefore they will be
your judges. Buif it is by the finger of God that | cast out demons, therkingdom

of God has come upon you. Whoever is not with me is agadnstnd whoever does

not gather with mescattersd Luke 11:5i 20, 23

There is perhaps no time more profound in the Christian yeaaoé in which to
meditate on the clearly revealed will of God tllae@ season of Lent. During this
long, holy season, the church talgsecial care to contemplate the depths of her
sinfulness and thenfathomable lengths ahChrist went to in becoming sin for us
and takingour place under the righteous wrath of God so that we might live in
perfectrighteousness, innocence, and blessedness under Him in His kingdom
forever.This is the good and gracious will of God.

The will of God necessitates the destruction of all other wills whicl@resed to
it, as is seen in part in the reading above wherein Jesus is foaltshiged of
casting out a demon according to the will of Beelzebul. Heldskaccusers how
this can be since the will of God, not Beelzebul, idastroy all demons. What
Jesus does is the finger of God at work accortbridis good will. Whoever is
opposed to this, as some of them were in thearts, is opposed to the will of God
to save mankind from their sin.

Let us pray. Dear Father in Heaven, we thank and praise You that it is Your
good andgracious will to break and hinder the evil plan and purpose of the
devil, the world, and our sinful flesh. Grant that we be kept steadfast and
believing until You send Your Son to judge the living and the dead. Amen.



Monday of Lent 3

AYour kingdom come, your wi |[(Matthew6:1do n e ,
The fourth stanza of Martin [Putalyer s fica
Fat her, Who from He av eand céntfodingy redderedin mo r €
The Lutheran HymndK58). Therethe end of the first line prays that God,

NnObedi ence iwoeouwrndwepalt ieemdce i n all gri
drawn here between thieeology of glory and the theology of the cross. The
theology of gloryteachast s f ol | ower s, in part, to t

lives through perceivellessings of material wealth, physical health¢cathed

inner peace, and variety of earthly means. The biblical theology of the cross,

however, teachdbat, regardless of thecaresand r r i es of t hi s | i f
Passionanddeatha | | of the prYemi e sanadf ARak nd roe |
the crossthave know Godos will for our 1ives
everlasting.

We | earn through t he t handalergnmnderhthe on of
fourth stanza of AOur Father, foMuo fr om
|l ives in this world isndét al wdopsar.f or r a
Extraordinary patience from the Lord Himself is required in tiofegrief, want,

and plenty. The devil, the world, and our sinful flesh dowemt the Word of the

Lord to have free course, so we pray that the will of @®done among us that

this may be so.

Let us pray. Dear Father in Heaven, throughout our days of pilgrimage in this
life, grant us patience and peace through Your Word, and keep us in the true
faith until we die. Amen.



YOUR GRACIOUS WILL
ON EARTH BE DONE
AS IT IS DONE
BEFORE YOUR THRONE,
THAT PATIENTLY
WE MAY OBEY
THROUGHOUT OUR LIVES

ALL THAT YOU SAY.
CURB FLESH AND BLM@®D
AND EVERY ILL
‘THAT SETS ITSELF
AGAINST YOUR WILL.




Tuesday of Lent 3

And he came out and went, as was his custom, to the Mount of Olivetheand
disciples followed him. And when he came to the place, he said toitHetm,ay t h at
you may not enter into tempabactutona 0s tAmi
throw, and knelt down a natewllingangneodethiss ayi r
cup from me. Nevertheless, not my will, butydore, done. 0 And t her
him an angel from heaven, strengthenimg. (Luke 22:3943)

I n all its parts, the Lor doGhriskansalyeer i s
iNnJesusd prayer on t he Wwkseerhe thidpetiton i ves |
prayed in the extreme. Christ, the LaofliGod, Who is bearing the sins of the

world in His body tothealtawsf Hi s c¢cr os s, prays for the
despitethe immens@ ai n and suffering thatos awai:
will of the Christ and the will of the Father are not at oddksspite what some

teachers sayhe perfect Son of God does not sin in praying Bah Father and

Sondesire the salvatioof mankind. Jesus is true God and true man. He knows He

will feel the piercing, the stripes, the blows, and the nails. No sane human hates his
bodyso much that he longs for pain and suffering.

What Christ does here in Gethsemane is what He does throughaatrttiy

ministry, keeps the Law perfectly for us. He beautifully showsonbt that His

perfect love for us, His neighbor, is greater than His lovélisrown body, but

al so that Hi s fear, | ®ygreaiertamHisldvefarBlis 1 n
own body. This is credited to us by faith aa@ great comfort and peace for us
sinners who donotoftrelFatheryiosbedbees i re t he wi |

Let us pray. Dear Father, we thank You that in Your divine goodness and
mercy, You haveseen fit to give us the gift of faithand through it, forgiveness,
life, and salvation. Grant that we be kept from all that despissYour goodness
and mercy. Amen.



Wednesday of Lent 3

Do not be conformed to this world, but be transformed by the rerdéwalr mind,
that by testing you may discern what is the will of God, whgbod and acceptable
and perfectd (Romans 12:p

The will of the world is contrary to the will of God. God teachesdlaarly many
places in His Holy Word, such a<orinthians wheréhe wisdom and power of
God for the salvation of mankind azentrasted with the wisdom and power of the
world. To the worldwhich includes our fallen reason, the cross is foolish
weakness, not the powand glory of God.

It i s Godds good and gracious wel |l t hat
proclamation of the Law and Gospel so that we love what God lovdsatamavhat

God hates. Thankfully, He Jwhatesgood,t | eave
acceptable, and perfect in His eyes or what His willpsaisebe to God! His will

Is revealed in His Word. His will is that we love Him ab@lethings and our

neighbors as ourselves. This we fail to do, so God, odiofatherly, divine

goodness provides a Savior t&dgaour place under tHeaw and keep it for our

sake.

The resulting pattern of the Christian life is one of confession and forgiveness
created and sustained by rightly distinguishing the Law and the Gogpeligh
this, the dull mind of the Christian is sharpened and renewed. Itgsaat mystery
how these things can be. God does not remain silent, andf¢t cannot be
broken. In this way, the testing and discerning which dé&ead to confusion and
anger are undertaken in joy and freedom becaussabtation is in no way tied to
them.

Let us pray. Dear Father in Heaven, grant that Your Word renewsour minds
so that welove what is good, acceptable, and perfect according to Your holy
will, and hate all that is contrary to it. Amen.



Thursday of Lent 3

First of all, then, | urge that supplications, prayers, intercessionstlanksgivings
be made for all people, for kings and all who are in hpgkitions, that we may lead
a peaceful and quiet life, godly and dignifiedevery way. This is good, and it is
pleasing in the sight of God our Saviarho desires all people to be saved and to
come to the knowledge of ttrath. (1 Timothy 2:14)

In this beautifully comforting passage, the good and gracious will ofi$5od

revealed for all the world: God desires all to be saved and comekndivedge

of the truth. During Lent, what God requires for His will todmeomplished comes

into sharp focus. There must be perfection and blGadl. is holy and holiness

cannot dwell with imperfection. For us to dwell widm forever, we must be

perfect as He is perfect. Because of the wiaksdase of sin, this is impossible for

us. So, 0 whaottimehath comelGodkentroethsHis Son, born of

woman, born under the law, to redeem theke were under the law, so that we

mi ght receive (Gaatgnddis)6br ast ésnpeonfectio
keeping of tbe Hasy wasabit, but for our
perfectionarecreditetdo us t hrough faith. Now holy
future waitingfor us in the heavenly kingdom with the Holy Trinity.

The salvation of mankind also requires the shedding of blood. The wr@ibdof

against sin must be poured out. It is for this purpose that Christlisuthie of

God, pure and holy, who takes away the sin of the world. Iip&ision and death,

Christ drinks the cup of wrath that was ours to drink, ldadlirinks it dry. Now,

the fruit of His sacrifice is given at our altar through Bisne blood. We have

peace with God which surpasses understandingoftlysthrough the proclamation

of this truth and trugh these wordsthatmans saved. This i s Go
gracious will.

Let us pray. Dear Heavenly Father, thank You for sending Jesus to take our
place underthe law and receive the punishment for our sins. Grant that Your
Word, which proclaims this Gospel, not be taken from us. Amen.



Friday of Lent 3

Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Chrisgjavbao
himself for our sins to deliver us from the present evil age, accotditige will of
our God and Father, to whom be the glory forever and eveien(Galatians 1:3
5)

The will of the Father that wethétewe t ur ne
dwell with Him forever also means that we are to be delivered tinspresent

evil age. In this, God teaches two things: First, that this wordti®ur home and

IS not where our true treasure and inheritdiece  Wesd@oureers here who refuse

to assimilate andonformto the world.

Secondly, it teaches us that this present age is evil. The age Godapbassgh

the Apostle are last days we live in even now since the ascesfsimist. It is a

great temptation to be anitheydecditfulmgssoiit he ¢
riche® (Galatians 4:4), and consider this world to still be very goasl God

declared it prior to sin. To succumb to this temptation woulib laksbelieve the

Word of God. No, it is as St. Paul says above and as thetlrsta of the 12th
century hymn, AThe WoriiThkworldis ey evil, THev i | , 0O
times are waxing late; Be sober and keep vigil, Jindge is at the gate; The Judge

that comes in mercy, The Judge that comigés might, To terminate the evil, To

diadem the right

In the world to come, we will see clearly that the Lord was not holding dracis,
but had provided the very best, most precious life for us throudbriigeness of
our sins and in no other way.

Let us pray. Dear Father in heaven, protect us from the great shame and vice
of false belief and despair, and grant that our hope and trust be in the
deliverancewon for us by the allavailing sacrifice of Your Son on the cross.
Amen.



Saturday of Lent 3

For this is the will of God, your sanctification: that you abstain from sexual
immorality; that each one of you know how to control his own body in hoklmess
honor, not in the passion of lust like the Gentiles who do not knowtfaid)o one
transgress and wrong his brother in this matter, because theis@d avenger in

all these things, as we told you beforehand and solewanlged you. For God has
not called us for impurity, but in holiness. Therefavboever disregards this,
disregards not man b@od, who gives his Holypirit to you (1 Thessalonians 4i3

8)

Many Christians spend many hours pining over very spetiect ai | s about
wi || for their | i viehisHohhdord. AG thawelkrmwns n 6t p
hymn says, theiMiees iy freftipgeverdtrifles and in gettifidnings

thathaven o s ol i dSByBd@Qundédad ahza 3). This cert e
for His children. There is freedom in decisions such as whether to buy a certain

house or not, which college to attend, or which pair of pants to weaoutse,

there is ample direction in the Bible for how Christians are totloe® neighbors

as themselves. Therebs efDdiesindhebmblle gui da
Catechismwhich provides points of meditation fpastors, laity, husbands, wives,
children, employees, employers, and neaxlgry vocation imaginable.

Goddos word clearly reveal s whaeighbbrs vi rt
With this, mankind is given more than enough for a lifetimprajer, repentance,

struggle, and encouragement without having to delvetise things which are

not reveal ed. I t 1 s woaks ldoged 0 heepleakingrtay g a me
God, but God is already pleased with us throfaggh in His Son. Christ is not only

our justification and righteousness, Halso our sanctification. In Him, our

consciences are freed $trive towards #fe in this world lived in service towards

those who need our mer@s outhope is in the life of the world to come through

the mercy shown towards us.

Let us pray. Dear Heavenly Father, grant us peace through the forgiveness of
oursinsand remind us of the freedom we hav
commanded. Amen.
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Fourth Sunday in Lent

Then those men, when they had se¢ta t he
Prophet who is to come into t hteatthegr | d.
were about to come and take Him by force to make Him kingeplated again to

the mountain by Himself alon@ohn 6:14 15, NKJV)

The fourth petition reminds us that our Triune God is the Giver gioald gifts.

Our God makes and gives all that is necessary for hiifean all people, both to

the righteous and to the unrighteoiso d ay 6 s Gos p el reading i
Chri st ds t viorddoes halimitate the ndracte worked through Moses;

He transcendelfloses. While manna fell from the sky and needed to be baked, our
Lord Jesusnultiplied loaves and fish to feed thousands of men, women, and
children.While the manna st&rand bred maggots after only one day, the

fragmentsof loaves were gathered and kept in twelve baskets. Jesus is the Prophet
promised in Deuteronomy 18:15, speaking divine words among His brethren!

The people recognized the gifts Christ freely gives. They, like us, toofottesed

on the gift rather than the Giver. They wanted to make Jesus hykiogce. They

valued Christ for the temporal gifts which He gave. But th&y no real
understanding of Christds meansdor@hriss si on.
to be King.

Christ is no bread king. While He provides for our physical needs, Hermatme
just to feed the body, but to save both body and soul through Hisatehth
resurrection. He spoke of Himself as true Food and Drink, as LBfiegd, which
we consume by faith through His Holy Word, which is begirit and life. The
people Moses fed with manna died; but he who eats GQiyristith shall live
forever.

Let us pray. Lord Jesus Christ, we thank and praise You for providing our
daily bread, justas You did for the five thousand. We ask that You would keep
us from anobsession with earthly things, which pass away. Give asinger and
thirst for You, the Living Bread of Heaven, and for Your Word, which is Spirit
and life. Amen.



Monday of Lent 4
AGive us this day our daily bread(Matthew 6:1)

We do not realize how precarious our lives are. The devil desidestroy us

through war, hardship, plague, and pestilefite devil desires to burn our homes

and destroy our food, sohat t here 1 sndé6t even a c¢r umb
corruptour hearts through the Anthyetnodrance of
prayers are heard. God gives us daily bread. He givelstidng. He feeds us. He

gives us peace, not only spiritual peace,dbs political peace.

Our God does all this for a number of reasons. First, Our God does tbistioait

same gratuitous goodness which secured our redemption. S€amhblesses us

with physical gifts so that we might be open to spiritagkteries. The Israelites

could not beli eve Moppressign (Excelus &:9).sPaul of Pha
urges us to pray for the government so thatmght dwell in peace and godliness

(1 Timothy 2). Finally, Christ Jesus, tReince of Peace, was born during the reign

of Caesar Augustus, whisheredn a time of peace and prosperity in the Empire,

so that Chr i betsgreadtGalsgians. mi g ht

We are men, both body and soul. Carnal peace is necessary for thetGbsgpel
spread. We require the necessities of this mortal life, so that we Ineitjet see

the things of the world to come. Both fasting and feastiagngsortant. The one
reminds us that we do not live by bread alone. The o#meinds us that all good
gifts come from God, and that our feasting fer@shadowing of the wedding feast
of the Lamb. May God teach us to realiat He is the Giver of all good things, so
that we may rejae in these giftsvith thanksgiving.

Let us pray. Heavenly Father, at Your right hand are pleasures forevermore.
We thank You for our daily bread, and we ask that You, through carnal peace,
would spread that peace which surpasses all understanding. Amen.



GUVE US THIS DAY
OUR DAILY BREAD,
AND LET US ALL
BE CLOTHED AND FED.
SAVE US FROM HARDSHIP,
WAR, AND STRIFE;

TN PLAGUE AND FAMINE,
SPARE OUR LIFE,

4% THAT WE IN HONEST PEACE

43 MAY LIVE TO CARE
AND GREED

NO ENTRANCE GIVE.




Tuesday of Lent 4

AnAfter this, Jesus, knowing t h@&ctiptuel I t h
mi ght be ful fi (Jdhel®:28NKI4) d, Al thirst! o

The last suffering and indignity which our Lord Jesus endured waspimatial,

but physical. After Chr i sdowhtatdedeggsaf f e d
there remained one more prophecy to ful@fucifixion is not an easy death. The

blood loss from whipping anithe strain on His heart and lungs would have taxed

the body. This physicabrment is less than the spiritual torture which our Lord
endured. Because tfis physical and spiritual pain, Christ, in His state of

humiliation, thirstedHis parched body craved water. But the lack of daily bread

was not the onlyeason for Christ to cry out.

The last prophecy concerning the crucifixion to be fulfilled was Psalm 69:21.:

ARnThey also gave me gall for my food, an
drink. o0 The Gospels speak of sodlhrs wi ne,
was cheap wine from faulty storage. Vinegar or bad wine was mixedvaitr

and other herbs. This sour wine was popular among Romans saldievsas a

standard ration.

This was the sour wine which | afat passe
sponge, dipped it into the vinegar, attached it to a reed of hyssop, anidupeid
the mouth of the Savior. Threfeeshmentybut wi ne

it was cruel to offer our thirsty Lord such a drink. Luke aksoords that the
soldiers mocked Him as they offered the sour wiie Son of God patiently
endured all the indignities, all the cruelties twate heaped upon Him. Enduring
His physical thirst, Christ now gives ktis people living water, which becomes a
fountain of watespringing up inteeverlasting life (John 4).

Let us pray. Lord Jesus, You thirsted for usto fulfill the Scriptures. Give us
living water through Your Word and Sacraments. Let us profitably read Your
Passion, so that we might know how this living water was won for us. Amen.



Wednesday of Lent 4

And Jesus said to hi m, AfFoxes hthesSen hol e
of Man has nowh ed Matthew8:20ay Hi s head. o

The foxes have dens, where they may rest in safety. The birdaéstee most of
them resorting to the same tree night after righshelter. Animals in this way
reflect humans. We want to hav@ermanent structure, for protection and warmth.
This is part of oudaily bread. For without shelter, who would survive the bitter
cold of winterAWithout a house, how much more difficult would it be to raise a
family?

The Son of Man, Jesus, in His state of humiliation, does not have a Herse.

burdened with poverty and homelessness. This homelessness lHgistd

throughout His life and even beyond it. He was driven from BethleHemvas

almost murdered by His fellow Nazarenes. Christ is even buriadborrowed

grave. That is the level to which our Lord deigns to stooptltéelMaker of all,

goes without so that we might become ridlere, Jesus reminds the scribe and us

the cost of discipleship. The scribeldly confessed that he will go wherever Jesus

will go. Jesus soberly told thean that, just as the Master is hated by the devil and

the world, so too arlis servants. Under certain circumstances poverty, privations,
persecutionsnay, by Godobés permission, be the |

Christians may, on account of their confession of Christ, be obliged to gtheiup
daily bread. They may even have to give up their lives. But a crownfadling
glory awaits those who are faithful unto death. If we suffer here@¥itirst, we
shall also be glorified with Him.

Let us pray. Lord Jesus, the animals have dens and the birds have nests, but

You had nowhere to lay Your head. You suffered homelessness here, so that
Youmi ght prepare a place for us there in
praise You for our home, for our warm hearth. We ask You, Lord Jesus, to

defend this habitation from all harm. If, by Your gracious will, we lose this

home through persecution or disaster, we ask that You would give us a new

home wherein to dwell. Amen.



Thursday of Lent 4

Jesus answer ed, AYou could havebeem pow
given you from above. Therefore the one who delivered Me to yahéengseater
s i rfJohm 19:11 NKJV)

Thomas Paine said, AGover nmmemds s @&rvye ne v in
He was wrong. While sin made civil governmartessary (Genesis 96,

government is not evil. In fact, ArtictEs of the Augsburg Confession says that

civil ordinances are googdorks of God and that Christians can and should serve in

civil offices.| n f act, we pray for good gover nme
ourdailybr ead. 06 Why do we pray for this? Lo
government isiot good or norexistent.Think of the pain, hardship, and death

caused byivil war, brigandage, and corruption. Our government is not perfect, but

look at the wealth and commerce whtcurdespite its imperfections!

Once again, we see Jesus bereft of His daily bread. Pontius Pilate, thegirefect
Judea, was a coward. He did not maintain justice and punish wickeBereasise
of the mob, He publicly executed the only Innocent Man on eadhreleased a
murderer. While others bear greater sin than Pilate, his harésnot clean,
despite his ablutions.

Pilatebébs cowardice and the chieGodpri est
brings forth good from evil, without diminishing the evil nor sullying ¢foed.
Pharaoho6és oppression | ed to Rihleatdeeds ver

failure led to the greatest good which the world has ever seemdbeciliation of
God with man.

Let us pray. Lord Jesus Christ, You suffered at the hands a cowardly and
unjust government. We pray that You would give us better rulers than Pilate.
We pray that You would bless and defend the President an@ongress of these
United States. We ask that You would endow our own governments with
discernment, so that they might promote justice and restrain wickednes®Ve
ask this so that we may lead quiet and peaceable livesd that Your Gospel
might be spread throughout the world. Amen.



Friday of Lent 4

And He was handed the book of the prophet Isaiah. And when Hapkadd the
book, He found t he pl ac elosedire boek, and gavea s
it back to the attendant and sat down. Anddhes of all who were in the synagogue
were fixed on Him(Luke 4:17, 20NKJV)

Up until now, we have meditated upon the lack which our lsoftered in regard
to daily bread. However, it behooves us tolse® God the Father provided daily
bread to Jesus in His time lefimiliation so that He might accomplish our
salvation.

We take literacy for granted. But scholars suggest that ancient literacyverels
about 1015 percent, and much lower in rural areas. So, howdbell Jesus

W

read? Christ wasnot Jjust Itietlelrsatues boeucra u

human nature actually learnégdlh r i s t &wlatigevemaireed quiescent to
the extent that His redemptive office madeh quiescence necessary.

How did Christ | earn? His family wasnot

normal rabbi studies (John 7:15). The Scriptures are silent on the teqiuirdal
we know that Mary and Joseph provided this education for Jesus.

Whether they scrimpedandsavegp ay a t ut or @nesttwhet her
relatives taught Jesus, we do not know. Whatever the caseatded to read the
Scriptures, which was necessary for His prophetic of@iteist preached with
authority because He is God. But He learned His lettersljedhe rest of us.
Education is daily bread. It gives us the tools to survive atittitee in this world.

But more importantly, education gives us the means totrea8acred Scriptures,

by which we are made wismto salvation.

Let us pray. Lord Jesus Christ, You grew in knowledge, wisdom, and favor.
Bless thosavho teach, especially those who teach us the Sacred Scriptures. Give
our sons the ability to read Holy Writ, so that one day they may be calleidto
Your service as pastors or as breadwinners for their families. Make our
daughters wise, so that they might be good wives to their husbands. Abaalé
teach us contrition and faith through Your Word. Amen.

\Y



Saturday of Lent 4

And certain women who had been healed of evil spirits and infirditiéary called
Magdalene, out of whom had come seven demons, and Jtenndfe of Chuza,
Heroddés steward, and Spravided foHim fram gheirma n y
substanced Luke 8:423

We have heard how our Lord Christ was bereft of daily bdegishg His

humi |l i ation. From Hi saRassiorntstory.dosatisfCHis i st 6
hunger, He ate. To quench Himsrst, He drank. When He was weary, He slept. He

was plaguedvith poverty. He was troubled by sorrow and abused with insults.
WhileChri st 6s | ife was one of grief and p
during the last two days of His life, when He undertook His grassion.

But Christ wasno6t wholly bereft of c¢omf
humiliation. While He dwelt in great poverty, our Heavenly Father provided Jesus

with daily bread through the ministrations of women. Mary Magdalene, Joanna,

and Susanna were among the names immortalized in Sacred Sciipsure.by

the power of His Gospel, graciously and gratuitously castiemions and healed
sicknesses. While these women could never repay Cinestshowed their love

and thankso Him by supporting Him as He preachaad taught. Not only that,

but many of the Greek manuscripts point toft that the women ministered not

only to Jesus, but also to the disciples.

Those who preach the Gospel ought to live from the Gospel. Christ redamed
bread from faithful members of the church. The disciples, future preaatnrs
teachers, were supported in the same way. When we financially sopport
pastors, who come to preach His Gospel, we are serving Christ Himself.

Let us pray. Heavenly Father, You supported Your dear Son through the loving
ministrations of faithful women. We beseech You, give us cheerful hearts to

support the preaching of the Gospel and the faithful administration of the
Sacramentswith our prayers and with our money. Help us to love those
preachers whomYou have sent i n Your Sonb6s nar
them as we wouldserve Christ. Amen.
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Fifth Sunday in Lent

Then the Jews answered and saYodar¢a Hi m
Samaritan and have a de mo meenon] s oeor ans w
My Father, and you dishonor Me. And | do not ddglown glory; there is One who

seeks and judges. Most assuredly, | saydo, if anyone keeps My word he shall
never s dlohng4358% NKIW

Sin is our primary problem. All that we suffer at the hands of the wibiddevil,
and our sinful flesh is because of sin. Death is the wages of sin. Yet, Jesus
promises us that if we cling to H8ord, we will never see death. Why? Because
His Word of forgiveness cleanses of the source of deaithour sin.

Each and every day it is important for us to acknowledge our sin as we do in the
Fifth Petition, so that we may receive the forgiveness that Christ promises us.
Cyprian beautifully summarizes how important it is for us to confess oansin

l ive 1 n this Word of promi s eexpedientity: A HO
is for us to be reminded that we are sinners and must ask gardmum sins. And
whil e we ask for Godos dwarengssof thasesnsl, our

Lest anyone become comapknt and suffer the fatd flattering himself, he is
instructed and reminded that he sins daily, whéeas ordered to ask pardon for his
sinso

Thus,John advises us in hepistle Alf we say that we have no sin, weceive

ourselves, and the truth is not in us. If we acknowledgainsythe Lord is

faithful and just to forgive us our sidn his epistlehere is a twedold

connection. We must ask pardon for our sins@btdin forgiveness when we ask

pardon. Moreover, he said that the Ladaithful in pardoning sins and loyal to

his promise, for he who taughs to ask forgiveness for our trespasses and sins

promised paternalmereyn d subsequent pardono (Treat
221 23).

Let us pray. Dear Jesus, help us to cling to Your Word of forgiveness that we
might never see death. Amen.



Monday of Lent 5
AANd forgive us our debts, as we also have forgiven our debidisitthew 6:12

This petition is given so that we might stand before God with a cleascience.
Luther puts this so eloquently in tharge Catechism

ATherefore there I s here &gmayDeargr e at
Father, forgive us our trespasses. Not as thougtlidHeot forgive sin

without and even before our prayer (for He has givemhessospel, in

which is pure forgiveness before we prayed or ever thalght it). But

this is to the intent that we may recognize and acaggt forgiveness. For

since the flesh in which we daily live is of sugimature that it neither trusts

nor believes God, and is ever active in &sits and dewves, so that we sin

daily in word and deed, by commissiand omission, by which the

conscience is thrown into unrest, so that éfiaid of the wrath and

displeasure of God, and thus loses the comforicanfidence derived from

the Gospel; therefore it is ceaselessly necegbatywe run hither and obtain
consolation to comfort the consciereegy ai né And | et no one
long as we live here he can reatith a position that he will not need such
forgiveness. In short, if Godioes not forgive whout ceasing, we are lost.

filt is therefore the intent of this petition that God would not regardiosr

and hold up to us what we daily deserve, but would deal gracistblys,

and forgive, as He has promised, and thus grant us a joyfaloafident
conscience to st anldrgeGatohispe oHd s i RPr py
881 92)

Let us pray. Dear Jesus, forgive us our sins, we implore,
that they may trouble us nomore. Amen.



FORGIVE OUR SINS,
[ORD, WE IMPLORE,
THAT TEEY MAY
TROUBLE US NO MORE;
WE, T, WILL GLADLY
THOSE FORGIVE
WHO HURT US
BY THE WAY TIEY LIVE.
HELP US
IN OUR COMMUNITY
TO SERVE
EACH OTHER WILLINGLY.

[SB 766:6




Tuesday of Lent 5

Two others, who were criminals, were led away to be put to deathimthAnd

when they came to the place that is called The Skull, theretheyied him, and

the criminals, one on hisrightand oneon hisleft. Arels us sai d, AFat/’
t hem, for they know casblotstovdiviad hisgadmnegts d o . 0
There was also an inscription overhimThi s i s the King of t
criminals who were hanged raileal t hi m, sayi ng, ARnAre you
yourself and vuebok&dthitime apnieng, ADo
you are under the sansentence of condemnation? And we indeed justly, for we are
receivingthalue reward of our deeds; but this
hes ai d, ARJesus, remember me whersadtmou co
hi m, ATr ul ytgdaylyou svilk lye withaone Raorua d (Laeke 238234,

3843

If someone had never read a Bible, this may be one of thesimmsting scenes

that they would encounter. The sinless Son of Rangys between two criminals.

He has been mocked, ridiculed, beaterd nailed to a cross. And yet, exanid

all of that, Hespeaks the words that are at the very heart of who He is and what He
camet o do: AFather, forgive them é0 and I
withmeinPar adi se. 0

These words summarize this event and the Fifth Petition magnificénflye s us, i n
your dying woes, Even while your IHglood flows,Craving pardon from your

foes: Hear us, holy Jesi&avior, for our pardon su&/hen our sins your pangs

renew,For we know not what we do: Hear us, holy JeQlIs.may we, who mercy

need, Be like you in heart and de@dhen with wrong our spirits bleed: Hear us,

holy J8BA47si3)0 (

Let us pray. Dear Jesus, we ask that You would forgive us
and cleanse us from our sinsAmen.



Wednesday of Lent ® The Annunciation, March 25

Blessed is the one whose transgression is forgiven, whose sin is c@lessed is
the man against whom the LORD counts no iniquity, anchiose spirit there is no
deceit. For when | kept silent, my bones wast®dy through my groaning all day
long. For day and night your hand whsavy upon me; my strength was dried up as
by the heat of summéracknowledged my sin to you, and | did not cover my iniquity;
lsaid,i | wi | | confess my transgr esisiquityn s
of my sin(Psalm 32:15)

This passage teaches us the blessings of confessing our sin dadgbeor
consequences of not confessind.iither explains this danger of not confessing:
First, for one whdkeeps silent (that is, who does not confess), his bones quickly
grow old, that is, his powers in which he formerly stood in good thingshaeys
reduced more and more by sins. For sin which is not washed awapgdntance
soon draws to another sin by its own weigkiE 0:147).

How wretched is the man who does not confess hisAsid!yet the man who does
confess his sin receives the forgiveness of sinsuimility and faith, a Christian
confesses his sin and receives from the lbbedsing’ forgiveness, life, and
salvation.

In theSmall Catechispwe confess the meaning of the Fifth Petition with these
words, which is the very thing the Psalmist is confessing: We pray in this petition
that our Father in heaven would not look at our sins or deny our prayer betause
them. We are neither worthy of the things for which we pray, nor have we
deserved them, but we ask that He would give them all to us by grawe taily

sin much and surely deserve nothing but punishment. Saoayavill sincerely
forgive and gladly do good to those who sin against us.

Let us pray. Dear Jesus, thank You for the blessing of the forgiveness of sins!
Thank You for not counting our iniquity against us and giving us faith to
receive YourWord of promise. Amen.



Thursday of Lent 5

ATherefore the kingdom of heavdorsettimay be
accounts with his servants. When he began to settle, onbrawaght to him who

owed him ten thousand talents. And since he aoefgbay, his master ordered him

to be sold, with his wife and children aalll that he had, and payment to be made.

So the servant fell on his kneesmp | ori ng hi m, OHave patie
pay Vyou eV eutyfpityformig, thie masterdf that servant released him

and forgave hinthe debt(Matthew 18:3i 27)

This parable is long, so we are going to split it up over two days. Todegre

going to focus on the ki ndlleyardble pamtsa en e s
grim picture of our sins. Our sins are margnerous than the sand on the seashore.

Our reading today picturesir sins against God as a debt of money so large that

we could never hope tepay i nomatter how many lifetimes we had to try and

repay it.And then there is the shocking news: that debt which is far greater than
anything we could imagine is paid in full by God so that we arecumpletely

forgiven.

The Small Catechisraxplains how paying off our debts took place: | belihag
Jesus Christ, true God, begotten of the Father from eternity, and alswainue

born of the Virgin Mary, is my Lord, who has redeemed me, a lostamdiemned
person, purchased and won me from all sins and from the e devil; not

with gold or silver, but with His holy, precious blood, and wilils innocent

suf fer i ng Thered nasm that Is noépaid for in full, because there was
nothing lackingn the peréction of Christ who was crucified. Just as there is no
end to Hisrighteousness, so too there can be no end to the forgiveness that was
wonwith the shedding of His blood.

Let us pray. Dear Jesus, thank You for paying all of our debts with Your holy,
preciousblood, and with Your innocent suffering and death. Amen.



Friday of Lent 5

But when that same servant went out, he found one of his fellow semantsved

him a hundred denarii, and seizing him, he began to chokeshamy i ng, O0Pay
you owe. 6 So his fell omi tsherhviam,t d&HduVe dp
me, and | wil/ p avgnt apcoput.hid inlgresonurdilfher shauld a n c

pay the debt. When his fell@grvants saw what had taken place, they were greatly
distressed, and theyent and reported to their master all that had taken place. Then

his mastesunmoned him and said to him, OYou
that debt because you pleaded with me. And should not you hameehadon your
fell ow servant, as | h ardastendetivergdhimtotheo u ? 0

jailers, until he should pay all his debt. So atsg heavenly Father will do to every
one of you, if you do not forgive yooirr ot her f r o(Mattheovid828 he ar t

35)

This second half of the parable teaches us that if we reflisegtee others, then

we ourselves prove tfdigiwenessy dhodeahodave ej ect e
received the forgiveness of Godbyai t h al one wi | | forgive
mean that forgivingthers will come easily it just means that it will eventually
come.Johann Michael Reu summarizes the implications of the 5th petition and this
parable this wayfiBecause God forgives us all the sins we have committed against
Him, wethankfully promise two things: 1. That we will heartily forgive those who
havesinned against us; 2. That we will prove our forgiving spirit by doing good
wherever we can to such as may sin againsthesefore, if we are to pray this

Fifth Petition right, we must have: 1. A humlbleart that acknowledges its great

debt of sin against God; 2. A believinghdath at r el i es on Godos
forgiving heart that is always ready to forg other® (An Explanation of Dr.

Martin Luther 8%l Smal | Catechism

Let us pray. Dear Jesus, help us to forgive others as You have forgiven us.
Amen.



Saturday of Lent 5

All we like sheep have gone astray; we have tudredery oné to his ownway;
and the LORD has laid on him the iniquity of us @Hlaiah 53:9

But Christ came as High Priest of the good things to come, witlyréreger and
more perfect tabernacle not made with hands, that is, nibisotreation. Not with

the blood of goats and calves, but with His dvimod He entered the Most Holy
Place once for all, having obtained etermatiemption. For if the blood of bulls and
goats and the ashes of a heifgorinkling the unclean, sanctifies for the purifying of
the flesh, how mucimore shall the blood of Christ, who through the eternal Spirit
offered Hmselfwithout spot to God, cleanse your conscience from dead works to
serve thdiving God? And for this reason He is the Mediator of the new covenant,
by means of death, for the redemption of the transgressions under tloeViesiant,

that those who are called may receive the promise of the etarnatitance.
(Hebrews 9:1115NKJV)

As we prepare to enter Holy Week, let us take some time to mealtdbe source
of our forgivenes$ the suffering and death of ouord Jesus Christ. It is because
He bore our iniquity and the iniquitf the whole world that we can be forgiven.
He took our sin, ouguilt, our shame upon Himself, that we might be forgividre
forgiveness that Christ won for us on the cross is given to us throughidddsand
Sacrament that we might receive that forgiveness here and now.

Let us pray. Dear Jesus, we thank You that through Your suffering and death
You obtained our eternal redemption and that You give us that forgiveness
through Your Word and Sacraments. Amen.



AWhat puni shment so strange is suffered
The Shepherd dies for sheep that loved to wander;
The Master pays the debt His servants owe Him,

Who would not know Him.

The sinless Son of God must die in sadness;
The sinful child of man may live in gladness;
Man forfeited his life and is acquitted;

God is c asBador3).edo (
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ATemptation of Jesuso Jesus i s tempted
ofthepet i ti on ALead us not iIinto temptatio
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Palm Sunday
nSay to the daughter of Zi on

6Behol d, your Kking is coming
humble, and mounted on a donkey,
onacolfit he f oal of a beast of bur

(Matthew 21:5 quoting Zechariah 9:9

Today,tworeadingsconvergd.e sus 6 entry i1 ntoi9and usal e
J e s us 0 (Matthews26:127:66). These make us think back to the Second
Petition, fAThy kingdom come. acouFwhen Fat he
Jesus became flesh, when He came to Jerusalem, and to the cross.

The final two petitions of the Lordods F
Jesus came to put sins away. Auna vyet He
problemsolves after the fact. Jesus is proactive, and if He loves forgunsgHe

al so | oves preventing sins. ublmtitoaught F
temptation. 0O

|l nherent in Christds reign is altheo the
sons of | srael sl aved under Ph®&utaocoh, so

more! Through Jesus, the Fatheth as de |l i v edomanofdaknedss om t h
and transferred us to the kingdom of his beloved Son, in whom we have
redemption, the for gi vitdh €he Batherfleliversuss 0 ( C
from the Evil One. We live in the world, whose prince is the devil, and thus Jesus
taught his Church to pray continually,

The Father answers these petitseodhs now.
angels, and they will gather out of his kingdom all causes of sialalzv-

breakers, and throw them int willghihee f i ery
|l i ke the sun in the kingt48m of their Fa

LetusprayFat her, You have delivered us fr ol
brought us into the kingdom of Your Son. Within your kingdom, prevent us
from sinning against You, and continually rescue us from the Evil One. Amen.



Monday in Holy Week
AAnd | ead us n dMatthewnet® t empt ati on. O

What exactly are we asking in this petition? Is our heavenly Fedtbesort who

would lead us into temptation? Perish the thoughtte Apostl e James
no one say when heistemptédfi, am being tempted by God
tempted witheviand he himself tempts no oneo (
in mind, Lutherbegins his explanation of the Sixth Petition in 8reall

Catechism 1A G o d notoreenWetpray in this petition that God would guard and
keep Asdéypet Jesus could easily have t a
tempt AMhiyosay, AAnd do not | ead us into

The psalms are helpful in understanding this. In the psalms, the saints constantly

beg the Lord not to do things that they
the soul of your dove to the wild beasts; do not forget the life of yourfp@or e v e r 0
(Psalm 74:19). nACast me not of(Psaimf or sak
27: Qetmendtwander r om your commandmentso (Psa

The saints pray these things because even though we know who our {Gesds,
things seem to happen. In view of our sins we must also acknowlexideserve
to be forgotten, forsaken, and led into temptation.

Yet in praying these things/e come to realize that no matter how thisgem,

God would never treat us this way. Our Father in heaven would naipakis

dear children in His arms, carry them into temptation, and dumpttienel In the
Sixth Petition Jesus teaches us to laugh at such a ridicuoage, and in so doing
he strengthens our faith. He turns our attention awag how things seem toward
who God is. Our God is a bulwark, a fortremsefuge Thus,we do find ourselves
praying in this petition that God woutghard and keep us. And we pray it in faith,
knowing the truth about odtather: what he would do, and what he would never
do.

Let us pray. O Lord, who for our great good gave us Your holy Law, do not
lead us astrayfrom Your commandments. Amen.






